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TO THB 

HONOURABLE and RIGHT REVEREND 



iFatber in (Sou 
SHUTE, 



BT DIVIN£ PROVIDENCE 



LORD BISHOP OF DURHAM. 



Mt Lord, 

Having been long persuaded, 
tbat Classical Researches and the 
study of Eastern languages might 
with advantage be applied to the 
elucidation of Theology, and that 
the Writings of the Jews in parti- 
cular are capable of reflecting light 
upon the books of the New Testa- 
ment, I avail myself of your 
Lordship's permission to dedicate to 



IV DEDICATION. 

you the present attempt at a com- 
parison of certain characteristics 
declared in the Gemara and the 
Cabbalistical Works, to be insepa- 
rable from the advent of the true 
Messiah, with circumstances, which 
took place during the life of our 
Saviour, knowing, that the Hebrew 
writings, and Oriental Literature in 
general, have occupied your Lord- 
ship's attention. 

Being convinced, that it would 
be useless to answer all the objec- 
tions, which occur in the Rabbinical 
Volumes, and that it would be im- 
possible to reconcile the discordant 
fables of the Thalmud, those only 
have been selected, which appear 
really to have been founded upon 
historical truth; and if I have failed 



DEDICATION. V 

in my endeavour, the failure must 
not be imputed to the uncertainty 
of the Divine Mission of Jesus 
Christ, which was thus to be de- 
monstrated, but to the youth and 
inexperience of the writer. 

I have the honor, my Lord, 

to remain, 

with all respect, 

Your Lordship's most obliged 

humble Servant, 

December, 
1813. 

Daniel Guildford Wait. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

to the Reader. 



VVhen the present Work was undertaken^ 
it was not proposed to consult the numerous folios 
of Ral)binical literature, to demonstrate, that our 
Lord Jesus Christ was the true Messiah, but to 
prove, that the contents of the Sonnah were in 
m great degree a transcript of the Mishnah, and 
that most of the traditions of the Muhhammedan 
doctors were but difierent narrations of the fables 
in the Thalmud. But, as in the prosecution of 
this plan, much presented itself, calculated to 
evince the reality of the Christian Faith, this 
course of Lectures was commenced during a short 
residence at Cambridge, the materials of which 
were collected from books in the Public Library, 
and the invaluable writings contained in the ex- 
cellent repository of Biblical learning in St. John's 
College, to which, access was granted to the 



Vlll ADVERTISEMENT. 

author by the Rev. James Wood, whose many 
favours, and desire of advancing the cause of 
Universal Literat«re> never will be forgotten. 
The short time therefcwe employed in the collection 
of the matter, and the disadvantages, which have 
since attended its arrangement, entitle them to 
indulgence, for those points, in which they may 
have failed : but when they were delivered from 
the pu1{)it, foreign quotations and other passages 
were oniitted, and different parts added to adapt 
them to that place. 

By attempting to convince the Jews from th^ir 
own Scriptures, and mystical writings, it is not 
intended to asperse those Sermons, which enjoin 
the performance of our duty towards God, and 
mutual integrity of action between men ; on the 
contrary, the indispensable necessity of such dis- 
courses is admitted ; — but it is presumed, that 
at particular times Theological Lectures should 
be given, to elucidate the principles of our Religion, 
to verify its assertions by historical and philological 
evidence, and to inform the mind, by persuading 
it of the certainty of that, whichr is preached, as 
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well as practical Sermons to improve the hearty 
and ameliorate the conduct. For, the erroneous 
application of passages in the Bible must be ap- 
parent to the better informed ; and unless a hearer 
be radically convinced, in principle^ diversity of 
sentiment, as to inferences^ may render him 
a sceptic '. 

The utility of occasional courses of Lectures 
upon certain subjects indeed, appears most evident 
fix)m those founded by the Rev. John Bampton^ 
Canon of Salisbury, in the University of Oxford, 
which together with the annual Hulsean Essay 
of the Chiistian Advocate at Cambridge, disprove 
every heterodoxical production, and are never- 
failing guardians and supporters of that *^ faith, 
which was once delivered to the saints.'' For, 



(1) A Poet quoted by Pococke, 

AA*lcX« O^ACl Job Jol£ ^ 



X AI>V£RTIS£MENT. 

too much liberty given to the imagination, and 
a propensity to seek similitudes between things, 
which are essentially different, the one iErom the 
other, have insensibly caused many to indulge 
cofffecture instead of demonstration: and such 
an exposition of the Word of God must necessarily 
be prejudicial instead of advantageous to the 
Cause of Truth. In every Sermon, proo/" ishould 
therefore be combined with practice; in every 
LecturCy foreign evidence should be joined with 
internal, and applied together to the declarations 
of the Scriptures ; and in every Discourse, of 
whatever nature it be^ the advice of Rabbi 
Nahhman should be regarded : that every subject 
should first be as clear as the morning-light to the 
speaker, before it be spoken ; 

Sn wS OKI im»K 
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LECTURE I. 



LECTURE L 



2 Pet. I. 16. 

Ov yap aetro^iO'fjLevoK fivOoi^ ej^cucoKovOfiaavres eyvwpU 
aafiev vfiiv nyy tov Kvpiov rifjLiov lijaw XpitrroS 
ovvafiiv Kal TrcLpouaiap* 

Xhe consideration of the Messiah's advent 
in direct completion of the predictions of the 
Jewish prophets^ and at the same time in perfect 
opposition to the pre-conceived notions^ which his 
countrymen entertained of a secular dominion^ as 
well as the demonstrable certainty of his mission 
from the bosom of the everlasting Father to repair 
the fall of Adam^ and to effect by his life, by his 
death, and by his sufferings, the redemption of 
a lost world, conjointly describe a most extended 
and diversified circle of historical, traditional, and 
philological divinity^ and seem to be at all times 
most particularly entitled to an attentive ex- 
amination. But, in this instance as in others, 
when we would establish the truth of an assertion, 
we should weigh the arguments, which are op- 
posed to it, as well as those, which support it ; 



2 LECTURE I. 

and when we would examine, whether those 
passages of Scripture, which the Christians account 
satisfactory proofs of the divine office of our 
Saviour, have been rightly applied to him, we 
should consider the opinions of those, who deny 
that application ; and if after such a consideration, 
we obtain confessions, which will evince the cer- 
tainty of our declarations, we may reasonably infer, 
that our declarations are correct For, this species 
of criticism is of primary itnportance in theology ; 
inasmuch, as of all the studies within the power 
of the human mind, none cah be mote injured' by 
a fanciftil interpretation, or an erroneous ex- 
position of those doctrines, which relate to our 
everlasting salvation ; and none is so well calculated^ 

to elevate the ideas to the Creator, as this, when 
pursued in a manner conformable to the truths of 
the Gospel, and the undeviating rules of judg- 
ment. To efiect this desirable object, the Apostle 
of the Crentiles, whose writings undeniably prove 
him to have been acquainted with Judaic phi- 
losophy, exhibitst to his countrymen in particular, 
and the Church in general, those parts of the 
Mosaic ritual and of the historical chapters in the 
Pentateuch and Hebrew scriptures, which were 
realfy typical of others in the new dispensatioti, 
and by his judicious selection of characters and 
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things appears to mark for us that line of analogy^ 
which should be observed in a comparison (^ the 
two, The glosses and traditions of that age prove^ 
thut the Apostle restrained his. fancy, and consulted 
bis reason in drawing his parallel : r— if tjierefore 
being himself a Rharisee^ well instructed in these 
fables, and acquiEiihted with all the mysticism of 
a Pharisee, inasmuch as he had been educated hy 
Gramaliel, he divested himself of such aids in 
Writing to his converts, ^it is mdst certain, that in 
the interpretation of Scripture, the assistance^ 
which may be derived from philology, and in- 
ductive .res^sohing, never should be disregarded. 
Consequently, in expounding the Word of God, it 
will be requisite \^ recollect the manners of the 
times, when that Word was written, and the 
customs of the people, to whom it was promul- 
gated; because an explanation of precepts de- 
livered in JUdcea by circumstances, which occur in 
Europe, in many instances must not only be pre- 
posterous, but cause the expositors to deduce in- 
ferences, which ai^ Manifestly incorrect. If then^ 
dny one branch of theology (and what study has so 
many ramifications as dieology ?) has in any degree 
remdnbd unexplored, it is at least one part of the 
duty of its teachers to explore Maf branch, and 
di»^k)S6 it to their hearers; for our Lord laid the 

A 2 
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4 L£CTUR£ I. 

foundation, and his disciples must rear the super^ 
structure. Yet, because theology is infinitely 
diversified, the superstructure must be likewise 
composed of infinitely diversified materials ; there- 
fore, if on the one hand it be the office of 
ministers to apply the truths of the Gospel to the 
ru^es of life, it seems on the other to be also 
a portion of that office to demonstrate the in- 
fallibility of those truths at stated times by 
argument, that cannot be controverted, or 
proofs, that cannot be refuted, as well as to de- 
fend their most holy faith by the evidence, which 
the experience of ages afifbrds. For this reason, 
since a knowledge of our own authors and habits 
can by no means qualify us to explain the Word of 
the Deity, universities were founded^ that the whole 
apparatus of classics. Eastern literature, and mathe- 
matics might be applied to the elucidation of 
divinity ; and if it were indeed possible for super- 
ficial information to constitute the theologian, on 
what principle have some of the greatest of man- 
kind devoted their whole lives to this study ? and^ 
even at the end of their days by no means attained 
to the whole of it ? If our Saviour says, that every 
scribe, who is instructed unto the kingdom of 
heaven, is like unto a man, that is an housholder, 
that bringeth forth out of his treasure things oi((2 



LECTURB I. 5 

and NEW, we may conclude, that, if the old are 
enjoined to be brought forth as a directory to our 
conduct, the new should likewise be produced to 
the establishment of our faith. For when a man 
has been once established in his faith, he will know 
better how to regulate his actions according to that 
iaith ; and from this irrefiitable conviction and 
accompanying influence upon his conduct, he will 
become " a man of God thoroughly furnished with 
GOOD works/* 

Since, however, on the one hand, all, who 
believe the inspiration of the whole body of Scrip- 
tures, as received into the sacred canon, and con- 
sequently that of the New Testament in particular, 
must necessarily, by having contrasted various 
passages in the one with passages in the other, and 
by having collated those parts of different books, 
which relate to the same point, have thence in- 
ductively received the most undeniable and the 
most positive evidences of our Saviour's divinity, 
and of the spiritual nature of his kingdom ; and 
since, on the other hand, those who absolutely deny 
those books to be inspired, and therefore doubt the 
credibiHty of the narratives, may by consulting the 
sacred writings of Pagan nations, and by com- 
paring those bearing the most remote date with 
the Hebrew writings, and those of more re(^nt 



V LECTURE X. 

i^te with the unornamented records of the; Evan- 
g^listf; obtain the most decided^ the most con- 
vincing proofs of the ai(thenticity of the whole, pur 
Attention will not $q much be directed to thif( 
f pecies of research, as to th^ produetiion of cor- 
roborative evidence from those, from whom it might 
least be expected. If we survey the various types 
in the law of Moses, and refer the typical characters 
in the Pentateuch, the historical books and the 
prophets to their anti-type, we shall thus penetrate 
within the symbolical veil, and passing from sha- 
dow to substance, more fjlearly discern the affinity, 
which the legal institutions bore tp the histories of 
the Gospel. Bearing iu mind therefore thift afii* 
Diity, if we ^rutinize the rabbinical yolun^s, and 
mark their exposition of each topical ordinance, 
if we compare the circumstsinces, and the sign^, 
which the Jews have declared; to be inseparably 
from the advent el {heir Messiah with those, which 
actually occurred at the Ghns^d real appearauce, 
if we oppose certain of their legei^ds to our Saviour'sf 
life, doctrine, sufferings, death, aiid r^urrectiou, 
if we then contrast those jparts in their works, 
which relate to the Christ, but are manifestly con- 
trary to his first advent, when he can^e in great 
humility, with his second appearance,' when he 
shall come in the clouds of heaven wUh power, and 



LECTURE I. 7 

in groat glory to judge the earthy we shall hear his 
very eneaiies acknowledging his diviqe mission, 
acknowledging, that HE is GOD^ and yet, that 
H£ is MAN. Inasmuch then, as the truth of his 
mission is thus evinced not only by the declaration 
of his friendsi but also by the confessions and the 
inconsistencies of his adversaries, and inasmuch as 
both friends and foes agpee in essential particulars, 
the only possible inference to be deduced is, that 
the records of the Evangelists are undeniably 
faithful and unimpeachably true; that there-^ 
fore not only the Word of Gpd but reason itself 
proclaims, that Jesus, whom the Christians adore 
as their Saviour, must incontrovertibly have been 
the long-expected and only Messiah of the Jews. 

The observations in the present lecture are 
intended merely as an introduction to an ex- 
amination of certain rabbinical traditions^, that 
by their evidence, objections may be silenced, and 
the minds of the wavering be established on the 
immoveable foundation of the truth; for, when 
both friends and foes assert, that the Messiah will 
be bom in a praeternatural manner, that he will 



(1) It will not be attempted to disclose the whole cabbek- 
listical ^stem or, to discuss those scriptural passages^ which the 
llabbin have controverted, but merely to produce coincidences, 
which may be as novel as possible. 
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parform miracles, die and rise again^ that in his 
time the dead will be raised, and that he was pre- 
sent at the creation, besides many other particulars 
to be adduced in the sequel, our faith must assured* 
Ijr be more settled, than it would be by simply 
reading the narrations in the gospels, without 
vknowing, that many of these were admitted by 
the objectors ; — r and without the aid of their 
writings, it would be difficult to understand many 
allusions in the New Testament. Indeed ^ since 
false Christs have frequently arisen in different 
parts of the world, if not only the Hebrew pro- 
phecies, but various traditions partly extracted 
fix)m them, and partly from the oral law, were in 
a most extraordinary manner completed by the 
advent of our Saviour, his claims must evidently 
be the strongest, and He alone the true Messiah. 
The necessity of a more perfect dispensation was 



(1) At different times and in different places numerous false 
Christ? made their appearance : David Al Musser in Moravia ; 
David el David, called also Al Roi, in Persia; Dunaah the 
Jew in Arabia Felix^ Apollonius Tyanaeus^ Bar-Cochab, Mo- 
ses Cretensis, Sabatai Sevi, Theudas, Judas of; Galilee, Jonathan; 
Ismael Sophus^ who travelled through Media, Parthia, Persia, 
Mesopotamia and Armenia ; Julian, Lemlem, Rabbi Mordecai, 
and others too many to be cited both in the East, and in various 
parts of Europe, professed to be the Messiah foretold by the 
Prophets; and some few had precursors, as Nathan, who called 
himself harbinger to Sabatai Sevi. 



LECTURE I. 9 

manifest from the types and ceremonies of the 
Mosaical law, as well as from other parts of the 
Old Testament : — all the propitiatory sacrifices 
and expiations must have related to some more 
perspicuous display of the Divine mercy; — all the 
predictions of a Deliverer and Mighty Prince must' 
have been intended to receive their accomplish- 
ment. The numerous types^ each according with 
its anti-type, yield to us incontrovertible arguments 
in defence of the reality of our religion ; — whether 
they be persons, or whether they be things^ they 
point through the symbols of the law to the reve- 
lation of the Gospel. But, sound theology, and 
natural judgment deriving experience from the 
propensity, which man ever seems to indulge 
towards the speculative and enthusiastic, equally 
forbid us from seeking the type and the anti-type 
in every narration and every circumstance in the 
sacred pages, and invariably require, that the 
imagination be subjugated by the reason, inasmuch, 
as those, who from want of a sufficient study of 
antiquity and philology are unable accurately to 
weigh the points of resemblance, and correctly to 
balance the particulars, might through the impulse 
of a too luxuriant fancy, unintentionally pervert 
the obvious signification of the Word of God to 
any absurdity or superstitious idea, which a pctrtuil. 
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survey of the facts might suggest* The reverse of 
this requisition therefore must be the case^ if we 
transgress the line, which has been marl^ed foif us 
in the scriptures of the New Testament^ ind 
attempt from every analogous circumstance^ and 
€{¥ery distant appearance of resemblance^ to draw 
a Hiore extended parallel than thatS which has 
bfien drawn either by the Apostles or by the Fathers 
oi the Apostolic age ; for this is the rock, against 
which many of the Fathers of the Church, and in 
j^ttrticuiar St. Augustine, have suffered shipwreck ; 
hence, confusion and contradiction must arise 
instead of perspicuity, and by wandering into the 
boundless mazes of coi[\jecture, we should at best 
leave the facts uncertain instead of demomtratedM 
The use of types will appear clear from the cor-t 
raptioii of the age, in which they were iiitro-i 
duced : — by means of them God purposed partly 
to wean the Israelites from any attachment, which 
they might cherish to the idolatrous rites of Kgypt 
and the abominations of conterminal nations, for 
that such was the design of the Deity is inferible 
from his injunctions to them to sacrifice to HIM 
those very animals, which they had aeen tha 



(1) The Arabic writer, Abhmed, remarks to his countrymen 
the nec^ty of restraining their iinagii|2^ion on the^ poitits. 
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Egyptiiins wbrship ;—r partly to shew to them in 
a figun^ th^ oatqrp of the M esdiah's person and 
ofiice, and al^ to it)fiipt|iin without diminution tke 
ei^Fpectation, which they entertained of his advent ; 
.^indeed^if lye reflect upoj) the mystical cemoioniei 
^the Ogyptian priesthoodn and the abstrusely theo- 
logical rites of the whplc order^ whether we consult 
for that purpose the Bahyloniani thp ^ersian^ 
or the Indiaii armals, ^i^e shall be assured^ tha^ 
hy means of symbplsi^ and a sacred reverence ex^. 
communicating curioqity, the populace were exr- 
eluded from divine knowledge, and the initiated 
advanced from type to type and figure to figure to 
speculative ideas of the Deity, and therefore may 
with the greatest probability conclude, that on 
account of th? manners pf the time^, the Israelites 
without the mystical aid of these could not easily 
have been confined within the bounds of a pure 
theism> or perfectly withdrawn from every incli- 
nation to idolatry. 

There is % notwithstanding, a fixed distinction^ 
between that, which is typical^^ and that, which If 
allegorical ; and examples of both types and alle^ 



(2) See the distinction between a type and allegory discussed 
at some length by Dr. H. Marsh, in the third part of his Theo« 
logical Lectures. 
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gories may be collected from either Testament : — 
thus, when certaih lessons of instruction are given; 
mich as that of Niathan to David, or as the parables 
ill the Grospel, they are undeniably allegorical ; 
but, when certain characters, institutions, and 
events seem to be veiled in symbolical shadows, 
OT to bear a reference to something future, they 
are typical, and the anti-types will be found in 
the New Testament. The object of the one 
appears to be, to convey to the mind particular 
truths by clearly stating all the circumstances, 
which belong to those truths, as if the statement 
related to an indifferent person, and has therefore 
been defined to be ^^ that *, which by the repre- 
sentation of one thing, suggests the idea of an- 
other;" whereas the other must he real; it 
must have occurred ; it cannot be fictitious ; which 
are things by no means necessary to the existence 
of an allegory ; — but, a type must he more or 
less connected with historical fact, and must have 
an anti-type. Although some, therefore, may 
discover a distant resemblance between an alle- 
gory and a tjrpe, there is, nevertheless, a real' 
difiference ; for, in the latter a previous connection 
between it, and that, to which it is referred, mtist 
————— I I 11 1 1 1 I ■ II i— ^— ■ III I _ . 

(1) Dr. Marsh. 
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nhvays he discovered to have from the beginning 
been intended by the Deity. 

Remembering this distinction, we shall be 
enabled more correctly to apply those passages 
in the Old Testament, which exclusively relate to 
the advent of our Saviour to those in the New, 
which record it ; and independently of the fall of 
man, this advent became necessary from the dis« 
position of the Jewish people in particular^ and 
the state of human afl&irs in general; for, although 
the Israelites, after the Babylonian Captivity, no 
more reverted to idolatry, yet their wild inter- 
pretations of the Scriptures, and their hetero^ 
doxical traditions obscured the light of conviction, 
and led the great majority of the people astray 
from the pure worship, of the true God. For 
want of having duly consulted his Word, they 
imagined, that their Messiah would be a mighty 
warrior, they supposed, that the kingdom, which 
he was about to establish, would be secular, and that 
the object of his mission was almost exclusively to 
aggrandize their own state': — on this account, 
those mystical and traditionary writings, which 



(2) They imagine his authority to be circumscribed by no 
bounds : and as the Israelites have already been numbered fiinc 
times, and can only be numbered once more, that additionalj 
census will take place in his time by his order. 
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supported thek ppinions^ Were holden in the 
place of the oracles of everlasting truth. That the 
l^ishnah was delivered to Moses during his, abode 
in the Mount, or that he communicated it to 

w 

Aharon^ to Eleazar, or to Joshua, or that the line, 
in virhich R?ibbi Moses Ben Maimon imagines it to 
have d^ceuded to R. Yehudah Hakkodesh' is 
correct, no person, who reflects attentively^ can 
believe ; — indeed, the origin of this work is too 
well known to authorize the hypothesis: — but, 
although the compilation. evidently took place after 
the time of our Lord, our disquisition will not be 
affected^ inasmuch as the present comparison rests 
neither on antiquity nor chronological researches, 
but, simply upon the confessions of those, who d^ny 
that Jesus is the Christ:-^ yet, if antiquity be 



(1) Moses Ben Maimon says^ that K. Yehudah Hakkodesh 
received them from his father Siineon ; Simeon, from his 
fisher Gamaliel, he from his father Simeon, he from his father 
Gamaliel, he from his father Simeon, he from his father Hillel, 
he fVoiii his preceptors Shemaiah and Abtalion; they from 
Yf^h^dsli Beo Tabbai, and Simeon Bed Shatahh; they from 
Yehoshua Ben Parahhih, and Nathai the Arbelite ; they from 
Yos^ Ben Yoezer, and Yose Ben Yohhanan ; they from Anti- 
gonus )3*)t2^ tt^Hi be from Simeon the Just, he from £zra> 
he from Baruch Ben Neriah, he from Jeremiah, he from the 
Prophets, who in succession received them from the Elders, to 
whom they were revealed by Joshua, who heard them -from 
Moses. 
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deftifed, the Targuiiiin of Onkelw and of Jonathan 
Ben U^ziel^ which are said to have been written 
before the birth of our Saviour^ will furnish ni 
with traditions, which correspond wiUi those to be 
adduced. 

("rom the Cabbala, however, the nomt satin* 
factory pt^oofs may be extracted ; -^ because, thd* 
seeds of it were sown in the time of the Ptolemies^ 
and clearly originated from the Platonic phi<- 
losophy ; — ■' but, the Jews suppose, that this wai^ 
also delivered by revelation, and transmitted froth 
age to age by oral tradition, that it is the best 
interpreter of Scripture, and most infallible eic- 
positor of nature. Here, we find words, letters, 
nambers combined to develop futurity; and 
^Itliough its Ibundation be tradition^ its admireri 
pretend, that its secrets were first disclosed t6 
Moses by the Deit^ oh the top of Sinai* The 
more abstruse Cabbala divides itself into tfareH 
species: into gematry, which explains each 
Hebrew word by means of the powers of its 
aridimetical letters, into - notaricok, which ^n^ 
verts every particular letter of a word into ati 
entire diction mystically expressed by that one 
letter, and into themurah, which is a meta- 
thetical arrangement of the difierent letters in 
a word. The Cabbalistical mysteries, notwith- 
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standing their recondite researches^ seem by no 
means to have confined themselves to the Jews,^ 
but to have extended their abstruse speculations 
to different nations of the East^ where they have 
been metamorphosed into amulets^ talismanic 
mysticism, and magical enchantments; — indeed, 
all the Jewish writings, which we can consult, 
have more or less a Kara'itical or Thalmudical 
tendency. From this propensity to fable, we may 
expect to discover among the Rabbin as among 
other writers, contradiction and diversity of 
opinion ; -^ hence, because the Mishnah was 
compiled partly from the traditions which 
descended to R. Yehudah Hakkodesh, partly from 
arguments founded upon them, and partly from 
inferences thence deduced, the traditions are 
discordant ^> and the expositions different and 
irrelevant; for, although there are various com- 
mentators, there is no Thalmud upon the whole 
Mishnah. 

From their partiality to these books, and pro- 
bably from our Saviour's contempt of their tra^- 
ditions, their enmity has increased instead of 



' (I) From the expression in Solomon's Song, vii. 5. 
R. Solomon Yarchi has supposed the Messiah to be fastened in 
Paradise to a woman's hair. 
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diminished with the course of time ' ; from this 
enmity^ they continually anathematize him and 
his followers ; at one time imagining him now to 
be enduring punishments too blasphemous to be 
recited; at another^ comparing him to Esau^ 
asserting that Esau's soul passed into HIM, and 
consequently, calling the Christians wicked 
Edomites. In fact, they have laboured to distort 
almost every particular in the Gospels; and 
although they own, that Jesus Christ ^ performed 
the miracles ascribed to him, they at one time say, 
that he was enabled to do them by means of the 
Cabbala, and at another by means 6f the 
name rHiT, according to some, stolen by him from 
the sanctuary, according td others, merely pro- 
nounced by him. The Thalmud in like manner 
contains an absurd tradition, that both Judas and 
Jesus by uttering this name ascended into the 
air in the same way ^, as Abishai is fabled by the 

(2) When certain parts of the Thalmud are read, which for- 
bid the Jews to worship any God, who cannot aid them (mean- 
ing our Saviour) they spit upon the ground, and frequently 
apply to the Christians, Ps. Ixxix. 6. Ixix. 25. — ' Buxtorfii Syn. 

Judaic. 

(3) The Thalmudists mention, that miracles ceased after the 
Captivity, because the Israelites had married strange wives. 

(4) This extraordinary tradition is largely discussed in 
a curious rabbinical compilation in the library of St, John's 

College, Cambridge. 

B 
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commentators to have caused David to ascend 5 and 
that they there fought, the one against the other ; 
but, although the rabbinical writings be interspersed 
with these misrepresentations and fables, the con- 
cession of any one particular point is important in 
determining, Whether Jesus Christ be or be not 
the true Messiah ^om their own confessions. 

Fancy, however, has not more misguided the 
Targumists in the interpretation of Scripture, than 
the Cabbalists. On a slight review of their 
erroneous system, the preceding observations will 
be most fully exemplified; for, to suppose, that 
every letter and every word has a certain recondite 
sense appointed by the Deity, or that every cir- 
cumstance in the Sacred Writings, or even the 
combinations of these letters, according to fancy, 
has a mystic allusion to abstract philosophy or 
speculative computations, were to suppose the 
declarations of the Most High to be but a farrago 
of anomaly and absurdity ; and perhaps, nothing 
is more preposterous, than to conceive, that an 
alphabetical letter partakes of the divine, and is 
connected with the oeconomy of the universe. The 
infinity of this visionary subject renders it im- 
possible to unravel all these ^^ res alti terra et caligine 
mersas ; '* for mystery seems to be within mystery, 
as the wheels of Ezekiel within wheels, and not 
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only do the numerical properties of a letter, but 
its component parts ^, as well as every possible 
form, in which the letters of a word can be trans- 
posed, contain profound secrets, which none but 
a mystagogue can disclose* Perhaps, more mys« 
ticism has been indulged respecting light (*11K) 
than any other thing: — it has an affinity more 
or less strong with all, that exists ; it atsiluthicaUy 
proceeds from Grod, and penetrates out from thence 
into innumerable distinct properties in the divine 
essence. Yet, the metaphysical speculations re- 
specting light (if such, indeed, they may be called) 
although more abstract, are not more curious, 
than those respecting some other words ; — of 
which the following may serve as a specimen. 
niB^ A YEAR, by Gematry, has powers equivalent to 

e. g. tff 300 D ^0 

i 50 fi 80 

n 5 ♦ 10 

— n 200 

S55 n 5 



355 



and according to this vague system, in these 



\ 



(1) As in the instance of {<, which is supposed to be com- 
pounded of S V and ^ thus, {{. 

B 2 
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worlds, one Sephirah (pI'l^flD) is greater than 
a thousand below them, and every individual has 
a tendency to encrease the diurnal hours. In 
like manner, an equally strange analogy has been dis- 
covered between the pillar of a cloud ^^ and Elijah's 
juniper-tree; because the word •^qH signifies 
a pillar, as well as a palm-tree (which by Gematry 
*^ is equivalent to 320 judgements doubled — i. e. 

640)" and ^q^ by Themurah is (ani) a juniper- 
tree. But, to proceed further in the development 
of these intricacies would be as useless as absurd : — 
it would be time mis-spent to display, how the 
alphabet is connected with ^1D"T*N and the prin- 
ciple of emanation, how certain of its letters are 
gates to paradise, by which those souls, which are 
judged worthy by the two angels Tahariel and 
PiTHHHON, must enter, or how they are elevated 
by Rahhmiel to the Eden, which is above, or 
how the Cabbalists see the gate of hell, and the 
gates of tears, &c. symbolically opened by one 
letter. Yet, although that, which is ridiculous, 
is inseparably attached to their pursuits, many 
evidences may be extracted from their writings 



(1) The Hebrew words for the piHar of a cloud and fire in 
Exodus xiii. 21, 22. are pj; y\Qy and {JfN lDt3}f ; con. 
sequently, the Cabbalists are obliged to have recourse to another 
word used for pillar to etolve this mystery. 
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to demonstrate the divine mission of our Saviour : 
indeed, many concessions veiled under the 
language of philosophic symbols may be collected 
from their doctrine of the revolution of souls, and 
of emanation, as well as from their gematrical 
computations, which are not devoid of utility in 
the study of theology. 

A mass of all- various matter seems to combine 
in one purpose to demonstrate, that our Lord was 
the true Messiah, and not only the Jewish 
commentators, but even the Koran and its 
expositors are continually, compelled by the force 
of truth to admit points, which establish the 
assertion of the Christian Church ; and that the 
Jews erred in expecting a temporal dominion is 
clear from the words of the Prophets; — in fact, 
R. Yohhanan affirms, that *' the days of the 
Messiah" were the object of prophecy, and 
R. Meir declares, that all the predictions of the 
Hebrew Scriptures referred to his days and the 
years of redemption ; — therefore, the kingdom of 
the Messiah must accord with prophecy, and we 
shall find, that that of Jesus Christ fulfilled it 
by being spiritual, and everlasting. If then, 
infinite duration be attached to his dominion, it 
must (as Maracci has well observed) be also 
attached to his Gospel ; for, although the judicial 
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and ceremonial law of Moses has been exchanged 
for that of the Messiah, St. Paul in his Epistle 
to the Gralatians testifies^, that the latter shall be 
superseded by no other ; and such was the opinion 
of some of the Jews, among whom R. Abba 
(Bereshith Rabba) calls the Messiah the fountain 
of life, in whose light alone the world can see light. 
We may then rest assured, that our Redeemer is 
the Shiloh of Israel, and we shall see, that various 
traditions admit him to be such ; from whence it 
is manifest, that all remaining prophecies must be 
completed; therefore, that all his enemies shall 
hereafter believe him to have been their promised 
King and Deliverer, and all the kingdoms of this 
world shall in the course of time become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ. 



(1) 'EaV tjfievs ij 0776X09 cf- ovpavov evayyeXi^rirat i/fjLiv 
n AP' "O evriyycXiedfjieda iJfxiv, dvaOifia lltrrw. Gal. i. 8« 



n'lyon ^So-'O' 
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Jewish PrayeT'Book, 

Jurom an examination of those parts of the 
rabbinical writings, whicb have a manifest refer- 
ence to the advent of the Messiah, an unpre- 
judiced mind may most evidently perceive, that 
whitst the writers are endeavouring by every effort 
of ingenuity and sophistry to substitute fable for 
truth, and controvert the obvious signification of 
many passages in the Old Testament, a conviction 
of those certain facts, which they are labouring to 
conceal, continually constrains them to transgress 
the limits of their own faith, and by repeated 
contradictions, and admission of essential circum- 
stances, virtually to acknowledge that, which they 
profess to deny. 

The Saviour of Israel was emphatically called 
Messiah by the Jews, and Christ by the Greeks, 
as being in a most peculiar manner The Anointed 
Ruler of God's people, combining in onci person; 
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by means of this divine unction the several 
offices of Prophet, Priest, and King ; and as 
he was infinitely superior to all, who had preceded 
him, in each of his three capacities, he was 
exclusively denominated PPB^OPl- We may indeed 
observe these dignities conferred by the Jews upon 
their Messiah, when referring to him the com- 
mencement of the forty-Second chapter of Isaiah, 
they expect him at his advent to manifest himself 
both as doctor, judge, and king, who shall have 
seven friends next to him in dignity (DVn 
pastors) and eight rulers selected from men, who 
shall be his princes commissioned to superintend 
his people ; and since in his days, the priesthood 
of Levi shall be restored, and the predictions of 
the prophets be accomplished, he appears from 
their own expectations to be in some degree con- 
nected with each of these offices ^ Their Scrip- 
tures on the one hand exalting him to gloiy and 
never-ending dominion, and on the other depicting 
faim as a man of sorrows rejected by mankind, 
have involved them in such confusion, that they 
have been obliged to imagine the advent of two 



(1) That they imagined, that the Messiah would be a pro- 
phet, may unanswerably be demonstrated from the excla- 
mation of his countrymen : 0YT02 iirriv dXtiOn^ *0 IIPO- 
«HTHS *0 EPXOMENOS tU to\ koV/uoi^. St John vi. 14. 
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Messiahs ; so that^ they attempt to extricate 
themselves from their difficulties by applying to 
the first those passages, which record the low 
estate and suflferings of Christ, and to the second 
those, which relate to his power, and which com- 
memorate the universality of his kingdom. 

The Cabbalistical writers mention, that a star 
called X^M being in appearance like a comet, will 
precede his manifestation; and in the Gospels 
we are informed, that the Magi were dii'ected by 
the light of a phsenomenon in the heavens to 
the spot, where the infant Saviour lay. It will 
not here be necessary to examine the colliding 
hypotheses of those, who have imagined, that it 
happened by day, or of those, who have con- 
jectured, that it occurred by night; but if we 
may suppose the light mentioned by St. Luke to 
be the same as the star recorded by St. Matthew^ 
probability Will induce us to conclude, that it 
happened by night; but if on the other hanid; 
we suppose, that it continued to.be visible during 
the whole time employed by the wise men in 
travelling from their native country to Jerusalem^ 
if we consider the transactions, which took place 
at their arrival, that Herod convened the sacerdotal 
council, that after their deliberations he privately 
called the sages, and dispatched them to Beth- 
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Lehem, if considering all these circumstances, we 
adopt the hypothesis of those, who have supposed^ 
that it continued to shine during the whole of that 
time, we must necessarily infer, that its duration 
must have been more than either one day or one 
night. But, the premises, from whence such an 
inference may be deduced, are not sufficiently 
established ; for on a reference to the Sacred Re- 
cords it will appear, that we have no authority 
for concluding, that the star preceded them from 
the East into Judaea ; and all, that we can collect 
from the account, is, that the star was seen by 
them in the East, and went before them from 
Jerusalem to Beth-Lehem ; but on account of the 
proximity of Beth-Lehem to Jerusalem, we can 
hence educe no argument to prove, that it shone 
at any other time but the night. That this history 
is not a fiction of the Evangelist, nor designedly 
added to his writings by the early Christians, the 
improbability, that he should have attempted to 
deceive his contemporaries, or that they should 
have been so deceived either by himself or others, 
sufficiently authorizes us to conclude : and when 
we find mention made of such a phaenomenon in 
the works of various Gentile authors, we have 
every reason to believe, that the account of 
St. Matthew is most strictly correct ; and if it be 
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most strictly correct, the history most wonderfully 
accords with the tradition. But, besides the time 
of its appearance, this subject involves with it 
additional uncertainty : for at one time the. star has 
been metamorphosed into an angel, at another 
into a comet ; now, it has been deemed ^^ a meteor 
vastly below the orb of the moon,'* now the 
Holy Spirit assuming a visible shape : — yet, 
whatever it was, it differed from every other star, 
whether fixed or planetary, because it not merely 
guided the Sages by its light, but directed them 
by its motion. It was indubitably a phaenomenon 
created by the Almighty as a worthy harbinger of 
King Messiah ; probably (as before surmized) 
it was that supernatural light, which the shepherds 
beheld enclosing in a divine glory the angel of the 
Lord, and the heavenly host, who praised God, 
which when seen at a distance assumed the form 
of a star. The vision of the shepherds recalls to 
mind the words of Rabbi Saadiah Gaon, who 
says, that the clouds of heaven, in which the Son 
of Man shall come, are angels of the host of 
heaven, who will form part of that magnificence 
and power, which God will give to the Messiah ; 
and if we compare Virgil's account of the star, 
which marked the egress of ^neas from Troy, 
we shall perceive some distant m^rk of similarity. 
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to that of the Evangelist. Thus, were the shep- 
herds^ and Magi informed of the birth of the 
Redeemer; — Joseph in a dream^ Simeon and 
Anna I^y the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The 
widely extended circulation of the Septuagint ver- 
sion of the Hebrew Scriptures had given notoriety 
to this event so long before the time of its occur* 
rence predicted by the prophets, and thereby 
had excited the ardent expectation of mankind; 
and it has been remarked, that his advent was 
expected about this time by those, who were 
conversant in the Scriptures, and many conceived, 
that the kingdom of God would instantaneously 
appear: therefore, because it was believed, that 
tlie term of Daniel's weeks was expired, Jews, from 
all nations were at this memorable period assem- 
bled at Jerusalem. Kidder mentions, that at the 
birth of him, who was peculiarly stiled OrfV^ ^tt^ 
Prince of Peace, the temple of Janus was shut ; 
and doubtless, at the appearance of the star, many 
an Israelite recollected the prediction of Balaam, 
that a Star was to arise out of Jacob, and a Sceptre 
out of Israel ; but although that passage most 
probably bore no allusion to that, which we have 
been considering, the Chaldee interpreter has 
rightly imagined the Star to be a King, and the 
Sceptre to be the Messiah, and Rambam givg» the 
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same interpretation of the latter^ but asserts, that 
the former is David ; yet, as the prophetic 
writers in different places called the Christ David, 
his exposition agrees with that of the Targumist. 
Poole remarks, that a star in Egypt was a symbol 
of the Deity, and amongst the Persian writers, 
it frequently occurs as an epithet of crowned heads. 
Kong-fii-tse not only predicts the appearance of the 
Holy One in the West, but other traditions have 
been collected from the Chinese writings, which 
have a confused reference to this event; and it 
may be seen in the pages of almost every Gentile 
nation, that either the Deity or his messengers 
have been supposed to appear to men in some 
celestial nimbus, that the mortal eye through that 
medium may be protected from the full splendour 
of intellectual vision ; and it has also been re- 
corded, that in the days of Diocletian, as the 
Christians were searching for the bodies of Tharax, 
Probus, and Andronicus, a nimbus of heavenly 
lustre hovered over the mortal remains of the 
three martyrs. 

In the works of Rabbi Nahhman, the Magi, who 
came to adore our Saviour, are said to have been 
three kings ; — but by the term Mdyoif we are 
not to understand, what the Greeks did by /mdyeiay 

inasmuch as the ^bL« belonged to the order of 
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Zerdusht^ and according to the work called 
JusuJIj cXv"^' w^^^ divided into seventy 
sects. Various arguments have been adduced in 
favour of the different countries, from which they 
have been supposed to have come ; — by some, 
they have been thought to have been the de- 
scendants of Balaam's disciples, by some to have 
been Chaldeans ; — others have argued, that they 
were predicted in the Psalms, and were those 
kings of Arabia and Saba, who were to present 
their gifts to the Messiah ; some, that they were 
natives of Media or Persia, who were acquainted 
with DanieFs prophecies respecting our Saviour; 
others, that they were the children of Abraham 
by Keturah, and a still different class of con- 
jecturers, that they were embassadors sent by the 
ten tribes to congratulate their brethren upon the 
event. According to some, they were twelve in 
number, according to others they were but three, 
and were named Gaspar, Melchior, and Belthassar, 
and at last died in the city of Cologne; but 
according to the Armenian accounts they came 
fix)m the province of Tangul, and suffered martyr- 
dom in their country. From these badly-authen- 
ticated particulars, we cannot, however, obtain any 
information, that is connected with the elucidation 
of the point ; because, if the various orders of 
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priests in Cbaldsea, in India, in Persia, and in 
Egypt branched out from one and the same school, 
if their superstition extended in a greater or less 
degree over Arabia, and other parts of the East, 
and if the Seventy frequently apply the term jjiayot 
to those, who evidently were not the diisciples of 
Zerdusht, it will be clear, that without further 
historic evidence, we cannot reasonably determine in 
favor of any one particular nation. Indeed, all the 
versions of the Polyglott support the claims of the 
Magi, excepting the ^thiopic, which seems to 
undierstand by fiayoi magicians, or those, who 
applied astrology or divination to bad purposes; 
but the Syriac, on which we may repose the 
greatest confidence, translates the Geeek word into 
j^javr ^^d the Sanskrit Testament lately print- 
ed at Serampoi^ confirms the opinion of former 
translators. Variou^ traditions may be extracted 
from the Zend-Avesta (if it be an authentic pro-' 
duction) which bear a decided reference to the 
Christ, and AbuT Farajee records, that Zerdusht 
predicted our Saviour's birth, the appearancie of 
a miraculous star, and that envoys from his own 
nation and disciples would first present their gifts ; 
and in some of the Sanskrit legends respecting 
Kaneya or Krishna similar circumstances may be 

found, but how far those legends are genuine, 

c 
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thk is not the place to inquire. It is sufficient 
for us to know, that Gentile sfnigesjirst presented 
their gifts to the Redeemer, and that according 
to the uniform custom of the East, we appear now 
to be returning to them others in his name. 

It will not be expected to produce in this place 
from the primitive Fathers of the Church argu- 
ments to establish our Saviour^s divinity, inasmuch 
as it has already been sufficiently established from 
Scriptural OMthority ; but if it can also be proved 
from the rabbinical writings, that the Messiah of 
the Jews must from several of their traditions be 
the Deity, additional evidence will be added to 
the proposition, already demonstrated from the 
word of God. In short, this is an assertion, which 
must be admitted as possible from generally ad- 
mitted particulars ; for if the human soul emanated 
out of Deity into man, and if the Deity be 
(as Deity necessarily must be) omni-present, 
and omni-potent, it is evinced, that he can. 
transfuse himself not merely as soul, nor yet 
simply as the ITPn* of the Cabbalists, but as very 
God into a material body ; otherwise he would 
be divested of those properties (and these proper- 
ties are essentially necessary to the existence of 
Deity) therefore on this principle Christ became 
MAN and yet was GOD. If then it be acknow- 



LXCTURS 11. 3$ 

ledged^ that the Almighty could, it will remain tp 
show, that the Almighty did: and that he (Ud 
mil .be evident from the Old Testament, where 
another is mentioned as equal to God or fellow tp 
him QPfOV *Mj) and yet as the Son of man 
{tffi^ 12) ; to reconcile therefore to reason the idea 
of man being equal to God, it is requisite that 
TifAT man should be the Messiah, as ei^celling all 
others, and that th^ Messiah, should, as before 
shewn, combine in one person both gpdhead and 
manhood. But this subject must transcend the 
most exalted powers of the creature : — it i^ 
a mystery, into which angels are represented aa 
desiring toTlopk; and were it possible for the 
human mind to indul^ itself in accurate specu^. 
laUons on so istiipendous an idea, how would it be 
possible for the tongue to acquire the fi^culty of 
expressing them adequately by its finite powers ! 
St Ba^il however enters into the discussion with 
great ingenuity and argument, and very satiB'* 
factorily removes a variety of objections, which 
those, who reject the doctrine, have produced : — 
he says ^, that the Godhead dwelt in the flesh, as 

(1) Tiva Tpoirov iv aapKi rj deorrj^ ; «9 to wvp iv ffi^rjou* ov 
fjL€Taj3ariK9of dWd fjLeraioriKuv* ov yip ivrpiyei rS irvp wpo^ t6v 
ciZfipoVf fxivov Sc Kara j^wpav, /jteraBrBaxrii/ avrm rij^ oiKcia^ Zuvd- 
/uiewc, K. T. A, The whole of his Rssay, cl? rri¥ dyiav rod Xpia-rov 
yiv¥ff<riv, is well worthy of the perusal of the Biblical student. 

C2 
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fire does in iron, not by transposition, but by 
infusion; for fire is not attracted towards iron. 
Thus, by this infusion, God the Father lost none 
of his power ; and when God THE WORD 
('OAOrOS) tabernacles within us, he is not moved 
out of his own self; therefore, when he was made 
flesh, he knew no change ; nor was heaven de- 
pinved of him, when he dwelt upon the earth, 
because the Deity perceives no diminution, and 
moves not^, as bodies do, from place to place. 
Iti like manner, it may be demonstrated, that the 
Jews in fact admit the divinity of the Christ, 
from their application of that passage in the 
Psalms to him, which says, ^* Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee,'* as well as of that, 
which declares, ** The LORD (fTBT) said unto my 
Lord (^SIH) sit thou upon my right hand, until 
I make thine enemies thy foot-stool.** According 
to some, the Messiah existed before the world, 
according to others, it was his soul, according to 
others his name (Qtt^) ; and Rabbi Menahem 
observes, that when the priest ascends tlie altar, 
he raises his soul Jrom THE LOFTY ONE to 
THE LOFTY ONE. Therefore, the existence 
of two, who are LOFTY, is conceded, from 

(l) This is not applied to the ubiquity of the Deity, but t«i 
the manner and principle of HIS Onmi-prseseoGie. 
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whence we may presume, from the nature of the 
climax, that the one proceeded from the other, and 
who this other is, we may reasonably infer from 
the Sepher Ikkarim^ which says, that the 
Messiah's name is IJpTlf "^ Jehovah our right- 
eousness; — and in Midrash Tehillim on Ps. xxi. 
God calls the Messiah by his own name Jehovah, 
as it is written, ^^ Jehovah is a man of war, 
Jehovah is his name. And it is written of the 
Messiah ; and this is the name, which they shall 
call him, Jehovah our righteousness.*' The Gemara 
maintains, that in his days, they will rejoice in 
the name TX\rfy ^^^ ^^^ Cabbalists aver, that the 
incommunicable nanie exists in pOTp ^D^^^, who 
in the sequel will be shewn to be the Christ : each 
of its four letters contain a mystical reference to 
HIM, that the first and 23f, by which the world 
Atsiluth (mS^K) was produced, denote the object 
of his intellect ; that the second and HD, by which 
Beriah (nt^Hl) was produced, that intellect itself; 

that the third and nO, by which Yetsirah (m^Sf*) 

was produced, the act of his understanding ; and 

ti 

that the fourth and p, by which Aasiah (iTB^J/) 
was produced, the voice of speech proceeding from 
his intellection. Moses Haddershan expressly 



(2) Bishop Pearson on the Creed. 
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asseited \ that the plantation from below is Abra- 
ham^ but that the plantation from above is the 
Messiah; and in the Midrash Rabbot it is de- 
clared, that his birth will be extraordinary ; tha 
Eve prophesied, that he would descend from Seth ; 
jind that each of Lot's daughters hoped to be his 
.parent. Issachar Ber maintains, that his soul 
inhabits its own particular habitation ; and that at 
the time of his birth it will enter into his body in 
the form of a pillar of fire (in like manner, the 
Cabbalists declare, that the nODTI was the pillar 
of fire, which led the Israelites out of Egypt) ; for 
the soul of the Messiah is entrusted to Ahhtariel 
prsefect of the Throne of Glory, under which it is 
kept, whereas those of men in genei^l are confided 
to the care of Metatron. They also admit the 
line, in which he was to be born j for God re^ 
vealed to Adam, and Adam disclosed to Eve, 
that he was to be a descendant of Ruth the 
Moabitess, and the O^DDH argue from Scripture, 
that Zorobabel nmst be among the list of his 
ancestors * ; if then we refer to both the gefnealogies 

(1) Bereshith Rabba. 

(2) There is however much controversy about his ancestors ; 
for some assert, that Messiah is Menahhem son of Ammiel son 
of Hephzibah wife of Nathan, son of David ;— others say, that 
redemption ^ways comes to Israel from Dan; that his son 

Zeliah 
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of St. Matthew and of St. Lake^ we shall see 
that these traditions were actually true ; but with 
respect to these genealogies, much valuable matter 
may be collected from Eusebius ; and the Arch*. 
bi3hop pf Armagh conceives St. Matthew*s to be 
Joseph's natural genealogy^ and that of St. Luke 
to be the legal ; because Joseph, as being the 
pearest relation to Mary, married her according tp 
hWf and therefore became Helios legal heir. 
When the Cabbalists say^ that o^ every sabbath 
and new moon the isouls of the just visit those 
sinners, who are in torture, as well as those, who 
endure sufferings on account of the unity of God, 
and after their departure from them inform the 
Messiah of di which they have seen, in con* 
sequence of which he bears part of their griefs, 
according to Isaiah's declaration, because they 
otherwise would be unable to support them, they 
tacitly c(Hifess thepresent existence of the Redeemer, 
and assign to him a vicarious office. So, when 
St. John calls him our Advocate with the Father, 
he seems partly to allude to these notions (for 

I .." J I I' ■ " ■ I I I I I . . I _ _ _ I ,., I ^ _ I _ n il' 

Zeliah opposed Bilea, that Irah was widi David, and thai 
Shrayah son of Dan will come with Messiah Ben Ephr^iim 
(Joseph); and so great do they suppose that redemption to be, 
that they affirm^ that the souls of the Sodomites and Gomorrhites 
will be restored in his days. 
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such probably existed in his time) and partly to 
the idea^^ that he, who keeps one commandment, 
has an advocate, and that he who transgresses 
one, raises against himself an accuser. Jacob's 
prophecy seems also to have* been wonderfully 
accomplished at the birth of Christ, for although 
the state had endured various reverses, the Jews 
notwithstanding still possessed a distinct polity; 
consequently a Sceptre (iTlirPD tOit^ *11D^ vh) had 
not departed from Judah, until the time of Herod 
the Great, who was stiled King of the Jews, and 
was contemporary with our Saviour ; in his time 
therefore there was a translation of dominion, 
because he was a foreigner ; but the prophecy was 
notwithstanding fulfilled by the birth of Shiloh at 
this period : and as the statutes of the Law of Moses 
were still observed, a lawgiver (ppHD) had not 
departed from between his feet, until the aera of 
the perfect Lawgiver, after whose decease Jerusalem 
was destroyed, and Christianity disseminated among 
the nations. The Jews frequently attempted to 
wear away the remembrance, that our Saviour was 
bom in Beth-Lehem, and because his mother 
belonged to Galilee, reproachfully caUed him 
a Galilean ; for they had a tradition, that Galilee 



«« 



(1) Pirke ATOth, It. 
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would be destroyed at the advent of the true 
Messiah^ and the natives be obliged to wander 
from city to city ; and probably on account of the 
stigma affixed to this place, our Saviour chose 
it as the witness of so many of his mighty deeds.- 
But the Thalmudists have a tradition in direct 
opposition to the former, which states, that the 
Christ will be bom in Galilee S and there perform 
various miracles; — so, our Lord was first mani- 
fested in Cana of Galilee^ by changing water inta 
wine; and after his resurrection, he enjoined his * 
Disciples to go into Galilee^ that there they 
might behold him. 

Although^ both Jewish critics and modern 
sceptics purposely confound the Immanuel of 
Isaiah with Maher-Shalal-Hash-Bash, even (Rabbi) 
Abarbanel one of the most powerful of objectors - 
makes a manifest distinction between the two ; -— 
According to his declaration, the first was thus 
called, as announcing deliverance and prosperity 
to Israel, but the latter was Isaiah's son mys-- 
tically proclaiming the desolation of Damascus < 
and Samaria. In many of their works, the 



(1) The Cabbalistical work Sohar^ says, that he will be 
manifested in the portion of Joseph in Galilee, because the 
Galileans first shall go into exile, and the dead arise there. 
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Rabbin admit, that the titles of WONDERFUL^ 
—COUNSELLOR,— MIGHTY GODS— 
EVERLASTING FATHER, ~ PRINCE OF 
PEACE relate to the Messiah, but deny, that 
they apply to Jesus; but if Christ be both 
EVERLASTING FATHER and MIGHTY 
GOD, he must be possessed of every attribute of 
divinity, and must necessarily have existed from 
eternal ages, and must yet endure to eternal 
ages ; — if then the sequel will demonstrate, that 
the scriptural signs of the Messiah were fulfilled in 
Jesus, he will, by inductive reasoning, be ad- 
mitted to be THE '' FATHER,** and to have 
existed from *^ EVERLASTING." In feet, 
numerous traditions evince, that the Messiah 
cannot be mere man; for if, disgusted with the 
idolatry of his countrymen, he withdrew from 
them, and was hidden by God in Paradise, we 
may justly infer his prae-cKistence : and if, again^ 
he be now waiting in Paradise, and his advent 
be merely delayed by the sins of his nation, can 
the Jews asserting these things, assign to him 



(1) Solomon Yarchi« Aben Ezra« and R. Saadiah Gaon 
solYj, that he will come with the Antibnt of Days in the clouds 
of heaven, for which reason the Cabbalists hare called him 
^XBfi and R. Nahhmah obscrres, that He is ** the King of 
Glory,** and *' the Lord of Hosts.** 
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properties mmh inferior to divinity? Nay, they 
confess, as it were unwillingly, that he is God : — - 
for they call him HlKllf, and say, that his wisdom 
is so great, that he can judge without witnesses ; 
and in the Bereshith Rabba it is declared, that 
the Spirit of G6d, which brooded Over the surface 
of the waters, was the Messiah^ although others 
would fain obviate the legitimate inference by 
symbolizing those veaters itito the Law. There- 
fore, if they acknowledge him to be the Hi^DB^, 
they must concede to him the power of the 
Spirit of God : if a Rabbi David Kimchi main- 
tains, that the inK oF the Scriptures is King THE 
Messiah (PPtWSn iVd WH jlTKH); and if the 
Thalmudists do not scrupte to own, that he mil 
exist as long, as Ae Creator has already existed, 
tfiey effectually proclaim, that he is Gtxl, and 
being God, will exist to all eternity. 

But in the Cabbalistical mysticism, remember- 
ing, that piyip D*1K is the Messiah, we shall 
discover proofs yet more powerfully convincing, 
evidences still less possible to be controverted. 
For, as the material Adam ranks above ail things 
inferior, so does Adam Kadmon above all superior ; 
he is the real p^/^ TDD, which is Deity, within 
his own self he contains all things, that ever have 
or will be created by the FiRSt Cause ; the end 
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of all creation is in the material Adam, but the 
beginning of it is in the divine {lf\tyilp D'lK). He 
was possessed by Jehovah in the beginning of his 
way before his works of old ^ ; he existed from ever-, 
lasting, before the depths, and fountains abound- 
ing with water; before the mountains were 
settled, before the hills was he brought forth. 
Adam, progenitor of the human race, received all 
things from all, but the other gives all things to 
all; the one is the principle of reflected light, 
the other of that, which is direct ; the one is the 
boundary of light descending, the other of that, 
which is ascending. The habitation of the 
Shekinah (HyDB^) was in the one *, who '^ was of 
the earth, earthly,'* but in the other was found 
the domicile of the Infinite Spirit, of the 
purest and most aethereal light. Adam Kadmon 
approaches the nearest to the image of the MOST 
JJIGH: — he is the repository of all perfection, 
which either has, or which ever will flow into 
caused beings ; in the work of creation HE was 
^as employed by the Creator, for HE is the 



(1) The whole of this grand description in Proverbs viii. 22. 
and following, is applied by them to Adam Kadmon. 

(2) Because the Messiah is also called ^20K^ there is an 
affinity between the two Adams according. to the assertion 
of the New Testament* 
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preservation and the perfection of all beings. 
Within himself^ he contains the Sephiroth^, and 
is therefore jqstljr called THE universal, because 
he is ONE and many, from whom and in whom 
are all things: and from a line drawn by him 



(3) The following is the true Cabbalistical table of Sephiroth : , 

Sephirah I. 

Sephirah III. The Crown, called also Sephirah 11. 

n^n rrnN n»Dn 

Understandings called also Wisdom, called also pf. 



mrr 

Sephirah V. 
Might, called also 



Sephirah VDI. 

Tin 

Majesty, called also 

niKny qtiVk- 



The Reconciler 
Knowledge or Science. 



Sephirah IV. 

ion or rbrii 

" Kindness, or Greatness 

Sephirah VI. (Magnificence) called also 

Beauty named __ 

rtirV- Sephirah VIL 



nw 



Sephirah IX . Eternity, or Victory, called 

-rD» also m»iv mrf' 

Foundation, called also 



Sephirah X. 
Kingdom^ called also 



This table was extracted from a scarce Cabbalistical work in the 
Fablic Library of Cambridge. 
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from infinity^ which touches the holy land and the 
place of the sanctuary^ the Shekinah descends oh 
earthy and sacrifices^ prayers, souls, and angels 
ascend. HE alone is the Chief intelligible! — 
like the Sun he is too sublime and dazzling to be 
perfectly viewed by the eyes of intellegent beings, 
and Ain-Sophic (^ID'pJ) lights theirselves are more 
or less intelligible, as they approach or recede 
from him. We have already seen, that he pos- 
sessed the name rX\\V ; and if we penetrate still more 
deeply into Cabbalistical mysteries, the Seir-Anpin 
will appear to be the Messiah's soul, as the man 
sitting upon the sapphire-stone in the vision of 
Ezechiel is also said to be ; and the nDDPI ^ having 
been elsewhere proved to correspond with the 
m»*D of the Targumists, and the AOFOS of 
St. John, must consequently be likewise the 
Messiah ; therefore the Seir-Anpin coalesces with 
the riDDn, and in the Idra Rabba the latter is 
called |1Q*7p IZD*TN : — on this account it is said in 
the world of Atsiluth to be absorbed into the 
Divine Intellect, and to be united with it in such 
an inseparable love, as deservedly to be called 



(1) The nDDrt will be given to him according to R. Eliezer^ 
and in his time alone will the Tetragrammaton be worthily ex- 
alted. 
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the Son of Crod. From these particulars then, 
the divinity of the Christ may be undeniably and 
irrefutably established ; — therefore it has beea 
demonstrated briefly, that the Messiah is an 
hypostasis in the Deity : for he is chief of all 
souls, in whatever state, they may be placed; 
he is King of the four worlds, Atsiluth, Bariah, 
Yetsirah, and Aasiah. As has been before 
instanced, the Messiah must be God, because the 
Cabbalistical commentators on R. Simeon Ben 
Yochai admit, that his soul was employed during 
the six days of creation, and also assert, that it 
was his soul, which led the Israelites in the wilder* 
ness. Nay, the daughter of the king in the tower 
has been mysticised into the nDDFT, and the 
marriage of Shiloh to the union of the Messiah^s 
soul with God's eternal wisdom ; therefore the 
daughter in the tower is said in the Cabbalistical 
language to be the nD3n in HJTD- If then from 
the Jewish Writings we can extract such satis- 
factory proofs of our Saviour's divinity, may we 
not justly address the words of the Apostle to the 
objectors ? TLov ao^os ; tov ypajuL/marev^ ; irov ov^iy- 
TjyTjJj TQv auavoi tovtov; ovjfl cfiwpavev 6 Qeos Ttjv 

CiXplaV TOV KOCjULOV TOVTOV * ; 

(2) 1 Corinth, i. 20. 
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.. Buti^Messiah must come, as an Eastern Ringi* 
^s ^ Harbippr^ murt^^^ w^m\ tjj^ 

^^%P? o|c<)^is .approijch^ hjs^iva^^m^^^^ j^ pr^t 

bej.e^alt^^ Thjs^Harl^ingeijjwas ^oh^ the^ajg^ 
tirt, iWhpjjrft^^ th^ipiijah e^ectecl (by^^ 
to re;s?isit tj\^.e^fth; an!^ probably^ fhe^dea, th^f 
hig, Aou! .>vQuId ; Quc^ inor^ >an jmate a, njprta} body^ 
that h;5 i»igltt prgp^r^ the wayy^of th^ a^^pse 

fbim l^hosp doctrine^p^^mi^j^mpsychosis^ which the 
Jews boiyp wed- from the Pagan schools^ and which, 
if the idot^iy^ both Syrians and Babylonians* was 
nfearljf^iii^'iam^ aS thiaf Bikhnflnical aiiff Egyj^di 
(as y^iiihosf 'aenfibnrtrSWe)^hey m^ hive known, 
WHfefi tfie;j^'^rdkml altars to'Ae 'idols. df these 'peo- 
^ii, ^tfhcf'^^^^brsfiipped Ihem iid ^tti^ir^ groves and 
high-places. Thus, the CabbalistB ibelidve, :'that 
Hecfleft Iit83|k>djr in tiietwhirbijlic^i. wkere « c^tain 
||Mi:|eitt^^as ^^"ven 'to^ him)«:thit he might Appnr 
^lMI%i94)\|t7it^flfyi whj^'lifSVh^tU^aiatdMce^i^ 
^ dllc^^iofqJifl^ dothed^^th that J^od^i^bwlmh 
he left there, and appear in it to mankind, corix)bo- 




eafttr^fn'^iib 4iiatek/j'aQd was iidemMpModiJ lifce 
those' of *oth(lf itoefL ' Indeed/.'feoM'^SiF thAn\j6rt- 
ceive, that the soul of Adam passed mto Abraham, 
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from Abraham into David* from David to the 
Meuiah^ by which they confetti that the 
Messiah is the second Adam ; in like manner, 
the Muhhammedans think, that the soul of 
Phinehas passed into Elijah^ and from Elijah into 
St. George (^cXasbJ I) 1 and many have endeavoured 
to prove this doctrine from the words , of the 
Koran. To this has been referred the JUXsw or 
descent and residence of the Deity in his creatures : 
and the difierent degrees of metempsychosis have 
been pronounced to be four: ^^^m^I or the 

«.nrition .0 an inferior fonn.^l or*. 

perfect abolition of the first form, and the sub- 
stitution of another; ^vmJUI or the change of 

certain parts, and perfect oblivion of a man's 
former self; ^>mJ\ or the preservation of the 

same exterior form. 

At several of their festivals the Jews expect 
the advent of Elijah ; but with very great 
anxiety at the ' sOHKXff b^7, when they open all 
their doors and windows^ in hope that he will 



(I) Exod. xii. 42. They say, that he will not be present 
at the circomcisioa of those Jewbh youths, who (as he foresees) 
will becone Chriitiaiu: and the time of his advent according 
to the Orafab Hhaiim will be uncertain^ because it may be on 
the sabbath or the eve of some great fes^t. 

D 



50 LECTURE II. 

speedily appear to release them from their. 

calamities, and inform them, at what time their. 

Messiah will manifest himself as their protector^ 

who shall punish the Christians in the same ' 

manner^ as God formerly punished the -ZEgyp-- 

tians ; for, although the approach of both be 

now delayed, they confidently believe, that he 

and Messiah Ben David will assuredly come to 

the relief of those pious Israelites, who are waiting 

for the consolation of Israel. Elijah the Har-- 

binger is * that mystical angel of the covenant, 

who stands praying in their synagogue over the. 

a,rk; a^d although he be not seen by man, he, 

continually beholds the favoured people ; and as he 

stands beneath the tree of life in the paradise of 

God, he records their good actions, and observance 

of the sabbath. According to (R.) Aaron Levita, 

he will be perfectly qualified for his exalted office, 

by l)eing invested by God with the four requisites 

of an immortal herald; — excellence of degree, — 

invisibility, when desired, — the power of entering, 

like a spirit, a place every way walled, and of 

instantaneous translation from one spot to another, 

however distant, — the power, of. appearing in his 

own body, either in the human or any other form, 

which he may prefer. But, all agree, that it will 

he a time of very great affliction, much resembling 
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the bondage of Egypt, when the Tlshbite will 
kppeir; so, if' we observe the 'taotttr state of tiie 
Jews iii the time of John the Baptist; the Phari- 
silica} pageantry bf their woi^ship, the traditions* 
of theiir Rabbin and of theit Scribes,' the triennial 
iiitestine war, the ravages, the cruelty arid the 
tyranny of Herod, we shall agree with them that 
John the true Elijah appeared as forerunner of the 
Messiah in a time of great affliction, and that,' to 
use his own words, the axe was then laid to the 
root of the trees. Rabbi Tanhhum supposes it 
very probable, that the Tishbite will not be the 
Messiah's precursor, but, that he will be some 
great prophet bearing the name of Elijah on 
account of the dignity * of his office ; and the 
learned R; Moses Ben Maimon conjectures, that 
Messiah Ben Joseph will be that prophet ; there^- 
fore they authorize the inference from their un- 
certainty, that there will be but one real Messiah. 
Thalmudists and other Rabbin on the one hand, 
Justin Martyr and many of the Fathers on the 
other, agree, ' that Elijah must anoint the 
Messiah, and St. Augustia states, that both- Enoch 
and Elijah were exempted from death, as ' the 
testimony of the latter times, that they tnight be 
the two witnesses, in the mouth' of whom ever^ 
vvprd might be established/ Withdrawiiig ihm 

D2 







5ig5dly,,tro«?^ fnd^tM ceremony, wa? .p^rfiagii^di 

^yhea S[t^|I(^n b;igti2^4 him in the Jprdaqt W^^ 

•^iglit ^adijiupe ,an e^qyij^il pumber of traditiQ^ frqpi 

,^ ||age9 pf th^ FfitbeiB .respeeting Etioq|;i afnd 

JBfiJah frrrapppg oth^rp, tthey declare, thi^t thiey 

|^a^^J^ppQa^. i^ .,Ghnrty<^^^ advent^ thftt 

Joho was in' the ^t, what. the real Elijab 

will be in the second^, and that after libey^haQ 

liave stiuxeeded in. ponverti^g all nations to. Christy 

they. theirselTeSy althbngb they had bmi 

.miiaQuIoiuily,; translated to Uiss in! former times^ 

will at last be slain by Anti-Qhrist. We ^U 

IjoW; clt^rly percfiive^ why thp. ffi^ interrogated 

.J^hn :ilie ,<Baptist>i whether h^ w6s Kl^ahi-or 

•<>-IIPO*HTHX?iand why they supposed,? that, 

. yfheifL OHT Saviour ' exclaimed upon the cr^ms, 

r^^i$lqi,.jSk>i, lama sab^^thanL? ** he called for 

^j^]^. /J^ws, when the Baptist denied, that he 

J w|a £)^hp-be said tbitt, ivhid^ was tr«e^ ibeoause, 

f^^ d/CMCfUi^^ pf^etempsydlosis being incorrect, 

bejcould^JUXtJie that prophet, but that he was 

the messenger predicted by Isaiah be openly 
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W& Hh^K&jH the tidr^ Ei^ah ^ 'ib«1X^K'^p3^^<r^^ S 
^^fthddghHfe Jewr'^Werte' not donvlflcfedf' Sf %is 
ink' dffiHe {3f d^eT«li^d«^d(-)- Wfa^ Isuaii'd^ 
him ^*Iffil N*11jS4lpi- Me Wt <Mf^^riy^ii. 
pressed the truth, 'butrsuggesto to ui'^eWSami 

ap|>ly!n^ lb "him the beautifat Kablbinibil 'tnid?tibn 
of tWe :*7lj>7i:% or the celeijgal «6Xc^; 'vrttictT^e 

,' J^ws ittiagioe to hvf^ been heard~after "ft^lc^stlttHda 
^fthe ^uftidar povi'ORs of the Urim and Thdminhii. 
life vi^ord voK^ 7lj>j aJs well as «onitf otHert/^s 
«iirt)tiit]jly>ttsed in. 'a sbit'ibf jAe-eraineht ^rny iti 1^ 
prophbtSc 4>ilok«^ of thfe^Ol* Teitaihtot/Updtai 
#heni» m^ <>f^han|&!ttic.'«iind»^b<!^£bi%if>crf' 
aHego»iking k nfto < ^ji»biethiftgri'%r)b«eHia(UM^ 
Ihds iilte Rahbin ^3|fl^telh4 ^thar Jhe><^^ .b^$^^ 
Which Jcmiuel ^hoaret, '^s th^ V)p^il, °ll#u(^ll 

. asi^tfaat, 'V«4iich Hie two I&bbin> ^h^ ^#yi^tfno 
^k ttegii'frlend -Ral^'Sikh^Mfifib^It^ U^d 

g.: )i a i liiid* li <Uji.)1..| — Lbiii wf tr>n hhnv^ ati 
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according tb the trite ^tory m the Thalmud. At 
lengthy this tdi(^ '#^' applied ' to * purposes of 
divination; aild because it was-thotight to have 
been delivered from heaViti by ah atigel, . .and 
frequently to have been accompanied with thunder^ 
vre can explain the different . expressiotis of . the 
people at the celestial voices addressed to : Jesus, 
tvhy at one time^ they thought^ '. that an angel 
spoke^ and at another^ that it thundered. Thus^, 
R; Jose, lefumt three things from the prophet 
Elijah, when he heard the voice of God like 

a DOVE {etSe to irvevfAa tov Qeov Koraficuvov wceel 
ir€fii(fT!£pdyy koi ipyofxevov kir avrop* koI J^oi) <l>a>vfi eic 

Twv ovpavwv^) upon which, among other things the 
prophet informed.him, that it was not then heard 
for the first time, but was regularly audible thrice 
in .wch day, and always was, when the Jews in 
the synagogues say. AMEN. In the first. chapter 
of the second book of Kings at the 8th verse, 
the Tishbite is represented as a hairy man with 
a leathern girdle about his loins ; and, in St. Mat- 
thew, the Baptist is said to have had a raiment of 
camels' hair, and a leathern girdle likewise about 
his loins. , , , » . 

But, although the traditions, which we have 



■ ' J 



(1) Beracoth fol. 3. (2) Matth.iii. 16, 17. 
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already cited^ bear bo striking a iresemblaoce to 
truth,. aigFeat'diyersity^of:,ppiniAP prevails amo)ig 
the Jews, whether the. Messiaji^ ^has or h^ not 
already vieited the earth, and tbos^/ v^jtip espouse 
the latter < idea, argue, that he cannot again be 
reasanaUy expected. However, in the Visitation 
o£. the Sick, ^d in the Jewish articles of Faith 
(Article' xii.) : the Rabbin wish it to be believed, 
that his advent is yet future^ 

(J nytt^ Dv ^:ii ^b narrN ♦an 

and the Targum mentions^ that at the end of days 
he will appear near the tower of Eder ; and that 
this tradition is true, may be shewn from Jerome, 
who says, that the shepherds were waiting hear 
this tower, at the time, that the heavenly ' host 
were . seen exulting about the glad ' tidings. 
R. Nahhman, in his controversial writings, cites 
from the Thalmud, a tradition, which belabours 
in vain to disprove, in which an Arab is intro- 
duced as desiring a Jew to loosen his ox from his 
plough, because he would destroy his sanctuary Vand 
as commanding him, after he had performed his 
requisition^ to harness the ox again to his plough, 
because his Messiah was born. Indeed, many of 
the most eminent of the D^bDH^ assert, that 
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H^ezd^iah was Ibe I^eseiKb, and Sennacherib Xjo^ 
and -Magvigy frMi.whoee it has beea inferred^ 
that^e. pitdph#aieilf>fe6|iectifig faim have ali^eady 
been teoomptiiifaed ; ' therefore Rabbi Hillel' imr- 
j^i^lj;^- deelares; that after the days 6f Heaekiafa, 
thiei Jews musb- expect no other MCNisiah. -:iBut 
thos4 Who^deem his asm to be yetTtltats^ kni^ue, 
that, when he- shall appear, he wUl.lihe Maneflr 
demand the High Priest to let: his! people go, . aod 
s^r^e .btOFi, -^'which must be a confession decid^ly: 
militating »gaiwtfti;k^ p^rpettuil efficacy of their 
law^ i^nd because Christ was the true Messbth^ 
evideblly favourable to that^ Gospel, whic^ intror 
duced the more valid hope (Kpelmwo^ iXwi&o^) 
whieh rendered all things perfect, and effected 
our approach to God. Elijah is^ said to , have 
informed Rabbi Yehudah, that the Son of David 
wbiild appear in the last jiibilee ; from whence 
Father Lamy has calcfulated ', that if the Israelite^ 
had continued to observe the jubilees, the fifth- 
teent^^ year of Tiberius, in which John the 
Baptist began to preach, would have been a jubilee^ . 
aifd it would have been the last, because in tlfiy^ 
years^v^fterwe^rds, the Jewish state had ceased to 
exiirt. ^"^R. Ass^ howtever avers, that the Tishhite- 
said, tnat^he^'woul^^^^^ until that jubljee 

.- V > . . . 5 ." ■•-• . :;i 

(1) Beausobre. 
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had ^pted;'fibecauil9^ «h# ^^ipr^et^ ^infiM^Mdl^ ^ 
R. ' Yefhiidahv ^at> ^ the ^utMfkt «otiUb^ hot;^hg;rS^el9' . 
thuh ibity^lSv^ jlibil^es; oLvJgmafe / t4Mq|^re« 'ipr&^ 

i6aitd ylMfi^i^ that tii!k> thoQlitid/af ' tbem would b^ 
tike ' bhaog^ ' VCft irtfT " withoqt< for^tand - vcrid V 
(wi4^<»itf€rodV^lfliw)4 ticb. tbGasand more wuiidd be 
m*Sl:^(0nd6rtthe ia«V) a«ok tdiat tbeiremaAniog two 
thbuiand would be n^^SIT '^ Ktbfi/fla^m; df^the 
M^nrifith) ;'>tbe' M^kih th^ mtatf Uave oome in 
thi» 4b«ir^thMi(aikkb'^3r^ aotorda^ 

in^' Hb 'lUsheur 6\xt^ Savkmr Diit- eome iiA>ihi!b feaJt^ 
Butt to iftferbbll tho ideift Of th^Decto^^ ««fd>to' 

cease, and all reniainintr time, would be under the Messiah, abd 
wovil^Vot^krriVfe^at V d^^Tntil iH'i^ ToBoV *^^^ij^ de^ 
cla#k^ ■' Itkt ibh^ ^(xM. w6ttld oal}r laob lOOOjycdyb ; iiMh thk 
moj^^^tie^t ^bt>in, ijyrsticisiijg upon Danjel vji^2^ bjj^t|^^ 
TIME understood the iBsyptian Bondage = 400 years $ therefore 
TiMEi*\h%c lie 800; ^Afl»^Ae Sliding d!J*^iirt'l^ 
8equf»)t)|r they absurdly 4 vt€|^d,via^yie,duii^yWj^^^ ^^ 
1400 Years. From these, however^ R.^ Simlai differs, and s 
thai fiy triplicating the y&rs spent m tgypV^ana*m^apll 
at Kll^lto; h ^imaytAfSfJiin^ Aajiiarth^attlceGlrttO peuH^P 
aftef tbe pjpi^tion of which the ]Rj€|psi|b^willj5»j^<^ ^^ . 
affirm, that 5408 years must elapse between the Creation and 
his^me,- an& ttiafr A.^.^4gT2, the gift of i^^Heef^,Wlfidi^ 

must, pw^ccje k\P, >?^d j^iw^ ; ^ ;9jh«ri' «^ )M ^e 
number of the years will be 5700. According to some, at 

the'<«losfeW*th6' slkth mill^iiary, tlte 'W^l-rd will rerert t o its 

primitive cEaoi^ and~all things have a iKibEatEu " 
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examine every specimen of Cabbala upon this 
subject^ would almost be impossible ;-=- iti fact; 
the Jews have so bewildered themselves, in their 
calculations by confounding the two advents, r- and 
have speculated from Scriptural declarations^ which 
they did not comprehend, into such an extensive 
range of absurdity and fable, that finding their 
numerous traditions^ raspecting this particular 
time opposite and contradictory, the one to the 
other, as well as continually falsified by the lapse 
of the prescribed periods, they have not hesitated 
{in Sanhedrin, c. ii. Qf.) to anathematize all those, 
who for the future shall attempt to compute it 
Is not this the charge, which our Lord urged 
against his Disciples and the Pharisees, that they 
computed times and seasons ', whereas the king- 
dom of God comes not by observation ? therefore 
being assured % that his first advent is already 
past, let us instead of speculating, like the Jews, 
concerning the time of his second, so respectively 
order our own lives and conversations, as to be 
found ready and prepared^ when he shall again 
appear to judge the earth ! 

(1) Actsi. 7. (2) Lukexvii. 20. 
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LECTURE IlL 



Al Koran. 

JuL AViNG in ' the former Lecture examined 
those particulars^ which immediately preceded 
the miracles of our Saviour^ and therein demon- 
strated his divinity from the writings of the Jews, 
we now proceed to adduce other traditions, which 
in some degree accord with the doctrines^ which 
he taught^ and the life^ which he led. That 
Christ was the end of the kw is manifest frcHn 
those ordinances and those types, which in it 
related to him ; and the Rabbin theirselves admit, 
that every thing recorded in the Law rmO, Pro- 
phets D^N^^3^ and Hagiographa D^lVISl, has an 
allusion to the ilDSn, which has already been 
shewn to be the Messiah ; therefore, because 
St. Paul assures us^ that Christ is the wisdom of 
God \ Oeov ao^iav, and the power of Grod, O^w 
Uvafiiv^ we have authority to refer to him not only 
the niDDn, but also the TDTMi ; and although the 

(1) 1 Cor. i. 24. 
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very name of the latter Sephlrah be not expressed 
in the Syriac version^ the former is distinctly 
marked^ in the following words : 

.ioi2:^! iA^Qfiuyo |oC^! ociVLuw }m««a:d 



.« 



St. Basil observes*, that God wrtH man 
delivered not his law amidst the terrors of Sinai^ 
the sound of a trumpet, and encircling fire, 
but mildly and gently, as possessing the same 
nature as thdse, to whom he delivered it, that 
he not merely energized at intervals like the 
prophets, but without cessation, by reason of the 
conjunction of divinity with his humanity.' The 
passage in Isaiah, that a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, has very generally .been referred to 
fAe Christ by the Jewish authors; and Kircher 
adduces a remarkable inscription written in mystic 
characters upon mount Horeb; which he pro- 
nounces to be the Chaldee, and accordingly trans- 
lates, ^^ God will cause a virgin to conceivb," 
and declares, that after a more attentive exami- 
nation, he discovered other letters, which' sig- 
nified, ^^ AND SHE SHALL BRING FORTH A SON." 

Others Kave corroborated his assertion, amongst 
whom P. Thoma Obecini testifies, " Qu'este figure 



(1) Ei9 Ttjv dyiav rod Xpi<rrov y€vvri<riv. 
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6 lettere si trovano sculpite in una pietra piccola 
posta a piedi del monte Oreb, dove Did N. S.- 
diede la legge, e si vede la pietra esser di radice 
del monte, mk poco elevata da terra.** But, as' 
we have no certainty, that these charaK^ters were^ 
not designedly placed there, at a time more recent, 
than that, in which the defenders imagine them' 
to have been placed there, we can draw no 
mfallihle inference from this circumstance. How- 
ever, it cannot be denied, that various parts of 
Scripture, which wie refer to the Messiah^ are also* 
referred to him by the Jews, as well as others, 
which seem to have a difierent allusion; thus, 
^^ In his days ten men out of all languages of the 
nations, will take hold of him, who is a Jew, ex- 
claiming, we will go with you, for God is with 
you® ; " and the other nations shall annually present 
themselves before the Lord at Jerusalem at the 
feast of tabernacles. Even R. David Kimchi 
admits, that when the sacred writer demands, 
" Why do the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine a vain thing? the kings of the earth 
set themselvies, and the rulers take counsel 
together against the Lord and his Anointed:" 
(Jehovah and his Messiah IITB^O'Sjn miT^) that 

(2) Zech viii. 23. 
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Qc^'^and Mj^|c>g #nd the tmcitum of the Saviour qf^ 

lumh, ,wl|icb!«Iatet to the toic^ojiis' birth oC 
o«r..$aYionr|, .the fjpwjrp ;^ti9nt Jqwn raeni^ to, 
thp Mesiifth^ ^ s^y (9ereshith IUt>^,tHmih 
89) that a9 Go4 punished Isra^^-by a virgin/ ws^, 
viR.lia henljithemiiby a firgin^ aecording to the 
words. oC the Prophet, Althoujg^h (he Gemura of 
Jerusalem and n many; Rabbin pwb^ that the 
Messiah waa.ibo^ be born in JBeth-Lehhein-Judah,; 
they pervefsely lirid incorrectly apply to ^im the, 
yfords of Nahum i. 1 1 ; , ai^d when Jonathan calls 

the Messiah one of the leasf of the sons of Judah. 

'''"■•. ' ■■. ■ 

he m^ the iiame term^ which I^icah applies to . 
Beth-Lehem £I^ratah^ These combined with 
the |>roof8 before produced^ demonstrate, that the 
Red.eec&er of the Christians is indubitably that 
Messiah, whom the prophets of Israel foretold ; 
therefore his law must be as obligatory upon us, 
as that of Moses was upon the'^Jews. A foreign 
Diyine has well remarked, that the Jews must 
have known Jesus to be the Christ, or at the 
least sonie great Prophe<^ because they fbai^ an 
uproar among the people : hen^% they must 



»t \ t k m tm/tjmitiitM^'^^ 



' ^1) tki 'p^[$liecy of MUssk has; been too My hunmkiami 
witli St. Matthew by Pococke and others to autberise my dis- 
quisition r«ipectiag il ia thispia<}^, (a) Jkaaaobns* 
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Aot^e acte4 ainiiist tlioir own .conacieaces ; fcr if 
be wh.vat an impoatpr, they cmghi nAth^fM 
have crucified bim hefm^e nor o/J^^ tn^ 'feast; 
and ifie w^j^tiijpjr shoul^ nave obeyed tne requP 
sition of the Wt . by putting him i:o death Sirins 
th^ feaA. • ; ^ 

« Many, of the latef Jews, who have laboured 
to refute the Gospels, amidst a variety of contra^ 
diction^ concede important truths narrated in 
them ; at one time, they admit, that he is a Piry^ 
phet. although k false one ; at another, they ^eiiy 
to hiti^ i^he gift of prophecy, and without proving 
the assertion, ar^ue, that he cannot therefore be' 
tljg Messiah^^^Th^ Jjear witness against ^hem-^, 
s^iye^, f}ia1^ h(£f rejected their traditions, imd pre^ 
syp^;, tljMit: he is now punished for having done 
80; and -not paly do they deny, that he was the 
p^phet lit^e un^o Moses, because he taught things 
CQH^ry /o l]iis law> but thence infffr,.^ that he 
could npt hav^^ been^ morf than. men in general; 
foCi^hiK^ he been God, when he . assumed the 
huni^ ^Wt^re^ l;iej,jriU8t have ceased to be God : 
but< |lie ^ijE^b^urditgr, pff such an arg^ment has been 
shoiwiJUL&nneiUpsirt of the work ; and if before 
thft apudDption 4^*. humaaitfr he was^God-f, ,he 

(3) ODrltNil'Aft%<the birth o£ our SaviDUr/HHickioteresling 
matter may be collected from St. Cypriaa de Nativ. Christi* 

£ 
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;as, jthat i§ .i^eyp^ablie fr^^^^^ es^^nce^, aiid be^ 
^usi& , PqHy , jcap .jesyerieiice joeither , xhaijge, per 
diqfiiautioat hq could not^t apy time hs^v^ Qeased 
tp be Deity. Truth, indeed, ^ver. wijl .. discover 
itself ; — thus, when the Gnostics imagine hirn to 
have been a celestial delegate sent to oppose the 
influence of matter ;. and ^ when they conceive, 
that, although he appeared . as a man he was but 
a (Ticia, having . a body, which was . perfectly 
vmonary^, and that his sufferings were therefore 
merely illtmve, not reo/, they assuredly confess 
with the Muhhammedans, that his nature must 
have been i^iore exalted than the human. It has 
been before mentioned, that the Jews acknowledge 
his niiracles; and the reasoq, why th^y ascribe 
them to. the incommunicable name arose Jrom 
Cabbala on the. word nVT^ and from the peculiar 
manner, in which. th£ name of the LORD 
occurs in some.parts, of Scripture; for which ^cause 
it l^s been .emphatically called. PtSTt the name : 
: — Similarly wonderful . properties have, been 
atti^ched to the name of Gtod by other Eastern 

. . . V If . I 

(1) It was chiefly to refute these errors, that St. John wrote 
his €k)fpel. 

2), The Messiah will be called Wine, as bein§4^y to t¥e 
IsrasiitMi and judgment to the Gentiles. 



iT;-" 
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nartkrW ; it i^ the pfctentx^f mysticbl atts; atid with 
it 'iH6ibst''feW*y teatluscript ctrttitntences. sit is 
lio**i^f strtiflge,* that the Rabbm shduld' haye pto- 
dflcecF *e iaocoutit 6f the Vestal taking water in 
iViCTe -from the 'Tyber, as positive ;proof, that 
h^the*tts-''cbtild perform such ; , because if they 
bonipare' our Saviour to the Pagans, they must 
srdtnit, ' that a. Pagan could perform greater 
miracles: than the . greatest oft their prophets* 

The Messiah is frequently called the Spirit of 

- . . • - ' 

God ;^ and St; Jph'n calls . the . Spirit the amSn ^; 
the faithful and true Witness ; — now,' ' Resh 
Lakish'Vays*, that he who repeats amen,' stidl\ 
haye the gates of Paradise opened to Him; Tand 
R. 'flhahina jnentions, that ]0K is contacted' ^rom; 
^ifyb^W, God the true King. 

Irtie victory over the serpent bas'iiot'onry tieen 
tn^tathorphosed into an Eastern Krishna crustiihg 
a iRLala-naga, / a classic Hercules overpowering 
S Dragon that guarded golden apples^ a northern 
Tfrbr lighting "with the serpent of TMigdafd, but by 
the Rabbin the Messiah. has been deblared to give 
m^Klfcirie for the recovery of those, who frad been 



bitten in the heel by~ the old serpent. ^ Others 
ihore plearly, wiite,, that the Shiloh, ^.who will 



! ■ » L 



.i:\j>;'» 



(3) Rev. iii. 14: . (4) Shabibafh>>oI. llU 

- ••* ...» ' E 2 ' '• 
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dedtielid fmm Jacdib^ wiH i sh^ that old serpent, 
who caused deflth to Adatn^ and debilitated all fais 
d<!8Ceti<!ant«: Tbe<rew«nl of this victoiy will be 
greM; fw the victor will obtain in marriage thi 

daughter cf the King^ whose clothing is c£ wroaght 

• 

gold^ who has been preserved in an aerial} toweir 
for the conquerpr. Many from the academy wUl 
make the attempt to no purpose ', because Shiloh 
atotie is . eqtial to the contest. Some few Jewish 
writers indeed wish to understand Moses Vf 
Shiloh, but by far the plurality maintain^ that 
Shiloh is the Messiah; — the Targum of Jeru- 
i^klem expressly states, that the serpent's head 
shall be bruised by the woman's seed in his days i 
ahd the most part agree with the Christians^ that 
the punishment inflicted upon: Adam will be 
^enfiediM in his time. 

Tih^ the kingdom of the Christ would be 
eternal, the Hebrew ' Scriptures were too un- 
^Uivbdtl to" permit them to doubt ; but they erred 
by' supposing that kingdom to be temporal j and 
concluding that the real Messiah would be a man 
far excelling all others ', and preserve his empire 



l H 



> - 

(1) Concerning the Academy consult Buxtof Ps Synag. Judaic. 
— Sheqn at one time was president of it, according to the 
Targum. 

(2) Although it has been shown from their writings, that he 
must be God> they prqfess to belieye, that he will be man. 
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for.«ver, by meins of hci cbildreil, wbjesbp^ld^ 
the end of* time sway therscqpbre of JUtmA. ..Xfi 
oiir Sayiour w& itaay dearly disoorn the Meiwiah 
B&a J^teeph) who wtmid be poor^ <aB the man c^ 
soerovesM^l acquainted with grief ^ and the Messiah 
Ben 'David, glorious, add possessed of endl^s 
empire, as the great* King, who with a mighty 
faattd^and stretched^out arm brought in his 
everlasting saltation, having led captivity captive. 
When the Doctors maintain, that the Israelite^ 
are to he sustained in captivity, until the advent 
of the Messiah, and that in his days a sanctuary 
according to the description given by Eze^hiel will 
be built, the planks of which will be from the 
cedars iof Paradise ; were we to pursue their mode 
of alle^ry, we nught hence showy that they were 
^^ in bondage to ceremonies and. ordinances,'* find 
that the ^* law was^ a school-master to lead tjs to 
Christ/' But we must not launch out into t^, 
vrhiah is speculative. Although as to (external 

appearance the temple of Solomon \ was the 

— II 

(3) la the Idra Habba, six spirits are enumerated, that of 
wisdom and understanding, — of counsel ahd -Ibrtttiidd, — of 
knowledge, and the Fear of the Lord ; "and in SoIomon^s throfle 
were six steps,* but Messiah ^^ill sit on seven :-^ those lethc 'spirits 
are the n^titeps/ and the Spirit of the ANTiENt 6r day*,- whiJ 
is over them will be the seventh ; by means of this Spirit,' the" 
Messiah will be invested Vrilb eVery excellent gift. 
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tti<jrft'^^imjign!tfc^t; 'yet' that of 'NeheiniKH''WM 
superior to it; notwithstanding, that i^' mafterttils 
>fe6t« Wow sifttjple, tflkt^h hAd neither th^ ^k, 
th^ ptc^tiitQry;- thd cWerubitn; the Urfm iM 
ThtinimimV the Shefenaft*, the Efbly Splfft^ 
the oil '6f unctiota; aitd the firer sent dowk from 
tieaveti; beclause it -was vmtedhy (nir Saviouii^^'iu 
glory infinitely exceeded that/ which filled the 
temple of Solomon; for as the things, which^ it 
appeared to want were symbolical of our SaviduV, 
they were supplied by his presence, being in- 
separably and everlastingly united in liim. The 
terapre to l^e built in his days was the temple of 
the Church preparatory to " the building not 
made with hands^ eternal in the heavens ; " in tbis^ 
fevery* thing, that was in the first, willbefbund, 
arid jBiccording to thie prophet, the glory of CrPd 
c«toiing^by the way of the East, attended by his 
voice', like the noise of many waters, and cherubic 

'IT,' •' .4. 

forms, like those, which he saw by the ritcr 



(J) Some Rabbin say, that the Urim aad Thummim were 
in this temple^ but that they lost their powers thrpugh the 
absence of the Holy Spirit. 

(2) According to the Thalmud, the feet of the Shekinah 
will stand on the mount of Olives, and the captives return 

fr6in CDirrj. 

(S) This recalls to mind the *71p"ni* 
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Chebftr^ willyagiin lw»reve^le^^^^^ppp|f^^ 

We rqa4 ia the Gpgp^K^r^l^ (;:|]ij3^t ,j^^ 
upoa 9n ass previous tor hifl^i^nt^^f^fje,.)^ 
salewi; and R. Abbin declaies^j^j^khat ^^^jpa^sage 
in Zecbariah hi. 9. must be fulfilled^ aud that the 
^Kibg riding upon tibe foal of an ass is the Messiah. 
Elij^h^ told R« Hhiya^ that Jerusalem and all the 
sages of the academy would be destroyed, and 
therefpre exhorted him to study thq law:fi,so 
our Saviour prophesied the overthrow of Jeri^* 

8alem% and mingled his prediction with ad- 

»-• • • 

monitions: after his ascension^ his Spirit wonder- 



c". 



(4) Midrash Shur Hashaariin« The Cabbalistical Work^ 
Sohar, says the same. (5) Sohar. ' -'■ ^''^' 

(6) Probably the expression in the ReveIatiod|Si:that.^cl is ' 
A K<A tl may have some distant allusion tp the Cabbalistical 
ideas^ respecting ^7{it; and the manner, in which S^. ^aiil spc»kks 
of a crown, seems to be a right applieation of.?)f^j[iXideed, 
because one of ihe prophets calls the Deity th.^^ firirt; .^o^^he 
last, the Cabbalists have discovered the fdllowing correspond- 
ence, •■> H . .. : ^: T > 

\.il0 ♦...10 ♦...10 

' n— ^ K c^'^P0"***^6d of !.•• 6 ncornpouiided'ofl..^ 6 

1—, 6 ♦...10 ., , ; ,-,;,*1m.> 4 

"" 26 ■ . .^^^ .. j, . ^_^ ^^. - 

,.26 ^ _. . bi-.>/ v'^3^' 

(7) THeiy say, that after his time innumerabl#'and^ dreadful 
wars will be waged around .Jerusalem. ./ 
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the daijy in \^ich tho temyile was^destroy^y th6^ 
were < separated fromi* their h^ave«I]i»'i^niflieirv>iti]r' 
an itoti ^11. '^The words of'^Eisedhi^' Nf^l.bfe 
fulfiitedip ^during HIS reign upoii'e«rtb't'-^^b<«El^ 
of living waters fiomtig from the' satbctMry at 
Jerusalem shall rush tatth partly jtowbrds the 
Eastern^ partly, towards the WcMeni sea, and 
wherever these: waters go^ life shall follow 
then^ and trees jietdidg froit in every 
month shall flourish on the banks. This is not 
fabla^ but shall be done, when the '^ Angel ^adl 
fly in the midst of heaven^ bearing the eveiiasti^ ' 
Gospel ; '' then the vision of holy waters shaQ be 
accon^plished ; — from the first ages of Ghristianiiy, 
they have continued to increase, and ere the 
second advent of the Redeemer, they shall' be ad 
impassable river. In the Revelations^ i^e observe^ 
an aceount of these trees, whose ^^ leaves are for the 
healing of the nations : " — thus, as those waters 
advance towards . the sea, the waters are healed ; 
the symbolical fishers shall stand ^^ fiDrn £n-gedi ' 
even unto £n-eglaim," and an innumerable miilti->T 
tude shall be enclosed in their nets. The leaves of ^ 
these trees shall not &de, nor the fruit be eon-^) 
sumed, because the waters, by whidi they v are' 
nourished, issued from the sanctuary^ and~at last 
join in their course the pure " river of water of 
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'^e^f clear as crystal; which^prooeedethr oiit of the 
throne 'of Grod and the Juamb.'^ Tben^ M^the 
Babhm' proceed to sttfbe^ Ihete sliaU be bvit^^one 
kingdom tni the earth', Blijah shall have cofme, i^rery 
idol, and every lying prophet shall be^takeii'fiom 
mankind^ ahd every nation at the sabbathsi^'Atfnd 
new moons^ shall bend before Jehoviih in'tiis 
temple at Jerusalem. According to their -dwn 
acknowledgement, this is the kingdom never '^ to 
be destroyed, which was predicted by Daniel, and 
thus it is (as R. Moses' Ben Maimon remairks) 
that many Jews have thought' from Scripture, 
that men will live for ever in thie dajrs of King 
Messiah, that the happiness universally prevalent 
in his time will resemble that, which was at first 
in Eden, and that the ' earth will spontaneously 
yield produce of most extraordinary kinds. There- 
fore Messiah must be the tree of life; for he 
restores £den to mankind, and makes his body 
and blood an appafiwp of eternal existence, by 
^* feasting on him in the heart by faith with 
thanksgiving.** At his advent, the dead in exile 
will arise and return to life ; after which thfe^ will 
again die, and once more arise at the last judg- 
ment; — then shall all be raised, who now sleep 
in the dust of death ; and should any have died 
either lame or blind, God will raise them to life in 
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i9eJMch/lMl <wiH rinneAy '(jhe# defecti '"^^^But^^^n 

.'^ifl^Haft upoh othet snbjecls; the diffeMMrf^ of 

'4sipimoir:^i» grieitt («>filr \B^ Stttaliah Ha^gftoii'main- 

etiliiifi^ilhat tinrf' sM agam dieV'but 4)e tmhs- 

rflatedbfrddi^slt^cfe in'tlie davs of the Mbsskiii to 

()the bliaf' which le abote^ anid the liiore airtient 

» Ddotors pronounced it to be their ojpinionS" that 

the dead thea^ raised Would never return to dust, 

but Uv^ for ever. R, Saadiah Graon aba says ^ 

that the resurtection - will happen during ^the 

Messiah'fr rdgn upon earth ; and the earlier Jews 

uiqie<iuivoc%iUy declared; that he, who denied the 

r^siu^iieelion of the deadj wotild hot live ih the thne 

pr the Messiah^ £;ven if- all his other actions had 

been gbocjl ; and R. Maimonides asserts^ that the 

dead, when r^isedi shall enter Paradise tbgether 

with the- Messiah. How forcibly then' riaustotir 

Saviour have addressed the believing Jews^ who 

were acquainted r wjtih- these ippiaions^ when^'he 

- 4ppi1Qf^ed the grave, of La^an^s ! witji. what 'ac- 

eo^pasiybig. conviction must he have^ ^id to 

Mar*a! ^' I am THE Resurrection ^'H' «va- 

A'^a^^s) ,wd THE life (*H ^0117)' he that believeth 
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^. 0) Cited, as the motto of this Work in the tit]e-pag?e. 

(2) Indiscriminately called Gaon or Haggaon^ with the em* 

phatic n« ' ' ^ 
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and /(vhpsQeveF Ijve^.rand^.bejyiievi^ Jli m^tl^h^ 
never , ;di€u'V , Therefbiz^, . ibeci^vse thgap eirffumy* 

Redeemi^rj sherepUeSt ?Yf», JUrd^. It.ljgliei^ 
that thou art THE Cbrkt^ 4)he Son of Qod| m\^ 
should come into the world." So, when our 
Saviour expired upon the crosft^ the vail of the 
temple was rent in twain from the top to the 
bottom^ the earth quaked^ the rocks rent, the graves 
were opened, cmd many bodies of the Saints which 
slept arose, and came oui of the graves after his 
resurrection, md went into the hohf City. The re- 
surrection of the dead is also an indispensable article 
in the Muhhammedan faith ; thus Jesus is intro- 
duced in the KoraUj as declaring, that he bad 
power from God to restore sight to men blind from 
their lurth, to cure the leprous, and raise the dead ' : 




Ai^y^i^ ^JoJf A A ^ ilf^^ ^J-« *Xi 
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Sura, iii. 4S. 



LECTURE in. 77 

aifdr JefePoddeen xnefAions, that he raised Lazarus 
the Just, the sdn of the widow of Naiii^ and the 
daughter of Jairus, as well as Sheoi^* son of Noah ^, 
who died iinmediately after his resurrection ; but 
the most^ beautiful idea respecting the resurrection 
appears to be in Abil Ola Ammoarree, 
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The Jews own, that the Messiah will heal the 
sick, and reform mankind ; Solomon Yarchi and 
others refer to him the 53d chapter of Isaiah^ and 
say, that the sufferings therein described will be 
his; and even Abarbanel, notwithstanding all his 
otig^tions, mak^ concessions, which prove those 
objections to be unfounded. They admit from the 
positive declarations of their own Scriptures, that 
M^s^iah Ben' Joseph will die ; and R. Eliezer 



(2) Some Arabic commentators pretend, like the Jews, 
that these miracles were done by the name fTliT' 
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a%a][j^^ tliiat. the days iio&cjthedCbri6bii«M W'lSifty 

jthai^vhQigwtddm/ lilthougkh^tujflpdS^, like ^h9§e/ 

mi^ ibe^, p^^^ufll, i];f^&Ms^ Jm >8citi% aildfi^aikad- 
sons wUl reign aft^ I^im^.aiidjin4nnnrili:ili^ei6hg 
in bis days. Maracei remarks, that the:* biMdy 
daaliivand^passiQi^ of the Redeemeris ^id::nowledged 
ill jev^fal^pji^ts of the Xk^^^^d; 4nd tiie^pttssage 
in. Djaniel^. which says, thrt the Messsah will t>e 
cut ofFj^ if! referred to him, but perverted by the 
Rabb|nical paraphrase .that the unction of KXhgs 
wHljIi^U; pease,,. 'and 6o4i^ over all the 

earth. R. Nabhman owns th^ death of' Messiah 
Ben Joseph, but denies, that Messiah Ben David 
wi|l ])e slain like his predecessor ; — ^e read, that 
^ng^^ were^ stationed at the sepulchre of our 
l^yio|i;(r, and that holy angels shall take- the body 
of Messiah: Ben Joseph, and preserve it in secret 
witi^ J;bose of the other Patriarchs^ ^ In Masseceth 
SifCQ^, the words of Zechariab} that they shall 
look on him whom they. have pierced, are declared 
to^i^elate tp Mm; and there. Ae is called, the LORD, 
who stretched out the. heavens, who founded the 
earth, and framed therein the spirit of inan^ JBut 
not only does the book 731*1 flp^J^ mention, that 
lie shall arise, when MichaeFs trumpet shall sound,. 
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•but -«r ttadifcion has<4>6en citled ina late cohi^en- 
larj^tW) tb^(t(BblpeleM wbiel/ aMetts, 'that be shall 
;an$^ ^an the :t)iyr(l' ^dijr ^ > ^ ' On* ' iidebiint ^of the 
miidenilabte tevideil^ 'A#brdM 'ki tf^ 53d chapter 
;oC.IsaiEah>, it has b^n 'febted, ^hiA he will sit at 
the gate' of Rome among the sick and leprous ; 
3od be<Baus6 he is there represented as bearing our 
siu^ the Tbalmud has called him a leper (tHIVn) ; 
in Jbct, the Jews in many works adhiit hiis media- 
torial office*; and Buxtorf declares, thkt it is for 
.thi^ reason/ ^that he is surnamed ^ JehoVah our 
ilighteousoess ; ** -*— not only, however, does he 
bear our sins, J>ut Rambam affirms, that he takes 
awayJthe punishment due to all the sons of Adam: 
Ii2^^ those writings, which are niore particularly 
^ireQb^ against Christianity, he is denominated 
THE. CRUCIFIED; and it is pretended, that for 
forty days before his crucifixion, a crier published 
that he was about to be stoned ^ for practising 
magic, and enticing the Israelites to idolatry, 
desiring all his defenders to appear; but that, as 
; none .appeared to defend him, he was stoned, and 
^ <!tilcifled the day preceding the passover. What 
can more clearly identify our Saviour to have 



(1) In their prayers, it is also said, that David will rise from 
the dead. 
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been the Messiah of the prophets^ than acorn- 
jparison of these traditions with real occurrences ? 
and if we read in the Thalmudf ^^ When a prophet 
.bids thee to transgress the words of the law> obey 
him in all things, but idolatry :" knowing, that 
Christ is here intended, may we not decide, that 
Tnany of the tyO^H were convinced in their hearts, 
but like the ..rulers, iu,. his tiiQ$ fi^jun^ . to confess 
him, on account of the multitude of his enemies? 
How well then might the words of Isaiah be 
again applied to the scepticising Jews I ^^ The 
heart of this people is waxed gross ^, and their ears 
are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they 
closed ; lest they should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with their 
heart,' and should be converted, and I should 
heal them/' 



»»«*>»i*i— — *i^i»*— ^ I ■ III ^m^m^mtmmmi,^^ 



(1) Isaiah vi. 10. Acts xxviii, 27. 
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LECTURE IV. 



St. Luke xxii. 37* 

'^Eti toSto to ytypa/Afiepov Hi rtXco^yoi. 

W £ must be convinced from an examination 
of the different Jewish traditions respecting the 
Messiah, that a considerable proportion of them 
can by no means be applied to the history of 
Jesus Christy whilst upon earthy and yet, that 
they are in a great degree corroborated by the 
words of the prophets^ as well as by the decia* 
rations of the writers in the New Testament ; 
therefore, since both Prophets and Evangelists 
have recorded, that there will be two advents of 
our Saviour, one, in which he shall visit mankind 
in great humility, the other, in which he shall come 
in the clouds of heaven, to judge the world ; if we 
refer those, which disagree with his first appear- 
ance to the particulars, which we are authorized 
by the Scriptures to expect at his second, we 
shall perceive, that many of these ako will have 

F 2 
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their cbrnpletiorij like the preceding.' The 
history of the three apostate ffings \ who ■ shall 
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irfda 



(1) £ Buxtorai 6ym^ii'\!vi4kick.^A» fti^Work hiM he^ 
come exceedingly scarce, and as th^ editions greatly differ^ the 
following account is subjoined from it. " Primum signum erit, 
qu6d Deus excitaturus et produclurus est tres reges apostatas, 
et a fide suk deficient^f, in.hominum tamen^ coaspectu veri D«i 
cuUum,quamvi8anim\i^ loir^^ atius ipsis ^it'ftittirus, prse se ferentes. 
Omnes enm homines seducent, illisque imponent, ut a Deb €t' 
fide 8ui deficiant, ita ut miilti quoque p^caUtes irifer^ Israelite 
liberation! suae et redemptioni sint desperaturi, Deum abnega« 
turi» 6t timorem illius derehcturi. De illis dicitur^ *'lJtfecit 
V^tas/ (Is. lix. 15.) quid est *'Jirfeckf" Quicunque veri- 
tatem amant^ catervatlm aufugient, et in lafttbalis et speloncis 
sese abscondent ; fortes verd tyranni illos omnes per^eqaentur^ 
et interficienti Tunc nullus erit rex in Israel, uti scribitur, l>ie» 
multi^ etcw (Hos. iii« 4.) nullus Academise rei5tor, nullas pHoceps^ 
Synagogee ; nulii fidi pastores, qui populum lege Pei pancant. 
nulli misericordes et sancti, nulli clari et praestantes viri amplius 
erunt ; Coeli claudentur, n«llus cibus, nullum alimentum later 
homines reperietur. Tres illt reges phirima durA, tniqua^ et 
tyrannica. ^ient decreta (Dei tamen permissione et ordinatione 
novem tantiim menses regnabunt) ade6 ut (lomines imminuantar 
et deficiant/ et quaro Deumabnegarf^-mori prae^ptent. De> 
cuplum illis tributum imperabunt, quf octo antea pendebat,^ 
octogiata in posterum pendet; qui decern, centum \ cui hon 
erit in ere, luet in corpore, etc. etc. et graviora hi dies onera 
populo Israelis imponentur. Accedent etidm ab extremis t^rrast 
partibus nigri et deformes homines, quos qui intuebitur, prae 
terrore et metu morietur. Singuli enim duo capita, et septem 
oculos flammeoft et igneos habebunt, tantaeque peniicitatis et> 
yakicitatis erunt, ut c^ryps ipsos cur^ s^uenl.^ Turat Israel 
c(|ainabit: Vae! vse jnobis! pueruli ver6 terrebuatur. et ipsi ex- 
clamabunt; Ah vae! Ah vae! quid qobis facieodonriest^^mf 
Facer <^ Pater yierd respondebit ; Redemptio Israelis* propd 
instat/' 
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• tedtioe qfi^ ftom. th^^right vr^y,:.fiXk^^fSLi^e them 
tq desjMiir of the IWd^^iptipp qf Israel, has ^risei) 
fmu^JhSi iifidfaiatioa .o£ Isaiah % that ^^ Judgment, 
kbtturned backmirdy >aad justice standethlafar ofi^ 
for ttuth is fallen in the street^ and equity cannot 
9Qt§r; y^^ truth faileth, and he that departeth 
from evil, maketh himself a prey ; and the Lord 
saw it, and it displeased him» that .there was no 
judgment'* If in this tradition, any truth be 
conc^l^j it cannot be referred to the times, 
which preceded our Saviour, nor can it to any 
other period, but to that, which must elapse 
between the two advents; and although it con- 
fessedly be blended with that, which is monstrous 
and fabulous, it seems a sort of mythological 
narration of the various persecutions, which have 
been endured since the days of our Lord ; and some 
parts pf it correspond with " the locusts^ " in the 
Bevelations, as well as with that beast ^, which 
came out of the earth, having power to perform 
miracles^ to deceive its inhabitants, and causing 
those to be killed^ who would not worship the 
image of the beast, that bad the wound by a sword^ 



(2) Isaiah XIV. IS. (S) Rey, ix. ^, 

(4) Rey.xtii. II, 12, IS, 14. 
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and did live, fhiitis lif/^s^MSk^^HMl^ 

Mvdo«^ah<i' ;i^^g6H<hir'«ari^ti«^i''fi^<^,i ^tmm 

I^^ea^ predicts; 'thiit %1ie '«liil^^n'«FltM«»%ndH 
abide lor tnan^ days ¥We^1cMi', ^ddH'^ttbr^ 
fi<%<, image, epHbd,' oi^ teraphlfh/'^^ '^ fltbe^f 
these kings there shstif bd no rMer of tf^^acAdinfp, 
no nead of the synsigogtie ; ' W eons^iiiiMiiMJb 
pastors shad instruct ihts pioipte, 'and thd' iMa^lfe 
theirselves shall be shut to Wiilthold th^ tie^^iSf^ 
food from man. Through thfeir 'tyrftt^yj vf^lA'Ai 
Bhall continue for nine -months,' those fe#,' fi4lo 
yet love truth shall flee, and cohceal themscflVbs' in 
the earth ; but there shall their persecutors follow 
them and destroy them. If we view the Imra^Kt^ 
as having been for ages scattered ainong the nMidos 
without a kin^, and recollect at the sam^ time f%e 
assurance, wnich God has given to thefm^ that th^y 
shall hereafter return to their bWn land, aiid rebif^d 
the temple, it will be deaf, that much of dfis 
tradition is not without foundation;' atid thoise 
parts, which have been tiBtken ^^^ pr^ify, 
when compared with it, evince, that ^^ die Be- 
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•*^of;.%i?»^«ep^- ,J^n;jr, cireumsterios- in 

«»«ppe««rtfl|tiw» ,.J>f . tfie |pnj^,,tfiin^,. and_ haye 
a T geeatjor., or le«vi rehtjon^hip to .those predictions 
^H^e Idevi^atioas, yvhich answier to the passages 
i|fli:the^..OU' Te^^unent, upon which they are 
|QWi4ed« Th^ JHistoiy of VBHri DlV^tyitt Anpillus 
4he Wicked) ^ vidjenjtly. origioated from traditions 
nespecting , the Anti-phriat ; and the previous 

• • • 

wars of Messiah B^n Husiel (Joseph) as well at 
ins victoiy over the King of Edom relate decidedly 
to the Papal power (Wl*l JtJnO) which he will 

.overthrow. The persecution3i which the Jews 
have at differennt times experienced from this 
power^ necessarily led them to expect deliverance 
from, its tyranny, and punishment to be in* 
flicted upon it in the days of the Messiah ; — but 
as it could not exist before the days of Chnst, 
-when ^On nyTD is mentioned prior to his time, 

sihe 'Roman sway is undeniably intended. 

""rMcMiah BeK^ Joseph is to die in battle against 
Jlrmillus. and as St. John testifies, that in his 
time Anti-Christ was already come, and St. Paul, 
that THAT wicked one shall be destroyed with the 
spirit of his mouth, and the brightness of his 
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<;oiiiing^ tiiere does not aroear to be mUc^ ab^s. 
surdity fn supiK>8tDg'Ymn 'to\e cqntemponuy '^th^ 
both M6ssians^ and to bede^tro^ed a|t the apgeai^^^ 

anoe of the letter: — the firat indeed appears. 

■- ■ . y ' ■ . ,. . ., .,,... ^ rr . .^\ 

although skilled in war, to have b^n designi^d^ 
rather as an exhbrter^ the latter more particularly^ 
as a conqueror. After this, at the second blast of 
Michael's trumpet, the dead shall be raised, and 
Messiah himself the Son of David shall recall hia 
predecessor to life; allowing then the J^oofs. 
in the second chapter^ that X^tSlp 01^ or the 
Messiah is God^ a strong correspondence witlji^ 
the Gospel History naturally presents itself; and 
l^e blessings attendant upon the last blasts ^h^^, 
the pillar of the cloud of the Shekinah shall 
pfelcede the Israelites^ are not totally dissimilar 
from the ideas indulged respecting the Millen- 
nium, and are all founded upon, passages of 
Scripture. 

In many Rabbinical works^ the return of 
the ten* tribes, their union with those of 
Judah and Benjamin^ as well as their obedience 
to a King of David's race, are pradictied 9^ 
preceding or attending his manifestation ; ii^ 
minute circumstances we shall find contradiction 
among the Jewish writers, but with respect to 

,jr I . , • 

these parttcutdr signSy similarity of sentiment seems 
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generally; to prevail. The application pf tl^e ^ords 
qi Isaiah and other prpphets blended witbvtxat 
<)itions would authorize us to argue froip, th§ 
obvious sense of those, wqrds the conversion of 
b6th ^ews and Israelites to the true Messiahi whp 
was Jesus Christ; but those proofs are the 
stjrongest, which are extracted from their owti 
collisions. In th^ days of the Rodeemer^ 
F^dise will be. open to the sons of Jacobs each 
shall prophesy, each shall behold God face to &ce s 
then shall the new heart . and the new spirit fore^ 
told by Ezechiel (xxxyi. 26.) be placed within 
them, the heart of stone shall be taken away, and 
the heart of flesh shall occupy its place. At the 
advent of the Messiah, Gog and Magog must 
arise and fall in the mountains of Israel : and the 
reason, why it has been conjectured, that the 
times of the Redeemer have already elapsed, ax^^ 
why several of the D^DSn have called Seqnacherib 
Gog and Magog, originated partly from errors 
reipectmg the two manifestations of the Christy 
partly from the idea, that the army of Gcfg and 
Mkjgog' would be destroyed in the same miraculous 
msltiner, as that of Sennacherib. The prophecies 
Qoiicernipg theni undeniably relate to t;be.Jattej 
times, the completion of which is expect^ after 
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their 'native land; but^ although it has tiot been 
linamtaidtfsly dteided, Wno Grog and Magog are^i 
tt[e'i3ur^ and^(9 IMMb 'honiesjUnfeMftfM 
with Alliei against the wel&re of God's favoured 
peopte, have fof the most part been supposed to be 
tbos^, ,!^ho sl^l i^lfil the declarations o£ the 
l^roltih^t. St John in the Revelations makes 
meptiop of the battle of Gog and Magog; and 
j5|om [a Gp/sipi^rison of the different passages, 
where they are .named, we shalKbe induced to 
€QncJude, tha|; these are mystical terms for nations 
a^ present not to h^ ascertained, and that alL 
jw^hich we can certainly declare, is, that a dread- 
fill, wa|r^ will i^rise previous to the consummation of 
all; thing9« .The Muhhammedans admit, that 
Jesus will descend upon earth to kill Apti-Christ, 
jfij^p ip^ewden^ly Qonfounded^th ^^ r>^^' 
fttid^uch' matter vespecting them noMy be collected 
^firott& the traditiotaf^ volumes of the Ll^Xc: 

ikiong'biher thingSi they are feigned to be 
CanniWs, who do not die, tihtil 'each Ms ^eeti 
a thousand of his sons bearing arndi ^ ' • i^ -^ 
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(1) Jelal^oddeen. 



'-'*.."[ ' ^ 



The aescription, which Joel has given of th6 
second advent^ compared with simikr passage^ 
have given rise to several other circumstances 
attendant on the appearance of the Messiah. la 
his time^ the Mount of Olives will be cleft asundef^ 
and the valley of Jehoshaphat lie between it Sh^ 
Jerusalem : and both the Nile and the EuptifacSi 
will be dried up, and divided, that the disjpei:Beil 
of Judah and Israel. re-coUected itrom the four 

i .*.•:. i it 

parts of the earthy may pass on dry land, as when 
they left Egypt. 

' From, some passages', which metdtphblt^icM^ 
make ment^ c^ a Ceast of the It^/ :4ttf)h^j9^|» 
Z^^ComeV ji&ll ye heasts of theforep^; ^9^^^^ 
ftevour,ijr^^all ye. beasts of^be. fpir^st|;;^^^^^ 
J^a^t^j^al writers have imagined, th^jk^ the 
Messiah will |;ive a royal entertaipme|[it ^, ^ wbjch 



(3) Isaiah xxv. 6. (4) Ibid. Ivi. 9. 

(5) Buxtor^ Syn. JTadaica. 
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briogft to. our tDecnory the marriage-supper t)f'the 
Lsimb in the Revelations'. After h^ has' collected 
an t^e Jaws together, and brought them intb the 
]$Ai flowitDg with mUkiabd honey^ thegies^3Qst 
a^nimals, among cattle, birds, and ^shes shall be 
slain for their repast, and that delicious wine shall 
be produced from the wine«cellar of Adam, which 
was pressed from the grapes of Paradise. The 
first of these, animals will be the •lin "IW or the 
enormous bull called HIDni Behemoth in the 
book of Job ; after which the Leviathan will be 
brought, as well as his female, and the cow created 
with the "IJin *rtB^. Not only these however, but 
the amazing bird ni31^-1Il will be served up; 
after which every species of fruits from the garden 
of Eden, even those, which grew on the tree of 
Hfe, together with Adam's wine, will regale the 
party. But before the feast, the Thalmud men- 
tions, that the Messiah, like other kings at their 
marriages, will entertain them with games, in 
which Leviathan will contend with the bull, and 
neither. being able to overpower the other on 
account of the equality of their strength, the 
l^ssiah will at last slay them with his sword, 
-t .^ — . 

?© The marriage of Shiloh with the King's daughter in 
chapteaiii. 

ni^ alt 



ac^ofdiag %o tht words of 'die ifrophet^ ^ iFbi 
whole will dote witka dance. • >j «^' t * 

i^When we iirad^ that tha > Isradites, shall 
ise^ 'firom one endiof the earth tbthe :otherp, that 
the whole^^4]irld shall >be subject to €M*s lawi^^i 
thaetbeimeiniea of his'pei^e (the Ghristians) sl^aH 
bis * destroy ei^; that all 'disease and every plague 
sbilH be'banis&ed^ and their lives continile as 
tofig ad teks ^> Chat those Chrirtiansy who survive ^^ 
sh^l ^^IHngiy build -houses and plant vineyards 
tcfif *th^ J^wsj as Well as gratuitously '^rdsent to 
th^cn their {property, that they shMl dii^e aiieW 
ahd saltibrious air ^ ; that com shall spontaneously 
gt^W, "4fid^ always ' ripen ^; that tlte Alinighty 
shall send f aiii, when desired ^^ ; that the Jews shall 
collect iheit harvest,' no' enemy making ^ them 
afiraid " ; that War or the sotind of war shall be 
heAtA no nio^e, but peace reign over man and 
beast ^^; that when discbrd shall occasionally arise 
among foreign natiohs the Messiah will reoondle 
theth ^, and ■ (;ause the Jews to live Irt everlasti'ng 






/(2) baiabxxviu I. . '/{S)lbid. ix. 12. 

(4) Ec^les. iiL 9a C^)[ Ezecbt xxr. 14, Isaiah, xxxili. dk 

(6) Isaiah Ixv. 22. Another accoant says, that they shall iiTe 
a» kmg-as Ihe ante-diluvians, and be strong and nimble in oil): 
age. . (7) Isaiah Ix. Ixi^ 5. . (8) Ibid. ixv. IV* 

' (9) Hos. xiv. g. (I0)2ach. x,i. ' (ri) Isiiah IxH. t. 

(12) Hos. iu 18« Isaiah ^i. 7. (13) Isaiah &.Vm 
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ling God *^ ; ive j^rttiicj QioW^ftie^ 
o¥ Scf^toirl^^hiive been->iv6rtfeS, arid Ho#T¥6iri^^ 

piPifcriptute^ Vifheh^if^ IdtAf^ to ftte advent of ©fi^ist/ 
all lb; parts unfte^th retatiotifSifp dtfaer to thdt;^^ 
i^hich has past, or to that^ which is yet ftitur^'; 
al3id «ven, when the Israelites transgressed the 

. f^ • • • . ,^ _ ^.■^ 

divine command,' 6r disobeyed the obvious m\Y 
of Ood^ they by no ihean'^ impeded its arrival t 
thus, when they petilioiied the Almighty tcSt' 
a' king ^ they undesignedly executed hii^ purposes, 
since he had ordained, that the Christ should be 
of a royal family, and of the house of David. 
'^ The gospel of St. Matthew, called also Levi, 
commencing by genealogical proofs, that our 
Saviour was of .the race of Abraham and family 
of David, demonstrating, that three particular 
{Prophecies had been fulfilled by his birth ; that 
fn/f his birth at Beth-Lehhem in Judaea, that of 
Micah ; by his flight and departure from Egypt, 
that of Hosea ; and by his residence in Nazareth^ 
ibose iif- severid prophets had received their ac- 
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(I) Jer. xxxiii. 10. " (2) Isaiaii xi. 9. vide Buxiorfii 

Syo* Jtud* (3) Beauspbre. 



OE. THE Jb)Ys." . Not only .was a, triple character 
to b<e .d»cerne(l ,in Hij^sELF, but if we atteptiuslv 
examine, what w:ere those of his progenitors? 
Wtiat offices they, perforuie^d ? What power th^y 
exercised,, we shall find* .that tkw alto werf spme 
of the most renowned apiong mankinc^ . we ^ba}l 
discover, that ^A^ were Prophets, PRiESTS^-and 
KiNPs unto God ; therefore, when all these fiinc- 
tions display themselves combined in the persppi 
of our Lord^ and when this three-fold character 
evinces itself to be inseparable irom ■ his n^c^ 
reason and impaxtiali^ musf depidie^ ^^hatt H^^an^ 
HE ALONE was tl)e Re^eepaer^ of .i^hoip^^t^^ 
Isi^elitisb prophets sang, ^The^ ,^dm,irs^^|^ djrc^P* 
logicalftrder, notic^by the Ey^ngjs^^ 
have been fortuitous; it could not have been 
ajCcidentaL that fourteen generations should have 
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elapsed from; Abiifaatn to David % fourteen from 
David to the "captivity, and Jhurteen from the 
captivity to Jesus Christ ; indeed, seven in all its 
cpmbihatiohs seems to be of peculiar, importance 
in the Old Testament, and is of most mystical 
signification in the Cabbalistical productions. 

• • • • 

Both Indians aiid Egyptians in their perverted 
worship appeared to. have been acquainted with 
the expectation of the Jews ; the residence of the 
Deity on earth, in whatever mythology it be found,^ 
has a certain allusion to this event; and Captain 
Wilford proves, that, the Hindoos maintained aA 
early intercourse with the Israelites. 

So many evidences, then, cannot err ; and if 
it has been shewn, that the predictions in the 
Hebrew Bible have been fulfilled in the New 
Testament, we must he bound to believe all the 
assertions, and obey all the injunctions, which it 
contains. If we risgard Jesus Christ, as Priest and 
Saviour of his people, a strong typical resemblance 
Will jpresent itself to us between those, who were 
related to Moses who received the Law, and those^ 
who were the parents of him and his precursor ; 
't)ecause VaE^N the wife of Aaron is rendered 



(1) The objections to this account have disappeared by 
means of a reading in a manuscript discovered by Griesbach. 



LECTURE IV. 9Jr 

by the LXX> which it the name of the 
mother of St. John the Baptist' ; DHQ the sister of 
Aaron and Moies Maptdfiy which is that of the 
Vii^m Mary; and the name of Jesus himself is 
but the Greek version of V^^Tf, who conducted 
the children of Israd into the Promised Land. 



These close analogies, and traditions, therefore^ 
which have been produced, must have been 
derived from the sure word of prophecy ; — from 
the primitive ages of the world, some extraordinary: 
ngianifestation of the Deity was expected in thor 
latter times, the nature of which some inspired 
by God conceived ixu>re clearly, some more faintly ; 
and others knew only traditionally, that such an 
event would occur. At a very early periods- 
Jacob predicts the days of Shiloh ; Job whilst 
bending ben^th accumulated woe, the advent pf 
his Redeemer at the latter day upon the earth ; ai)4 
Mo3es, perceiving the important realities, that wer^ 
concealed by the. legal veil of types and ordinances!, 
the existence of a prophet like to himself ; in sub-^ 
sequent times also, Pavid and the prophets, as it 
were^ indulged with clearer vision, as the sera 
approachedj foretold the particulars, which attendedi 
the missioa ^pf our Saviour. If, notwithstanding 

(2) '&iir«(/}cr ia St. j^ke. 

Q 
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their numerous equivocations, these inspired deco- 
rations are admitted by the Jews to refer to their 
Messiah^ they must be referrible to Jesus^ whose 
life the EvangeUsts narrate ; for if^ as Rabbi Isaac 
and Rabbi Nahhman maintain, the Christians err 
in their application of them to him, it will be 
required of them to harmonize the discordant 
assertions of their Gemara, which both deny and 
confess the advent of King Messiah, — to produce 
some other, to whom they may be more correctly 

• 

applied, — or to demonstrate beyond a possibility 
of refutation, that these predictions still reinain 
to be fulfilled ; but, if, upon the other side of the 
question, it be manifestly apparent, that no other 
person has at any time existed^ to whom they pre- 
cisely answer, and that they precisely correspond 
with the history of our Saviour, it will be proved, 
that they are applicable to him, consequently, that 
they have been fulfilled, and therefore, never can 
be referred to any other. If we only reflect upon 
the evidences adduced ; if we only recollect the 
extravagant ideas indulged respecting the Christ, 
and comparing them with the (zctions of our Lord, 
discover them to be in every respect different, the 
one from the other, and then on a reference-to 
the Scriptures perceive, that the life, which he 
led, admirably harmonized with the assertions in 



LBCTURE IV. 99 

those Scriptures concerning the Messiah ; — if, 
admitting (as demonstration obliges us to admit) 
the inspiration of the Sacred Records, we consider 
these circumstances, we cannot but acknowledge, 
that HE, who is the subject of their prophecies, is 
thfit true Messiah, whom the Christians adore, as 
co-equal, and as co->essential with the Creator of 

the Universe, 

For, as the Law was a shadow of good things 
to come, and as its ritual related to him, who was 
to be a light to enlighten the Gentiles and the 
glory of God's people Israel ", the reasons of the 
Almighty's conduct in the earlier times appear 
more plain and easily to be comprehended by 
main; — for, if on a retrospective survey, we 
consider the wonderful signs, which attended the 
birth of the Messiah, the luminous appearance 
which indicated his residence, the descent of the 
angel, the visit of the Magi, if we reflect upon the 
terror of Herod, tlie consternation of thel High- 
Priest, of the Sagan, and the heads of the 
four and twenty courses, and contrast them with 
the general expectation of the Gentile world, 
(as already mentioned) the weight of evidence 



(1) Er« dvoKoXvyl/iv most happily expresses the revelation 
of the tmth by bis mission* 

G 2 
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will constrain us to confess that the Almighty by 
the concurrence of so many praeternatural proofs, 
sufficiently acquainted the Jews, that the infant, who 
lay in the manger, was the glorious Crhtt^ 1B^, who 
should open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
A review of the history of every one, who has falsely 
laid claims to divine Mission, and the various cir- 
cumstances, which have terminated the career of all 
such ^, dispersing their few adherents, will teach 
us those things, which we must expect from one 
sent from God ; and those things we shall find in 
Jesus Christ, who afler his death by the exertion 
of that power, which he had received from the 
Father, has established to the remotest ages that 
faith, which he confirmed at Jerusalem by the 
most extraordinary miracles, and wonderfully 
fulfilled those prophecies, which he uttered, when 
among men. After the close of the Babylonian 
Captivity, no prophet of great note arose among 
the Jews, until the time of St. John the Baptist ; 
and because the Jews declared, that the gift of 
prophecy would return in the days of the Messiah, 
and because our Saviour proved himself by heal- 
ing the sick, by raising the dead, by ejecting 
devils, and by his knowledge of the thoughts of 
■ ' iiii ' ■ ■ . _ . — 

(I) See the first Lecture on the fklse Christs. 
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the humah heart, to be superior to aU the pro« 
phets, it is most demonstrable, th^t he proceeded 
from God, and therefore, that his assertion, that 
HE came from the FATHER, should be credited. 
The celestial voices, that attended his mission, 
the mighty portents of his crucifixion, as well as 
his acknowledged resurrection from the dead, stand 
as witnesses not to be impeached, as ^^ pillars and 
grounds of * our' faith." 

Indeed, the superintending care of God^ 
which marked his childhood, evinced, that he 
could have been no ordinary personage ; it could 
not have been fortuitous, that Joseph was pre- 
vented from proceeding against the Virgin Mary 
according to law — that he purposed to give to her 
a bill of divorcement before two witnesses without 
assigning a reason — that whiFst he had this pro- 
ject in contemplation, the Angel of the Liord 
appeared to him, desiring him, ^^ to take unto him 
his wife ; '' it could not have been accidental, that 
whilst Herod, by a semblance of religion, was 
endeavouring to render the predictions of the 
Scriptures abortive, by those very means apprized 
the Magi of the place, where our Lord was 
to be found ; that his vengeance*, when he per- 

(2) The iEthiopic Homilv Mahkob, read by the AbysMoiaas 

in 
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ceived their contempt of his commands, should 
have accomplished the words of the Prophet ; or 
that the gold and presents of the Sages should have 
been ofl^red at a time, wlien on account of the 
poverty of the Holy Family, they were necessary 
to enable them to travel into Egypt ; nor could it 
have been the eflects of an uncertain chance, that 
Abraham, Moses, and David, should have been 
shepherds, to whom the promise of the Messiah 
was made, that God should have revealed the 
completion of this promise to shepherds, who were 
keeping their flocks by night; and that the 
Christ should have called himself *^ the good 
Shepherd : " on the contrary, these and other 
particulars demonstrate the divine oeconomy, and. 
that God watched with a careful eye over him, to 
whom the prophets bore witness; and assure us 
that he is ^* GrOD, of the substance of the Father, 
begotten before the worlds, and man, of the sub- 
stance of his mother, bom in the world." Thus, 
Christians can give proofs of their faith, and 
^^ a reason of the hope, that is within them ;*' and 
a time will arrive, when the Jews dispersed among 



in honour of our Saviour's birth, mentions, that "these child- 
ren repeatedly adored him (Jesus) which constituted thera 
martyrs by the hand of the enraged Herud/' 
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the nations shall be convinced^ that ofur Messiah 
was thevr Messiah ; that as Adam lost the immortal 
state^ so HE, by having borne the mortal body of 
our humiliation, by means of his resurrection 
from the dead, restored to us the giprious body, 
and secured to us, that which we had lost; then 
shall the Shekinah again be manifest, the Messiah 
shall precede them on their way to the celestial 
Jerusalem, and all nations shall become but one 
flock under one great Shepherd : and then shall 
the words of Isaiah have been fulfilled ', 

(1) Isaiah lii. 10. 
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DISSERTATION, 



CHAP, t 



OF THE MA or. 



Sect. I. 
O/* the Description of Persom intended. 

T.' ' 
HE manifestation of Christ to the Magi 

by the leading of a star, in itself a remarkable and 

interesting occurrence, and fVom its nature ah^ 

publicity affording an important and undeniabfe 

attestation to his divine mission, seems to lay 

, : ^ ; . ' ■ •fit ^ 

a peculiar claim to our attention among those few 
events which Divine Wisdom has seen fit to record 
of the early part oS our Saviour's life. That un- 
affected simplicity^ which distinguishes the sacred 
writers, here characterizes the narrative of the 
Evangelist; at once impressing us with a fidl 

conviction of his sincerity and veracity, arid with 

..." . « ■ ' 

A 



a lively interest in ^ tb^ t^an^notions recc»rdedk At 
the sathe time, ho^'ever, he has adopted a peculiar 
conciseneefi ; to which we may iin a great measure 
atttibute thitt obstcunty and< difficulty, M|4iich at* 
tehds rtiaiiy fnirts of the histdry before us. *^ It wiU 
therefolre be the first object of this dissertation, to 
examine and' elucidate the' circumstances of the 
story, and afterwards to endeavour to ascertain the 
kind and degree of evidence which it a£fords lor 
the confirmation of our faith. 

A natural and obviobs c^er presents itself fer 
the prosecution of the first part of our subject. 
We fed our curiosity warmly excited respecting 
those illustrious personages, who were the prin- 
6ipal actors in this str4king scene ; and are 
tiaturally desirous to be informed, of what nation 
and character they were, before we enter on the 
various circumstances connected virith the event 
ifaself. In this, however, and other parts of the 
stil^ect, we shall find ourselves bewildered by a 
.tiiultiplicity of contrary opinions. Some indeed^ 
did hot their antiquity entitle them to some re- 
srpect^ would have nothing else worthy our aitten<* 
tioh ; aiKl others, supported by evidence wfaiek 
sciitetyever amounts to certainty, fiiil to IfA^w in 
the cdind that fuU^ohvictioii of thcdr truth, wlueh 
It would fondly hojie to attain as tbe residt of 
Jaborious iifiVestigdtidb. On tihie ijiieakions, there- 
fore, which will come before us, we shall endeavour 
to give a probable, if not a ceftaih deetdioii ^ or at 
\^ Wpat;. may Ibe piSered as the best ^hich tiur 
scanty means of information will allow. 



I 

Tbe early visitante of our Lord, who will bo 
die subject of our inquiries in the present chapter, 
are called by the Evangelist fuiyoi awi caMmkiv."^ 
The origin of- the ^ word /i<»7o$ ha» given no.littio 
trouble to the learned ; who have attempted fronx 
five different languages, to deduce a probable ety^-i 
mology ; viz. from the Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Syro* 
arabi^ and Persian. An account of * these conjee* 
tures is given by Spanheim*; luid the lover qfi 
etymological research will find two others given 
by Stanley, in hist history of philosophy^. But 
we shall not enter into the discussion of diis poii^ 
of uncertain speculation : the actual significatiop 
of the word, which may be ascertained to a much 
high^ degree of probability, from its usage among 
antient writers, seems more within the pro^ce^of 
the present dissertation. la modem times indec^ 
the words Magic and Magician couY^y an uqequi^ 
vdcal and undoubted sense ; since they unifofmln 
signify that black art, which^ by its progao^^^oir 
tions of futurity, its charms, and incantations, *hAf 
for ages captivated the vulgar, though disclaimo) 
by 1^ wiser part of mankind, and strictly prph^^ 
Itited by human laws as :wdl as divi^ ^f)^ 
corresponding words also in the learned l^nguaggj^ 
aie ia very numerous passageis of thevolas^c, ^|^ 
used in the samesQuse. Itis^ however^. gqiially 
certain^ - thQ;t^llllis was also the peculiar deop^i^ 






• Vi^fl Sp«i|wi«i# P**- Evang. 18. ^^^ Hist. Chaldaic 
PhiLpj, ^Q5, ..Hyde, Re|. vet. Pers^m, c. SI. p. 3r2, 
SI 3. See abo Lud. de i>ieu, in Matt. ii. 1 ; and I3t. ASutL 
Clarke, ibid. . r x 

A2 



tkm 'gifeii to a vwf es^bBiMive sed: of philosophers, 
i^vth'out- any reference to ' those oocult seienoeft 
whidi it always signifies in modern language. It 
af^pears moreover, 4^t this use of the< 'Word vyias 
tbe inost antient ; and that fiK>m ibenee originated^ 
in' a manner- whiek we shall soon expbin, the 
8«[se whichswe now attach to it. 

* ' The iford being thus ambiguous, it swiil be 
lidcessary tb exaniine mof6 fvlly the signification 
atblched to it in th^ profane writers, and after- 
wartis its u^ge in Scripture ; that we may be 
iihabled fo determine in what sense St. Matthew 
tik^ it ilfY the pa^^ge now under consideration. 
*■ Ev6ry btte, familiar with thosfe Writers wlio 
jftfeat of the afi&irs of Persia, wiB have fire^uentty 
ilhet With the term Ms^ used ia a sense tliost 
r^ote frbih the ebttimoiik obnoxious one, ail 
d^gnating thift body of meti who constituted 
ftie Priekts^y Politicians, and Philosophers of the 
Persian nation. Xenophon, speaking of the |wety 
OT 'Cyrus, says that by him kareirrdOifadv oi /uLoyoi, 
iffiviiv re cfei ajua Ttj nf^epq, rov^ Becfd^y koi dietv av 
eKacrhju ij/uepav bjp oi jiayoi Oeoi^ Airoiev^ ; and he 

spcftiks of this institdtioh as continued by his 
siiecesfito^s. Plafo, having m^ntionied that the 
ediicsftion dT the Persian primjes was committed 
16' four of these Magr, specifies it as the peculiar 
jiipovihce of 6tte of tliem to teach the Magic of 
Zoroaster y defining it to be OeSp Oepaweia^. They 

' ; ' * ^en. Cyrop, lib^ vii. p. 456. ed. Hutchinson'. 
*In Ale. 1. . . i. . 



vt^ee also the prlneipdl couaielkm^ oC the i?igniQ|; 
xDonarch^; hence Canibysesy upon hU expe4itim 
into £(0^pt» left oneicf them gaveraor.mhisab* 
sence; and though their subsequent usurpatioii 
nearly produced an extirpation of the seot^ tbcy 
were aftsrwarda restored by tbe celebrated , Zoroi* 
aster : he even lecovered : the patronage of. Parim 
Hystaspea, who was one of tliat very number that 
formerly conspired against them. HenceforwaM 
they flourished with new splendour, the prin^ipflJ 
men of the empire following the example of tbeiA 
monardi. And after the fatal end of Zoroastei^ 
who fell a sacrifice to the revenge of Arga^p kiqg 
of the Scythians, whom he had endeavoured lix> 
convert from Sabianism^ Darius took upou bima^ll 
the office of Archimagus, succeeding ZcH'oaster 4f 
the ruler of the whole body "^^ 2^roastex was 
himself the greatest mathematician and philos^ 
pher of the age in which he lived. Numero^i^ 
testimonies to this effect might be produced from 
antient writers. How much he was esteemed 
among the Greeks, appears from Diogenes Laer* 
tins*, who gives the opinion of Aristotle. Plato^^ 
Plutarch «, Porphyry**, Suidas'^ and others, give 
most honourable testimony to his extensive erudi^ 
tion. All the biographers of P3rthagoras relal^i 

' r-« : -n ; J 

^ See Schleusner's Lexicon, voce fxd^^o^f and the references 
there given. 

^ Prideaux, toI. I. Book iv. p. 227. Porphyr. de Abst. 
lib. iv. Conf. Hyde, c. 23, 24. 

• In Proemio. ^ In Ale. I. « De Iside et Osiride. 

*» In vit, Pyth agorae. * In voc, fxayo^, dtrrpo^ 
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that he owed his pi^olbund knowledge to tbe 
instructions of Zoroaster. Modem Eastern writers 
speak in the same terms of him ; and ev^n thode^ 
whose sentiments are most opposite to those of his 
sect, give him the title of hakimy or wise phitidso-^ 
pher, esteeming him in his knowledge of Astro- 
nomy preferable to all others *• The same character 
was maintained by his successors; they are by 
Suidas said to be wapa Tleptrais oi ^iXoaoipoi koI 
^iXodeof^; Hence a learned man and a magian 
became synonymous terms ; and the vulgar, awed 
by such superior knowledge, conceived it super- 
natural. The knowledge which first gave rise to 
the delusion, contributed to promote it. For 
their skill in natural philosophy enabled them 
by the application of active causes to passive 
objects, to produce those surprising effects, which 
to the vulgar, unacquainted with the cause, must 
appear supernatural. At first they^eem to have 
exercised their knowledge in an innocent manner '^ ; 
f)ut the ascendancy thus gained over the minds of 
men was too great a temptation to introduce those 
deltisive but malignant arts, in which many were 
dbiibtless afterwards engaged. ^^ This most fraud- 
ulent of arts," as Pliny observes of the Goetic 
magie*, ** prevailed, by possessing itself of what- 
ever is most magnificent and marvellous in the 

three sciences most in esteem amongst men ; and 

- — ■ - ^ ■ ■ .. ^- ^ ■ 

• Hyde, Rel. vet. Pers* c. xxiv. 

^ Many testimonies to this efiect are collected by Hyde, 
c. xxxi. p. 374-, 375. 

c Specie salutari, Flin. lib. xxx. c. 1. ' Plia. ibid. 



adding. to the most aUuringpromises, all in religion 
calculalied to captivate and control the n^ind of 
m^n." Jo this manner flid the term come to be 
applied to those who professed to piy into fiiturity 
by Astrology and other arts of divination, and to 
have power over familiar spirits by invocations and 
charms. It is however proper to remark^ that we 
cannot ascribe to the Magi, properly so called, the 
introduction of the Goetic arts ; the evidence of 
history traces them to £^pt as their birth-place, 
of which country were the first magicians men* 
tio^ied in history. Their illicit doctrines^ however, 
gradually spread over the East, and were transplant* 
ed by Pythagoras into Greece ; and many super- 
stitious incantations of the Pythagoreans, related 
by Jamblichus and Porphyry as prescribed by their 
founder, exactly correspond to the practices of the 
Egyptian priests *. 

It is a probable conjecture, advanced by com- 
mentators, that St Matthew, or to speak more 
accurately, the early translator of the original 
Hebrew copy of this Gospel, borrowed the word 
vua709 from the Septuagint^ Were the original 
now extant, the word there used would perhaps 
furnish us with the means of determining with 
greater certainty the description of persons in- 
tended. By means, however of the Septuagint, 
we shall be enabled indirectly to arrive at nearly 
the same conclusion. For we can scarcelv doubt 
that the translator would use the word jtiayos as 
answering to the same Hebrew word of which it is 



« Vid. Encyc, Brit, voce Magic. 
f Spanh. Dub. 18. in fine. 
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the tmnslation in the jSeptuagint, the great stand- 
ard of Hellenistic Grreek. The sense therefore^ 
4>f jwyos in the Septuagint, will have considerable 
influence in determining its sense in St. Matthew. 
The word frequently occurs in the book of Daniel, 
answering to the Hebrew or Chaldaic t^K^ 
Parkhurst explains this of a kind of Conjurors or 
Magicians among the Babylonians^ ^^ so called 
from a word signifying to breathe^ on account of 
the divine afflations or inspirations, to which they 
laid claim/* The same explanation is given by 
other Hebraists. Some however assert diat the 
name was applicable to philosc^hers in general^ 
and that Astronomers and even Physicians were 
sometimes so called ; and that in Chaldee it signi* 
fied " a wise man," as well as an astrologer ^ — 
In die passages of Daniel referred to, the imayoi 
are joined with ol eiraoiSoi, koI o\ ^ap/jtaKoi: it is 
thence argued, that since the words are not syno- 
nymous, they are distinguished from them ; nay, 
Sp^nbeim goes so fiur as to say, that even the 
words thus rendered, are by many learned men 
tak^n in a different acceptation. But this dis- 
tinctioii must be always kept in mind; that the 
word is to be understood of those who profess 
unlawful arts, when applied to the £^3rptians, or 
to any nations except where the disciples of 2^- 
roaster resided; but that with the latter it was the 
h(»iourable title of their literati and philosophers''. 



-F*" 



a pan. i.20. ii. 2, 10^ 27, &c, 
^ SpanhJ Dub. 19. v. See also Opitii Heb. Lex. 
^ The fidyoi of Daoiel are called magicians in the English 

translation; 



Having thus asoertaiiied the n^' Hf ' tii6 
word in the Old Testament, we advance near^ M 
the close of our inquiry by considering its tnean-^ 
ing in the New. Lightfoot in(ked dedares^ 
that it always has a bad sense in Scripture; and 
i^rs in support of his assertion to Acts viii. li; 
and xiii. 6 : the word juMyeia occurring iti the 
former passage, /mdyos in the latter*. The Sjrriac 
translator, rendering these by the same word by 
wJiich he renders (papfxoKela in Gal. v. 20, shew! 
this to be his opinion, since that same Word i^ 
elsewhere used in a bad sense ^ Yet Liidovicus 
de Dien, a man eminent for his knowledge of tti^ 
Oriental languages, does not deem it by any -ftieahi 
certain with respect to tbe latter passage. It 
relates to Elymas % and St. Luke adds, o fiayas^ 

ovTw yoLp /uLeOepfiJpfei^Tcu to opofma ccvtov^ '■ This 

critic argues, that whatever might have been the 
character of ;£^yiiias, as an individual, the titte 
whidi he bore was an honourable one ; sih<^ 19ie 
word eliwiy whence it is derived, signified amotifg 
the Arabians, a wise num^ and was applied' by them 
to llie philosophers of their nation'. ' Bieza fur- 
ther remarks^ that the very construction of the 
passage shews the word . ikirp^ to b^ introduced 
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translation \ but are not to be identified with the magicuma of 
Egypt, mentioned in Gen. xli. and £xod. vii.-«--ix« who ace 
never called /jidyoi by the Septuagint, but iiraoiM, and ^apijiaKoX^ . 

• ■ • ' 

* Lightfoot^ in Harm. * Spanheim, Dub. 19. 6. 

^ Lud. de Dieu refers to I)rusius as patronizing the Arabic 
derivation^ which be himself embraces in his Notes on M^tl. 
ii. 1 ; but in that on Acts xiii. 8. he seems rather inclined^ 
though, not fully resolved, to deri?^ from U^e Hebrew or 
Chaldee. 



lively d$ an interpretation of the nanfg Bljrmas^ 
which he» as well as the critic last mentionedi 
conceives to be of Arabic origin^ and explains in 
the same sense* 

■f. But to draw still nearer to the .point in 
question. That the word has two senses^ admits 
of no doubt. ^ Yet with respect to the passages of 
Scriptuf^ above examined, it must be confessed^ 
that, notwithstanding the subtile criticism of some 
great commentators, the word appears in all these 
to be nsed in the bad sense ; if indeed we sure 
jusUfi^' . in saying so, from the circumstance that 
th^^se persons are always designated by it, who 
{practised arts of divination, and imposed on the 
vulgar by claims to superior intelligence. Such 
igre may suppose those to be for whom Nebuchad- 
nezzar sent to interpret his dreams. Such too was 
that Simon, who ^' gave out that he was some 
gl^efit opte ;** and so ^^ astonished the people,** as to 
induce in them the belief, that he was *^ the great 
po^wer of God.'* Not that his wonders were really 
supernatural ; for it is only in the false claim to 
these thBt the guilt of sorcery consists. That 
ijajfl (Claim, evidently made by Simon, was also 
l^ade by Elymas, the expression of the Evangelist 
seems sufficiently to shew ; for he calls him not 

merely fiayos^ but /uuiyo^ ylrevSoTrpo^Tifs. 

St Matthew's use of the word still remains to 
be determined. Are we then to class the fidyoi men*- 
^ned by him among the venerable philosophers 
0f the East, or suppose them to have been mere 
magicians, professing the diabolical arts of sorcery 
and divination ? The latter opinion was held by 



a grtW proportion of the Fathers, nor doeait waJr^ 
advocates among commentators of more recent* 
^^^pt\ It appears to have been deduced^ partly- 
from the designaUun givea them^ partly from the' 
circumstances of the story, llie first head of 
ailment is of course supported by a reference to 
the unifbrm signification which the word bears in^ 
the passages of Scripture where it occurs; it 
being at the same time remarked that the scrip- 
tural sense of any word is more properly deter-* 
mined by the usage of the sacred writers^ than by 
reference to those of Persia, Greece^ and Rome; 
We are in the next place reminded of the manner 
in which they were made acquainted with the 
birth of Christ, viz. by the appearance of a star ; 
whence the natural inference, that these men 
exercised the arts of judicial astrology and divi« 
nation* Tertullian^, having expressed this as bis 
opinion, adds these remarkable words ; ^^ At enim 
sdentia ista ad Evangelium usque Juit concesM, 
ut Christo edito nemo exinde nativitatem alicujus 
de ccelo interpretareturJ'^ Origen's opinion, still 
more remarkable, is given by him in his first 
book against Celsus. He mentions, that haviitKg 
in th^r magical operations discovered that the 
power of the devil was much weakened, and being 
anxious to account for it, they at the same tittle 
observed an extraordinary star. The prophecy of 
Balaam induced ,them to believe that the birth of 
a new King of Israel was hereby marked out, 
superior in power to those daemons and spiritual 

* Beza, Grotius, Lightfoot, &c. ^ De Idolatfi|» 
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bem^^' whom they bad hitherto eomulted: Thty 
^refore set out in search of him, that they might 
pay- him their adorations. St. Basil *, and St/Aw*, 
brose gire a similar accAimt ^ 91. Jerome seems 
also to have caught the same idea % when be Boy^^ 
^ Magi de Oriente, docti a dtemonibus, veljuxta 
prophetiafn BakmmiinteUigentes natumJUU Din 
qui Monism eorum artis destrueref patestafem^ 
ven&runt Bethlehem.*^ 

The advocates of this opinion have to obviate 
a very weighty objection. The divine prohibition 
is denounced against none more expressly, than 
against the professors of astrology and divination. 
Thus runs the command of the Jewish lawgiver ; 
^' There shall not be found among you, one that 
ixseth divination, or an observer of times, or an 
enchanter, or a charmer, or a consulter with 
fiimiliar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer'.*' 
lEIie prophet Isaiah laments the breach of this 
command as the reason why God withdrew his 
protection. ** Therefore thou hast forsaken thy 
people, the house of Jacob, because they are 
replenished from the East, and are soothsayers 
like the Philistines, and they please themselves in 
the children of strangers*.*' These psissages are 
irreconcileable with the idea, that God should to 
these very persons vouchsafe ap especial reve- 
lation of the Messiah, when at the same time he 
would by the manner of it countenance an art at 

* Basil, de hum. Christi generat. ^ Ambrose, in Luc. j. 2. 
« Jerome, in Mgtt. ii ; and Is. xix. and xlviii. 
' Deut. xviii. 10. ^ Is. ii. 6. 
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OHM absittd and knagmary in itself, and ccmtnnrf 
to his express prohibitions. Some, commentatora 
endeavour to account for what they eonoeive were 
the dealings of providence on this occasion^ Th^ 
remark how conformaUe it was to the end cf our 
Saviour's incamation, how declaratory of his 
power and willingness to save, that he snould 
aa sooft aa born draW: to himself the immediata 
subjects of the devil ; and that die first-fruits of 
the Gfcntiles, who were ^^ soon to atretch out their 
arms to Grod/* should be of the number of those 
who were moat de^ly sunk in depravity and 
guilt ^. 

A)l this proceeds on file supposition that the 
Magi practised unlalvful arts. Now^ not to say 
that no sufficient answer, is given to the above <ib<- 
jection, the arguments alleged are not so cogent 
as certainly to establish the fiu^t. The objectioa 
has been uiged with great confidence as an arguh 
ment against the credibility of the story K; but if 
the opinion vefaich gave rise to it, be found to 



^ Beza, ' Lightfbot, in Harm. See atso Spatih. 
Six. 7'. ^i : . : 'it 

s By Johi^ Joaes^ in hh Sequel to ficcl. Res. p*.110« w1m> 
assumes it as the^nly possible supposition ; and applies the arjoru- 
ments given above^ to shew from it that the story is not cr^dfiole : 
bdt this, as weH as the rest of his systematic attack on^this portion 
of Scffi^ture mosl be condckred as^Uacions andrimiDnctiMtva. 
Alarsh's Mich» vol. )IL chap, i v. .Bishop ChaiicUarfs Defence, 
chap. iv. § 1. Laurence and Nares on Unit. -Version of the 
New Testament, accompanied by Jer. Joiiesoh the Canon, will 
satisfy' the imj^rtial inquirer of the authenticity. Which is also 
ably defaidcd in the Quarterly Bsview, Mb. H. Art (I, 
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hattenone^ or itiMfiieient groumb^' ^in die fiarratiM 
of tbe ETangeUst^ we may >l)e perfeedy.ftt rest with 
mspect to that part of tke attacb^n the^enuiaei^ 
oefs of the two first chapters. i a 

Since the word has two senses, it sbdtilii^sMiif 
that we zve not, a priori^ excluded from adopting 
either. Now, though we have taken< the moal 
aafavourable ground by supposing that the* And 
sense is preferable in the other passages of Scrips 
tiuie, it does not surely follow that it can therefooa 
in no odier case be used in a good sehse^ Sup^ 
posing for a moment, that we had undoubt«^ 
reasons for believing, that the persons here mentionN 
cd were some of the body of Eastern philoscphers^ 
by what other title could the Evangelist taorA 
properly designate them,, than by that wfakh baa 
universally been their distinguishing one? The 
/uryoi in the other passages are always spc^en 
of in connection with the practice of those unlawf> 
lul arts which determine their diaracter. Wn 
haVe here no rderence to any thing of the kind»| 
the impression left on our minds is that only of 
admii*ation. The same denomination is given them 
throughout the history ; no intimation is made di* 
its disgraceful nature, or that they laid it aside aftet 
worshipping him who was ^^ manifested, that 'he 
might destroy the works of the devil." Nay, we 
have even direct evidence fw the contrary ^^ion. 
These persons are not simply called iuLiy6i,^^hixt 
fiayptoT^o apcLT^oXuiv. Now since the East, was ^t^, 
. vei7i>ofK)m of tihe honourable sect of the M^gi^ does 
it a{^pear probable^ that St. Matthew could mean 



an}^»otlier^<Jkan these^ when he ttoiply styles them 
Mkistem Magi^f Had he meant any other 
desoripfeion of persons, he would certainly have 
more fully developed their chauracter;i unlera vve 
suppose < tbat he wished to conceal the olgectiooable 
laet, a conduct which no friend of Christianity will 
Ibr a moment impute to the Evangelist, whose 
simple and unaffected narrative must evidence bi» 
sincerity to every unprejudiced reader. Particularly 
specifying that they were Magi Jram ihe East^ 
be decidedly contradistinguishes them from the 
Magi of Egypt or Greece; applied to whom,>a$ 
•we have before remarked, the word is always used 
in a ' bad sense ; but applied to the Eastern phiy 
loiophers is as much a title defining one particular 
ealebrated '' sect, as that of Oynmosophuts, 
ot Brcu^mans, applied to other Eastern sects* 
Thus does the obvious use of the words easily lead 
us ^ to a 'Satisfttctory conclusion. Dovbts, indeed, 
way still • cemain with aome^ suggested by the 
reeeUection of that remarkdMe revelation bytwhicbi 
the news of the nativity of Christ was com* 
municated to them. Were it certain that they 
obtained their information by means of judicial 
astrology^ ttm would undoubtedly overthrow our 
edndusion. But we shall be able hereafter 

</5 3ib9t «M tiwaToXiv i* to be jqiaad witil>MA70^, ao^VVtth 
we^ffyivo¥T9^ Cmu in Poll. Syn. refers to Jpb i« S. koi ^p 6 
Mpttwo^ iK€t¥Of €vy€vi^ tQv d((> tjXiqv dwctroXuir and RammODd, 
t8 Ae& xV^f r3. fl09 a iyvmirav ol ctwS Ogff&iXoPucrii 'Iwhaioi. 

Smblflio.Rcfb.iH?. i^, ^i otfaer^t>smg^ i^lentd toffe Alberki, 
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mfficieiitly to shew how the Mag^ ftom iouroes 
tokidUy indepeodent of thtt exploded science, 
esteemed the star as a sign of tlwt even<^ ^ihich 
atkraoted them to Judaea. This question will 
ocdipy a promixient pboe ia our subsequent 
discussioDS. . > ' 

From what ha» been observed^^ we may hope 

that we have i>ow safdy . <tflTaneed a : step m our 

inquiry. We may presttme that we are sufficiently 

tvarrant^ in conieloding^ that the persons^ the 

Temembtonce of whoise intei^esting vii»t ^e always 

associate with the Nativity of, the Saviour, were 

aome of that antient sect of philosophers^ . mlh 

whom: proftine histol^y.had previously raidered.us 

&miliar. Our English, trandators call them 

^^wise men,** thereby decidedly she^ng thck 

judgement of their characfer '. This phrase xrl that 

age denoted philosophers^ or men of science and 

erudition, as the judicious Campbdil remarks^; 

but it hbs now acquired a signification i^her ap- 

proachirig to burle»|ike* Add to tbis^ thatbeii^ 

applicable to ainy learned men ilrhatever, it is also 

too indefinite, and does not distinguiah, as the 

precisioik of history requires> the partictilar body 

of philosophers intended by the Eviangelist* But 

since the name is definite in the original, it does 

not appear why it should not be equally so in 

a translation. For, ^^ of all words, the names of 

« The ^thioptc versSon renderg by a word which may rig- 
nifjr homines exceUemia. IamI. de Dieu^ in loco. 

^ On the Four Gospels^ in loco. 
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sects approach nearest to the condition of proper 
names, and are almost always considered as not 
admitting a translation into the language of those 
who are unacquainted with the sect V* Doddridge 
makes use of the term Sages, but the same objec- 
tions will apply to this^ as to the authorized trans* 
lation. On every account, therefore^ it is proper 
to retain the original name : at least with those 
whose acquaintance with history prevents any 
ambiguity ; although its similarity in sound to the 
modern word Magician might possibly suggest to 
others a wrong idea. For the future, therefore, 
we shall designate them by the term Magi^ to be 
understood of course in the sense already deter- 
mined. 



^ Campbell on Gospels, Prelim. Diss. viii. Part 2. 
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CHAP. I. 



OF THE MAGI. 



Sect. II. 
Of the Country whence they came. 

jUaving thus ascertained the description of 
persons intended by the Evangelist, we proceed 
to determine as the second object of inquiry, the 
country whence they came. Of this a considerable 
hint is given, when, St. Matthew states in general 
language that they came from ^^ the East/' And, 
perhaps we cannot with absolute certainty proceed 
further ; nor is more accurate information on this 
point essentially requisite. For the Evangelist 
naming the East as the country of the Magi, we 
are already aware that a description of men there 
abounded to whom that title was given. We are 
thus freed from a suspicion of inaccuracy in the 
historian, and have sufficient information to make 
us feel a proper interest in the transactions re- 
corded. Learned men, however, from the earliest 
times of Christianity, have endeavoured more 
precisely to fix their habitation. And, as 
might be expected On an uncertain subject, their 
opinions are numerous; so that, as Spanheim 
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remarks % the birth-place of Homer has not been 
a subject of more doubtiiil discussion, than the 
Gountiy of the Magi. Lest, therefore, we should 
neglect a question whi^h has hitherto been a pro^ 
minent part of the subject, we shall endeavour to 
state, as concisely as possible, the various solu** 
tions of this difficulty. 

In traversing the labyrinths in which commen-< 
tators have here entangled us, we must ever 
remember to use the clue given by the Evwigelist 
in the words ^' Magifrorh the East'^ It is evident 
that any country not East of Judsea, or any that 
even waa so, tvhere Magi did not flourish, cannot 
be the country of the visitants of our Lord. Yet 
opinions have been broached on this subject, (^ 
which those words of the Evangelist are a direct 
refutation ; opinions, not su][^>orted by any evi- 
dence, or deduced from reasoning upon the slight 
hints given by the Evangelist, from which, slight 
as they are, we can certainly approach very near 
the truth ; but having their rise solely in the 
suspicious source of tradition. Having therefore, 
just mentioned some of these, rather that nothing 
may appear deficient, than because they really 
deserve notice, we shall endeavour to form 
a decision free from objections of this kind, ami 
which may have, if possible, some positive evi* 
dence in its favour. 

We may state on the authority of Spanheim ^ 
that some monkish writers have beeii of opinion 

* Dub. Efrang. xxir. 1. ^ Ibid. xxir. 7. 

b3 
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that they 'Came from different parts of the wortd> 
interpreting literally what is said in Ps. Ixxii. 10. 
'^ The kings of Tharsis and the isles shall give 
presents^ the kings^ of Arahia and Saba shall bring 
gifts.**; Not satisfied with going in direct con- 
tradiction to the words of the Evangelist above 
cited^ they endeavour to improve the account he 
has given ; relating, without any other evidence 
than their own imagination supplied, that these 
men, three in number, arriving separately in 
difl^nt directions at the gates of Jerusalem, 
conferred with each other about the object of their 
journey ; and^ surprised to find it the same, went 
forward together in search of the new-bom Jesus. 
The narrative of the Evangelist would certainly 
lead us to conclade that they were companioQS 
through die whole of their journey, brought by 
the same cause, viz. by the star which they saw in 
the East, irom the same country to Jerusalem. 
The opinion, however, of the venerable Bede*, 
and of the Abbe Rupert \ is similar, and equally 
contradictory to the express letter of Scripture. 
They bring them from the three different quarters 
of the world, or at least pretend that they came 
as the several representatives of the inhabitants of 
Asia, Africa, and Europe, to salute their new-born 
Saviour ''. Calmet also gives in his dictionary the 



» In Matt. ii. »» Ibid. 

^ This conjecture is however so far valuable^ as it serves to 
explain a peculiarity observable in paintings of thi« visit of the 

Magi, 
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following curious account^ as extant in some antient 
Indian records, relating it on the authority of 
Jerome Osorius, Bishop of Algarbe in Portt^l. 
The King of Cranganor in Calecut, whom he 
calls Cheriperimale, having set out on - travel to 
expiate the crime of incest, and arriving in 
Carmania, met two celebrated Magi departing for 
Judaea, there to adore a child, who, bom of a vir* 
gin, was to be the Redeemer of mankind. That 
he went with them, and on his return built in his 
own city a church in honour of the Virgin. Were 
ive to dwell any longer on these fanciful stories^ 
we might refer to those who have supposed them' 
natives of Damas*^, Evilath% or Ethiopia ^ The 
Armenians also claim them as their country men « 
either as being natives of Tangat ^, or of a village 
called Maveg, on the Lake Ran in Armenia **. 
But all these conjectures are manifestly insup- 
portable, the countries not being East of Judaea. 
In order to attain an opinion less liable to objectvonv 
we must proceed on the principles already briefly 
hinted at. We must i^rst ascertain in what coun- 
tries the sect of the Magi was prevalent; tben^ 
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Magi, where we see them depicted, three in number, 6tie sts 
a Persian^ another as an Ethiopian, the third as a,1&reek. #r 
Roman. We learn from Calmet, that the Indians depict twp^ of 
fair complexion^ behind whom stands an Ethiopian of tawny 
hue. 

* Tcrt. contra Judaeos. 

* Auct. de Mirab. S. Script, in Augustin. Serm. 9. 
' Auct. in Augustin. 128. 

t Calmet's Diet, voce Magi, from Spicileg, vol. vii. p» 217. 
^ Sir John Ghardin's Travels, vol.iii. p. 131. 
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eKcluding any not East of Judara, fix on one 
which certain peculiar circumstances may vender 
in some degree probable. 

An acquaintance with antient history imme* 
diately suggests to us Persia as the country of the 
Magi, No wonder therefore, that a conjecture so 
obvious should be proposed by many commentators. 
Upon further consideration, we are induced to 
inquire whether we are necessitated to embrace 
it ; or in other words, whether this sect existed in 
Persia alone. If so, no further doubt could be 
entertained on the subject. We must appeal^ 
therdfore, to the history of philosophy. 

Upon collecting the scanty and scattered infor^^ 
mation which the ancients have left us upon this 
subject, it does not appear, either that philosophy 
had its rise in Persia, or that, having arrived there, 
its fertilizing streams were arrested in their pror 
gress ; but that on the contrary, Persia became 
the grand depositary from whence, and by whose 
means, they were abunduitly conveyed to the 
fiurrounding nations. The primeval souree of 
philosophy is universally traced to that* part of the 
world which we call the East. The Egyptians 
have been very anxious to claim for themselves 
the honour of its invention. But though we must 
allow them to have had it very early, we have good 
grounds for supposing that they really received it 
from Chaldsea, a country which they endea^^ur 
to prove one of their colonies *. If the authority of 

* Dipd; lib. i. $ 81* P- 92. e(). Weaseling. 
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Josepbus be valid, it waa introduced from thence 
by Abraham during hia residence in £g3rpt^ ^^ He 
initiated them/* says that wriisr, ^^ in the study of 
Astronomy and Arithmetic^ with which sciences the 
people of Egypt wa*e totally unacquainted^ till 
Abraham transf^anted them thither from Ghald»ai 
and from Egypt they passed into Greece.*" It is 
by no means improbable that Abraham was edu^ 
cated in the doctiines of the Sabian philosophy ; 
Joshua expressly asying of his family^ that ^^ they 
served other Crods ^ : '' and Maimonides relates it 
as a well-known tradition^ that ^^ Abraham was 
educated in the faith of the Zabians, who held that 
there is no God but the stars V* The Rabbinical 
writings contain some very particular aecounts of 
his emigration from ChaldeeaS and agree with the 
same tradition which Josephus gives ^, viz« that 
differing from the rest of his countrymen on the 
subject of one supreme Creator, he was obliged, 
from the opposition raised against him in Meso- 
potamia and Chaldoea, to flee into Egypt. Now 
whether It be true or not, that he then transplanted 
the learning of Chaldssa to Egypt ', of the great 

^ Ant. lib. i. c. 8. * Joshua xxiv. 2. 

^ Quoted in Stanley's Chaldaick Phil, book iii. c. 2. 

• Ibid. ^ Ant. lib. i. c. 7. 

s It is an opinion almost univei^Uy held by the historians of 
the Magian religion, and warranted by the declarations of the 
antient Persians, that the doctrines of their sect were originally 
derived from the instructions of Abraham^ who purified their 
former system from the errors and superstitions of the Sabian 
idolatry. That purity was again corrupted ; and afterwards 

restored 
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Untiqiutj of the Chaldaie learning no doubt can be 
entertained ; and it appears^ that there first arose 
those principles, which form the distinguishing 
feature of the Eastern philosophy. The treatise 
entitled /nayucov, quoted by Diogenes Laertius in 
his Prooemium, declares that the Magi were more 
antient than the Egyptians. But yet Persia was 
not the country where they first arose. Plutarch 
mentions, that Zoroaster instituted Magi among 
the Chaldseans, and that in imitation of them 
a similar body of men was instituted among the 
Persians". This 2k)roaster of course could not 
be the same with him whom the Persians revere 
as their great lawgiver and prophet. If indeed 
such a person existed as the Chaldaean Zoroaster, 
he was of an age long prior to that of the Persian K 
Other Chaldaean philosophers of very great anti- 
quity are mentioned by Pliny, Suidas, and Dio- 
dorus*. The Magi however, were undoubtedly 
existing in Persia during the reigns of the early 
monarchs ; but fell into disgrace upon the usur- 
pation of Smerdis : and during the reign of Darius 
Hystaspes, the Persian lawgiver appeared. By 



restored by Zoroaster. Sach is the account given by Graves on 
Pentateuch, Part HI. Lect. 5. § 1. who is supported by Hyde, 
Lord, Prideaux, Pococke, Maurice, and Hottinger. 

f. De Iside and Osiride. 

^ See in Stanley's Hist. Phil. Part XIV. c. iii. a summary of 
the opinions respecting the age in which ht lived. 

^ Ibid. c. iVy V. The claims of Chaldaea to be considered the 
birthplace of Philosophy are also supported by Brucker. Hist, 
Philos. lib. n. c. ii. § I. 



his means^ as we have alreuty noticed^ tbt^sect 
was restored to more than its former eminenee. 
His great zeal, and the patronage of Darius^ whicK 
was powerful, from the great infltience then pos- 
sessed by the monarchs of Persia, caused the sect 
to increase and flourish on ^very side. And so 
great was its success in the propagation of its 
doctrines, as to induce Pliny to cbdare that, 
^^ hodie etiam in magnd parte gentium prasvaleat^ 
et in Oriente regum regibus imperet\^* The 
same writer, in another part of his works, shews 
how extensive it had become even in the time of 
Pythagoras, who appears to have been about con- 
temporary with 2k)roaster*. He says^^ that Py- 
thagoras and Democritus wrote treatises on plants^ 
*^ peragratis pritis PersidiSj Arabtce^ JEtkiopioB, 
JEgyptique Magis.*^ In Strabo likewise^, we find 
the following passage, which establishes the same 
fact of the success of Magianism to a still greater 

extent ; iv Si r^ Kamra^oicif , troKv earn to tSv 
fidymv ' <pv\ov, 01 fcttc irvpeOoi icaXovvraf, ttoXXcc oe koI 

Ta>i; Tlepffucwv iepa. Now though Ethiopia, or 
Cappadocia, or Eg3rpt, cannot be supposed the 
countries whence the Magi came; yet since 
Arabia is known to be the Eastern boundary of 
Judaea**, it will be proper to carry on our inquiry 



^ PliD. Nat. Hist. lib. xxx. c. 1. 

• Prideaux^ Part. I. book i v. p. 221, &c. 

' Plin. lib. XXV. c. 2. « Strabo, lib. xv. 

^ Tacit. Hist. 5. describing Judaea, says, '* Terra finesque 
qua ad Orientem vergunt, Arabii terminantur.'* See also, 
Ptol. Gcog. lib. V. c. 16. 
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respecting tbe existence of Magi in Arabia ; espe* 
cially since it has been asserted by the learned 
Spanheim, that they did not flourish or even 
catist in that country*. — The words of PHny 
above quoted would be sufficient to contradict his 
assertion. Porphyry confirms the testimony of 
Pliny, relating that Pythagoras repaired to the 
philosophers of Arabia for instruction, and embc 
died many pecuUarities of their philosophy with 
his own^ And Ptolemy also places in Arabia 
the ^^ fiarfm KoKirog''.^* Much might be qiK>ted 
from the Rabbinical writings respecting the 
Arabian Sages''. References are also supposed to 
be made in Scripture, to the learned men in those 
countries. So Jeremiah, ^^ Concerning ]Sdom, 
thus saith the Lord of Hosts ; Is wisdom no more 
in Teman ^ ?" Teman was in southern Idumaea, 
and was the country of Eliphaz, one of the three 
friends of Job^; all of whom were probably some 
of the learned men prevalent in these parts. 

It thus appears that the Magi were not con<^ 
fined to any particular country ; but that ^^ as the 

■ ■ ■ ■ — — !■ I I ■ "■ Ill 

* " Magorum turn nomen^ turn rem nomine designatam 
apud Arabas inaudita esse/* Dab. Ey. xxir. 3. 

*» Porphyr. in vitft Pythag, apud Cyrillum cont. Jul. 
lib. 10. 

^ Geograph. vi, 7. quoted by Grotius, and Pearce. " In 
Arabii quidem fuit integra magorum tribus. — £t certUQi est 
in sinu Arabico d regione Sabaeae dari fidywv vfjcov, apud Ptol. 
in Africae Tab.'* Hyde, c. xxxi. p. 376. 

^ See Stanley, Chald. Phil, book iii. 

• Jerem. xlix. 7.— Obad. v. 8, 9. ^ Job ii. 1|. 
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Chald»ui learnings overspreading all Mesopotamia^ 
Syria^ and Assyria^ did on one side extend to their 
neighbours the Persians^ so on the other it reached 
to the Arabians ; from which nearness not only of 
situation, but of religion and opinion^ Pliny uses 
these names promiscuously; Maimonides does so 
through all his writings, giving this reason^ that 
the religion of all these nations was the same.** 
This was the decision of the learned Stanley^ widi- 
out any reference to the present subject\ 

Having thus reconnoitred^ and ascertained the 
tract of country over which we have liberty t6 
range^ we are now prepared to examine the 
arguments which some have advanced, to prove 

s Prefece to Chaldaick Phil, book iii. 

^ After this iBTertigatioD, it wiU be satisfiu^tory to be in* 
formed, that the profound Gibbon attained a similar result of 
his inquiries. " Sabianism/' says he, '* was diffused ov^ 
Asia, by the science of the Chaldeans and the arms of the 
Assyrians. The altars of Babylon were overturned by the 
Ms^ans ; but the injuries of the Sabians were revenged by the 
sword of Alexander ; Persia groaned above 500 years under 
a foreign yoke ; and the purest disciples of Zoroaster escaped 
from the contagion of idolatry, and breathed with their adver- 
saries the freedom of the desert.^' He adds in the Note; 
** The Magi were fixed in the province of Bahrein (Oagnier, 
vie de Mahomet, tom. iiit p. 114), and mingled with the old 
Arabians. (Pococke, Specimen, p. 146 --150)." Gibbon, 
vol. ix. chap. 50, in his description of Arabia, of which 
Bahrein is " a maritime province opposite to the realm of 
Persia.*'— In Chap. 51. a.d. 714, he gives an account of the 
iruensibk and general fall of the religion, (a.d. 933. — 1020.) 
with the exception of the few Gaurs or Ghehers^ who are de- 
scribed by Sir John Chardin, Voyages in Perse, torn. ii. 
p. 169—187. 



28 

Persia the oouatry of the Magi"". It is undoubt- 
edly East of Judaea. It is further contended that 
the word Magus is Persian. Now the philosophy 
being confined to particular families, kept distinct 
from others in order that their doctrines might 
descend uncorrupted from father to son ^, it is pro- 
bable that the Magi of other countries were not 
descended from the original Persian Priesthood ; 
they were however so fer similar in character, sen- 
timents^ and institutions, as by the Greeks and 
Romans to be called by the same title as the sect 
of Persia. Thus the name has been naturalized in 
other languages ; and we have already seen it 
applied to the people of several countries, in 
a manner which shews it to be iar from necessary 
to confine it to the Persians. If therefore, 
5t. Matthew be proved to have intended-others by 
it, he is certainly clear of the charge of having used 
the word improperly. The homage which they 
paid, and the presents they offered were conform- 
able to the customs not of Persia alone, but of all 
the East^. The most forcible argument adduced to 
shew that they came from so distant a country, is 
the supposition that they arrived at Jerusalem 
a considerable time after our Saviours birth. The 
time of their arrival will hereafter come under our 
consideration ; it may however be here observed, 

* Clem. Alexandrinus, Cyrils Chrysostom^ &c.— Maldonate, 
Chemnitz^ Calvin^ Beza^ Scaliger, and Spanheim. Also 
Prideauxy Hyde, Macknight, &c. 

^ Stanl. Chal. Phil. B. ii. Sect. 2. Hyde, c. 30, Prideaux, 
B. iv. p. 221, 222. ' Vide infra, chap, 4. 
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that though each ctecision upon that question in-- 
volves considerable difficulties, that is by no means 
the least probable, which places their arrival 
a short time after our Saviour's birth. 

Thus unsatisfactory are the arguments in fa- 
vour of Persia ; and still less so those which would 
point out Mesopotamia' or Chaldaea*. The 
former rests entirely on the hypothesis that these 
Magi were the descendants of the prophet Balaam^ 
who was " of Pethor, hy the river* of the land of 
the children of his people^,** generally explained to 
mean the Euphrates. Pethor, according to Euse- 
bius, was situated in upper Mesopotamia K Calmet 
prefers placing it in Syria, or Arabia Deserta^ ; 
and indeed it is by no means certain that it was 
situated in Mesopotamia ^ We shall hereafter 
consider to what extent Balaam's prophecy of the 
" Star of Jacob" is connected with this history : 
but even if we grant on that question the suppo- 
sition which most favours the claims of Mesopo- 
tamia, it must be remembered that the prophecy 
was not delivered in that country, but to the 
Moabites. This hypothesis, therefore, is scarcely 
defensible, even though it were certain that Ba-^ 

^ Origen, Basil, &c. « Jerome, Chalcidius Platoiiicus, and 
Corn. Jansen. ^ Numb. xxii. 5. 8 De locis Hebraicis. 

^ Diss, sur les Mages. But Wells, Geog. Old Test. Part. 11. 
Chap. ill. §.25. places it in Mesopotamia; as also Calmet 
himself in his Diet, voce Pethor. 

^ The fullest information on this doubtful point will be found 
in Bryant, Observat. on Scripture, Part L On the Hist, qf Ba^ 
laam; who concludes, after an examination of various autho* 
rities, that the Pethor of Balaam was a city of Midian. 
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laam war properly a Magus^ <£ which no proof is 
given.— Chaldsea was certainly famous for its 
Magi, but is in Scripture language North of 
Judaea '. — It still renaains to be considered^ whether 
a greater degree of probability be not attainable in 
fevour of Arabia. This we shall be prepared to 
expect^ after having observed how great is the 
improbability which attends the opinions already 
stated. 

Arabia is well known as the Eastern boundary 
^ Judaea. But an argument is deduced from the 
Oriental situation of Arabia, much more definite 
and convincing than in the case of the othei* 
countries. It appears from reference to several 
passages of Scripture^ that by the general expres- 
sion '^ the East/' the particular country of Arabia 
was frequently specified ^ Nor was it unnatural 
^hus to denominate an extensive adjoining country, 
which for the whole length of Judaea constituted 
its £astem boundary. Hence the phraseology of 
Scripture leads us to su{^x>se that Arabia is here 
meant. Another very strong presumptive argu- 
ment is deducible from the presents which the 
Magi brought with them, viz. gold, fraidcincense, 
and myrrh. The first of these was there found in 



• Jer. i. 14, 15. vi. 22. xxv. 9. Joel ii. 20. 

^ Josephus says, (Ant. i. 15.) that Abraham sent the sons 
of his concubines into the region of Arabia felix ; which is ex^ 
pressed in Gen. xxv. 6. by saying, that he sent them Eastward, 
into the Ban comitry, Isaiah xli. compared with Gen. xr. 7. 
Jer. xlix. 28. Ezek. xxv. 10. 
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abundance ^; and that the second was no lean soj. 
the expression of Virgil, 

"m olles sua thura Sabaij 

is sufficient to prove*. And Pliny speaking of 
Arabia, says that in that country, tanta est 
mt/rrhce et aromatum nhertaSy ut nan alia in usu 
sint ligna, nisi odorata^ ne qtndem ad ignem 
jfovendum'*. Now although this amounts to no 
more than a presumption, yet it should seem 
remarkable, if we suppose theHI not Arabians, 
that they should bring the peculiar produce of 
Arabia ^ ; and not something at least which might 
have displaj^d the fiMtility or wealth of their own 
country. We may also keep in mind, that since 
Magi were in Arabia, a country adjoining to 
Judsea, God would scarcely have called those of 
the sect who lived in a more remote country, to 
come to Jerusalem. From this vicinity to Judaea^ 
we can also suppose them better acquainted with 



« 2Chron. ix. 1, 9, 14. '' The soil of Arabia,** says Gibbon, 
'' was impregnated with gold and genu, and both land and 
•ea were taught to exhale the odoors of aromatic sweets.** He 
adds the following note : ^ Agathafcides affirms, that lumps of 
pure gold were found, from the size of an olive to that of a nut; 
and that iron was twice, and silver ten times, the value of gold, 
(de mari rubro, p. 60.) These real or imaginary treasures are 
■vanished ; and no gold mines are at present known in Arabia. 
(N;ehbuhr, Desc. p. 124.)'* Gibbon's Rom. Emp. vol. IX. 
chap. 50. 

»> Geor. i. v. 57. • PJin. lib. xii. c. 17. 

' Herod. Thai. §. 107. speaking of Arabia observes; iy 

And Yirg. in Georg. ii. v. 1 17.— solis est thurea virga Sabaiis. 
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its affiiirs^ and more interested in them^ than peo- 
ple more distant would be. Thus we shall more 
easily conceive, how they were enabled to com- 
prehend the meaning of the Star which appeared 
as a sign to them ; especially if, as is not impro- 
bable, certain prophecies had been already com- 
municated to them, by means of their intercourse 
with their neighbours the Jews. This will here- 
after come under our consideration, as well as the 
time at which 4;hey arrived in Judaea ; and if as 
was before hinted, it can be made to appear, that 
this was shortly after our Saviour's birth, we shall 
thereby be furnished with an argument, which 
proves it even necessary to fix upon a country 
nearly adjoining to Judaea. 

Such are the reasons which would induce us to 
believe that Arabia was the country whence the 
Magi came on their visit to Christ*. Another 
• hypothesis, however, is offered on the subject by 
Vander Hardt**, Alberti*", and others'*, which, 
because of its peculiar features, distinguishing it 

• This opinion is embraced by Just. Martyr, Tertullian^ Epi- 
phanius, Cyprian, &c. — Baronius, Corn, a Lapide^ Lucas Bru- 
gensis, Calmet and Grotius ; and by Lightfbot, Whitby, Pearce« 
Newcome, Knatchbull, &c. 

*> New Mem*, of Lit. vol. 11. p. 62. 

^ Obs. Phil, in novi foederis libros, in loco. But he does not 
seem to decide upon the subject. For, having quoted Vander 
Hardt, he adds, ** Tu, lector erudite, judica ; hujus enim loci 
non est dvoKpio't^ iilius hypotheseos.'' 

' Bp. Pearce and Dr. Adam Clarke both believe them of 
Jewish extraction. See their Commentaries on St. Matt, ia 
loco. 
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from all that we have hitherto ilotioed, cannot be 
overlooked. They suppose the Magi to be of 
the number of those^ who inhabited the colonies 
planted by Shalmanezer and Nebuchadnezzar; 
and, not taking advantage of the decree of Cyrus, 
still remained in great numbers in Persia, Baby- 
lonia, Syria, and other Eastern countries. That 
these were some of their learned men or Scribes, 
deputed by the dispersed Jews to pay their homage 
to the Messiah, and congratulate their brethren 
at Jerusalem on his birth. — This is justly deno- 
minated by Doddridge, " a wild hypothesis." 
St. Matthew would scarcely have called by 
a Grentile name those who were in reality 
Jews ; and Jews, especially Scribes, would know 
that Bethlehem was to be the birthplace of 
the Messiah, equally with the Scribes of Judaea, 
whom Herod consulted for the information *oi 
the Magi. This bold conjecture, at the same 
time that it is inconsistent with St. Matthew^s 
narrative, is also unnecessary ; since there is 
nothing incredible in the fact clearly deducible 
from the plain words of St. Matthew, that 
these Gentile philosophers should by a supernatural 
appearance be conducted into the presence of 
Christ, of whom it was foretold, that *' the Gentiles 
should come to the brightness of his rising.** 
Bishop Porteus very justly remarks, that " they 
were evidently the fittest of all the antient heathens 
to have the first knowledge of the Son of God, 
and salvation by him, imparted to them: they 
having juster sentiments of God and his worship 

c 
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than any of the antient heathens, worshipped one 
only God ; and so blameless did their studies and 
their religion appear to be, that the prophet 
Daniel, scrupulous as he was, to the hazard of his 
life, with respect to the Jewish religion, did not 
refuse to accept the office which Nebuchadnezzar 
gave him, of being master of the Magi, and chief 
governor over all the wise men of Babylon*." 
Grotius contends, that the Magi had, notwith- 
standing, before the age of our Saviour, swerved 
aside from this honourable character, to the practice 
of the black arts**. But although this was certainly 
the case to a great extent, it would be a censure 
too indiscriminate thus to vilify the whole body. 
Doubtless among so large a body of men, there 
were some who were ^^ accepted of God," as 
fearing him, and working righteousness to the ut- 
most of their power. To men of this description^ 
in all probability, the new-bom Saviour was ma- 
nifested. 



* Porteus on St. Matt. Lect. ii. p. 39, 40; and similar 
remarks are made by Pearce, Comm. on Matt, and Hyde, c. xxxi. 
p. 379. — The ingenious hypothesis which is suggested by 
Hyde, and proposed also by Graves on Pent. Part. III. Lect. v* 
j. 1^ we must consider as inapplicable, since it presupposes that 
these Magi were Persians. They explain this miraculous call 
to be a part of that dispensation which had already raised up 
Cyrus and the Persians to restore the Jewish religion, and 
communicated to them those prophecies, the completion of 
which they were now called to witness in the person of the 
Messiah. 

^ Annot, in lib. Evang. in Matt. ii. 1. 
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OF THE MAGI 



Sect. III. 



Of some curious Traditions extant respecting 

tkem. 

Xt affords to every reflecting mind a subject 
of much surprise and regret^ to observe the extra- 
vagancies of those who are tmaecustomed to restrain 
the playful sallies of imagination. Men of this 
description with the utmost iacilify embrace the 
greatest absurdities, and, blinded by a fondness for 
the productions of their own brain, pertinaciously 
defend them against direct refutation. This has 
already been sufficiently evident, and we shall have 
occasion to remark it still -further, while noticing 
some curious traditions which remain on severed 
minute circumstances relative to the Magi. G>n- 
ceming these St. Matthew is totally silent; and 
they are indeed of no importance except from the 
eagerness with which thiey have been defended. 
It is incredible that the authors could ever per- 
suade themselves into a belief of these stories: and 
to endeavour to impose them on the consciences of 
others, betrays a meanness unworthy a sincere 

.Christian; a vile system of delusion,, which has 

c 2 
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been highly injurious to the religion of Jesus^ and. 
could at best do it no service. 

Although in the sutgect before us^ the extreme 
conciseness of St. Matthew has scarcely said 
enough to enable us with certainty to determine 
who were the persons intended^ and whence they 
came ; yet the officious garrulity of certain Christ- 
ians has circulated accounts which specify their 
rank^ number^ names, person^ and dress. In 
faiyour of the two first of these particulars some 
shadow of argument is offered^ but even this is ex- 
tremely futile ; the others, being supported by no 
evidence, of course need no refutation. 

The rank which tradition attributes to the 
Magi, is that of royalty*. Several passages might 
be quoted from the Fathers and monastic writers, 
which allege in &vour of this, that the Eastern 
kings were generally Magi. But if we grant; 
which is by no means certain^ that this was uni- 
versally the case, does it thence follow that the 
Eastern Magi were aU kings, and therefore that 
these were so*"? St. Matthew says nothing which 

*i^M^"^'*i— I— ■ ' ■ > I I— ^— — ^—,1— — I ————I— I III ■ ■■ III! 

*■ The Fathers and Papists are almost unanimous on this 
subject. We may except of the former^ Theodoret, Cyrily 
and Gregory Nyssene ; and Nicephorus merely says, that they 
were tiok evyeyovSrww, Ka\ Kpcirei woWip hiMpepovre^. Of the 
latter, Jansenius, Lucas Brugensis, and a few more. — '^ Quaeti 
hie solet, an hi Magi reges fuerunt ; de quo yideat, cui talia 
sapiunt, Bez. Maid. Spanheim^ Dub. xx»" Poli Syn. in loco. 
See also Calmet, Prelim. Diss, in Matt. These writers quote 
the passages referred to in the text. 

^ '*Hi noB fuerunt Reges^ sed Magi, fffii naa potueruht 
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ean induce us to suppose them of mot« thto 
ordinary rank ; but had they been kings, he would 
scarcely have suppressed so remarkable a circum* 
stance. Neither would Herod have treated royal 
visitants with so little respect, as to dismiss them 
unattended to Bethlehem'', ordering them to re- 
turn and communicate to him the result of their 
journey. 

That such an opinion should have arisen, is 
not however inexplicable^. It is to be attributed 
to the passages of Scripture introduced into the 
service of the Church on the day which com- 
memorates this event. The first lesson is the 
60th chapter of Isaiah, veiy appropriately chosen 
as unfolding to our view^ uie glorious time when 
the " fulness of the Grentiles shall come in ;** for 
to meditations of this kind we are naturally led, by 
beholding the first-fruits of the Gentiles offering 
themselves to their Ring and Saviour. The Evan- 
gelical prophet is animated by the delightful view 
of the glory of the Church. *' The Grentiles shall 
come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of 
thy rising. — ^The multitude of camels shzll cover 



esse Bcges, teste Stnerdc.** Hyde^ c. xxxi. p. 376. The heirs 
to the crown were instracted in the doctrines of Magianism, bot 
that does not prove that they were actually initiated as members 
of the body of Magi. 

« Alberti indeed thinks that wefiyl/a^ in ver. 8. may aptly 
be rendered deducere ; but it seems inconsistent with the teiior 
of the story. 

' Jansen, in concord. Erang. in loco; ei Spanheim, Dub. xx. 
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the^9 the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah r aU 
they from Sheba cball come; they shall bring 
gold and inceme, and they shall shew forth ijae 
praises of the Lord.— *The sons of strangers shaU 
build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister 
unto thee. — Thy gates shall be open coiktinuallyy 
they shall not be shut day nor night ; that men 
may bring unto thee the forces of the Grentiles, and 
that their kings may be brought." And in 
Idaiah's 49th chapter, are passages of similar im- 
port ; ^^ kings shall see and arise, princes also ^hall 
worship.** But diough a lively fancy might: in 
many particulars trace a correspondenqe in the 
event before us to these prophetic declarations, 
th^ do not appear tcfix^ to it particularly :, the 
scope of the prophecy is much more extensive; 
speaking of the kings who wiU be *^ the nursing- 
fiithers of the Church** in those days, when the 
whole body of the Gentiles shall ^^ stretch out their 
arms unto . GodJ* — :• Reference is also made to the 
72d Psalm, ^^ The kings of Tarshish and the isles 
shall bring presents, the kings of Sheba and Saba 
shall offer gifts.'* But besides that this passage 
also refers to the future universal prevalence of the 
Church of Christ, this particular application of it is 
for another reason not valid, since the countries here 
mentioned are in a direction not East, but South of 
Judaea '. 
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Perperam restringuat ad hos Magos: deinde nomiaa 
locorom iitis Magia non conyeniunt. Etenim Sebasi quidem 

incoteamt 



^' 
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Their number^ by a tradition very general^ 
received in the Church, has been iSxed at three ; 
and this has been deduced from the narrative of 
St Matthew, in a manner not a little curious ^. 
Each is supposed to have offered separately his 
own present ; and, the presents which they brought 
being of a threefold kind, it is thence concluded 
that they were themselves three in number. 
Among the first discoverers of this secret we may 
rank St. Leon, St. Caesarius of Aries, and Euse- 
bins Emesius in a sermon falsely ascribed to 
St Augustine. Bede and the Abbe Rupeit, 
having embraced the same sentiments, are followed 
by a host as well of commentators, as of painters, 
who, in representing this event, depict three Ma^i 
in the act of offering to Christ their several trea- 
sures. — The futility of this solitary argument is 
manifest ; although it would be needless formally 
to refute an opinion, which, if tenable, could be of 
no possible importance. It is, however, not the 
only one on the subject. The Opus Imperfectum, 
quoting some apocryphal books under the name of 
. Seth, declares them to have been twelve in number, 
chosen from the whole body to watch for that time, 
when the Star, which the prophecy of Balaam led 
them to expect, should appear. That for this 
purpose they ascended a certain mountain, whence 



incoluerunt Arabiam desertatn ; (fortasse /elican) Schebaei vero 
iBthiopiam> i. e. regionem Australem/^ Piscatoris ^cholia. 
Consult also Poli Syn. in Ps. Jxxi. and Gen. x. 7. 28. 
* Vide Calmet, Prelim. Diss, and Spanheim> Dub. xxj. 
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tiiey continued to observe the appearance of any 
remarkable star, till that arose of which the present 
narrative informs us. The Glose Ordinaire con- 
tents itself with saying, that they were a great 
number^ but does not limit it. And indeed, we 
have no authority from which we can safely de- 
termine, either the precise number^ or even 
indefinitely say of what magnitude it was. 

Tradition further pretends to inform us what 
were their names, but is not consistent in her 
accounts ; but all of them being forged at pleasure 
by writers since the twelfth century, were equally 
unknown to antiquity. The most common tra- 
dition introduces us to Graspar, Melchior, and 
Balthazar. Another to Ator^ Sator^ and Panu 
toras\ — But it would be paying too much re- 
spect to these absurdities^ if we were to do more 
ihan mention that such are in existence. Those 
whose taste may lead them to enjoy fictions like 
these, will find in the works of Bede ^, a particular 
description of their age, person, and general ap^ 
pearancCy and in what dress they visited our 
Saviour. Our surprise at the excess of human 



* Calmet, and Spanheim as above. Four or five other difierent 
lists are quoted from a Syriac writer by Hyde, c. xxxi. p. 377 ; 
ivho also quotes from the same respecting the number. *' Fue- 
runt autem numero tredecim — ^viri notissimi terrae Persidis ; et 
fuerunt apud eos populi multi, et exercitus plusquam mille viro* 
mm ; adeo ut turbata fuit Jerusalem/' 

^ Vol. iii. Bedae opera* But Calmet. (Diet, voce Magi,) does 
not think these parts to be the genuine productions of th9 
yenerable Bede* 
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folly will have been sufficietitly raised by what 
has already been mentioped : but we shall also 
feel sentiments of pity for the superstition 
which enslaved the human mind during the ig- 
norance and credulity of the dark ages, when 
informed, that the names of the Magi were 
recommended by the physicians of those times, 
as charms for the cure of diseases. A passage is 
quoted by Spanheim from Grordonius, in which 
a cure is promised to an epileptic, if a triplet con- 
taining their names be pronounced over him *. — 
But it is time to omit any farther consideration of 
what is so uninteresting, and would be so un- 
profitable, did it not shew us the folly and danger of 
suffering the imagination wantonly to sport in the 
field of biblical criticism, and of not studiously 
restraining it within those limits, in which wt 
have the guidance and support of the sacred writodi 
themselves. 

^ Dub. xxiii. ** Si quis ponat os super aurem epileptici^ com 
est in paroxysmo^ et ter recitet tres vei^as^ ibgrnm 'Mnir6ft« 
turam ; idque frequenter probatum.'^ The triplet m^y^ be Min 
in Spanheim* -^Beza relates similar stories. .; 
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CHAf ft. 

OF THE ^,TAR. 






^Of the Ndtdte of the Phcenomenon here called 



I 



a Star. 
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JpLAViNG.attaipp^ by the bpiquiries instituted 
jin . the prece^iag chapter^ ^sufficient informatipp 
jpsp^ting the perspns. who bear a principal part 
4n f t^is, . efiTJy scene .of our Savioui-'s life, we shall 
fipw^,pmfe^^ to p9pnsijder the ei/:ent itself^ under 
^J3 ; yarioUjS ^i^tinguiahiqg ^ ckciiipstances. Now as 
the Epic Poet rushes at once into the p3ost in- 
teresting part of his subject, and begins with that 
period when the matter is coming to a crisis, 
jij^qi^^ the reader of the previous 

.teyenta; aiaithe same manner the Evangelist begins 
his narrative at the time when the Magi, having 
arrived at Jerusalem, were now on the point of 
attaining the object of their journey. Nevertheless, 
from several short but significant expressions, we 
. shall be enabled to form a tolerably correct idea 
both of their journey before their arrival at Jeru- 
salem, and of the manner in which they were 
induced to undertake it. These various occurrences 
we shall discuss, as the nature of our undertaking 



\ 



geems' to req^ine, rather in the brd^ of time, than 
in that order in.whichtheJBvangelisthas narrated 

them. 

The Magi, upon their art-ival at Jerusalem, 
immediately begin their inquiries after the object 
of their journey. *^ Where," say they^ ^^ is he 
that is bom King of the Jews ? For we are come 
to worship him/' But the birth of this illustrious 
personage was as yet unknown both to the people 
of Jerusalem, and to Herod the reigning monarchic 
How then could the report -of it have reached 
a distant ccmntiy, and the Magi, setting o«t after 
the receipt of the newss, have airrived at Jerim 
salem' to worship him, bejfore the Jews at Jeiv- 
salem knew any thing of his Irirth ? They -wetie 
indeed expecting the advent of their promiMd 
Messiah about this time; but, ignorant of tile 
spiritual nature of his kingdom, expected him 'to 
appear in a condition fitr difierent from lihat of 
the infant whom the Magi .visited. But though 
these mistaken views wece '.prevalent, there .w€fe 
certeiin Jews to whom the ^al dliaraoter . arid 
dignity of the infant Jesus -had been deckuiddf by 
a multitude of the heavenly host. These were hot 
indeed any of the rulers or Scribes, but bumble 
shepherds ^> keepiiig watch over their flock iiy 
night V ..A revelation from heaven was also the 
means which declared to these .Gentile philosophers 
the aid vent of him, who, though peculiady^ pro- 
mised to the Jews> was about this time the ^^ i)esfare 

* Lukeii. 8, &Cr 
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dp all nations '•** They themselves state the reve- 
lation which they received ; '* Where is he that 
is bom Ring of the Jews ? For we have seen his 
star in the East." — Several questions are sug- 
gested to us by this statement : one of these will 
occupy us during the remainder of this section ; 
viz.^ What was the phsenomenon here called 
a Star? 

The answer which Lightfoot gives to this 
.question is curious^ and from its connexion with 
Ithe revelation made to the shepherds^ deserves our 
early notice ^. He argues that since the revelations 
were coincident both in the communication made^ 
and the time at which it was made, there will be 
no impropriety in supposing, that the same means 
.were used to inform both by that Deity, who never 
uses any superfluous means. He is of opinion that 
the effulgent *^ glory of the Lord/* which *^ shone 
Ground about " the shepherds at the appearance of 
the angel, beheld at a distance by the Magi^ 
assumed the form of a star ; and as it seemed to 
hang over Judaea, they conduded that it referred 
. to the affairs of that nation, and were by its 
direction guided to the Saviour. But however 
ingenious and beautiful this h3rpothesis may be, 
and however consistent with the first circumstances 
of this event, it would be difficult on this sup- 
position to account for the subsequent appearance 
.<^ the star, after the Magi had departed from 
Jerusalem* — A variety ci other opinions may be 
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■ Hagg, ii. 7* ^ Lightf. Harm, in loco. 
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collected from the Fathers^ which are so manifesdy . 
the produce of a heated imagination refining upon < 
the simple statement of the Evangelist^ as to 
advance no claims which can dispose us to receive 
them. Such is that which supposes the star to 
have been an angel, clothed with a luminous body, 
who, having taken his course towards Judaea;' 
determined them to follow, and reappeared when- 
ever they needed his guidance ^. Yet besides that 
the passages of Scripture adduced in its suf^rt 
are evidently misapplied, the revelations made 
by the ministry of angels are made in every other 
instance by vocal communication ; neither is there 
any reason why what the Evangelist calls a .Star^ 
should by us be called an Angel. This last mode 
of reasoning will also negative the supposition that 
it was the Holy Spirit, said by some to have here 
appeared under the form of a star, as at the baptism 
of Christ under that of a dove ^ ; but in the latter 
case we are expressly told that it was the Holy 
Spirit. The most improbable of these fictions is 
that extant in the Opus Imperfectum, which states^ 
that a luminous body descended upon the moun* 
tain on which the twelve chosen men are said to 
have watched : that in the middle of it appeared 
the form of a young iniant, over whom a cross 
was suspended. But of what use the cross could 



« This is advanced by Chrysostom, Caesanus of Arles^ and 
Theophylact ; and is controverted by Spanh. Dub. xxvii. 2. 

** So the author, *' de Mirab. S. Scriptur»/* which is found 
in the works of St. Augustine, but was not written by him* 
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be as ^ siga to the M9gi> it is not easy: to conceive. 
For how could they possibly have acquired any 
idea of that d|octrine of *^ Christ crucified/' which 
Christ's own didciples could not receive upon the 
express -declaratioQ of their divine Master. But we 
shatfe find it mbre profitable to institute a rational 
inquiry into the meaning of the «E vangelist^ than 
to spend our time in the consideration of legendary 
stories which so little deserve it 

. We may first inquire, whether, taking the 
word star in its natural and usual sense, this were 
one of tho^e heavenly bodies which appear to the 
eye to make their diurnal revolutions round this 
terrestrial globe. Now, at any rate, the manner in 
which the Magi speak of it shews, that the light 
of this star was novel even to them, attentive as 
men of. their class were to the varioiis changes of 
celestial pheenomena. Hence it does not seem at 
all extravagant to believe, that at this time, and 
for this especial purpose, it was first created. 
But the question still remains unanswered, whether 
it were of a nature similar to the other stars. 
Now it is very probable that this light was visible 
by day, as well as by night, since the Magi would 
iscarcely have travelled from Jerusalem to Beth- 
lehem in the night, yet on their way there they 
again bdield ^^ the star which they saw in the 
East." On this account^ as well as because its 
appearance was regulated according to the need 
which the Magi had of its guidance, it seems to 
have been difi^rent from other stars. Again, it 
did not describe the circles of daily motion^ but 
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moved in the first instance from £ast to West 
towards Jerusalem, if it then accompanied tbem 
at all ; and afterwards, since Bethkhcni was South 
of Jerusalem, it took another direction^ thus 
accommodating itself in every irespiect to' tiie ^wants' 
of the Magi : having first gone before tfaem^' *4taiiS 
at the rate at which they travelled, and at lehigflf^ 
becoming stationary, so as to point out the very* 
house in which the infent Saviour lay. ^ Now 
a star which could thus guide them through all 
the windings of their road, and at length poii^ Out 
a particular spot, could not ^possibly be in 
a situation nmch ekvs^ed above the surfece of the 
earth. We have therefore, every reason to con- 
clude that it was created for that express purpose 
to eflfect which it appear^, and to which it seized 
in every way i^quisite. Neither can we eiiibrace 
the opinion of Grotius and others that it wiifiEt 
a comet ■ ; for allowing that comets portended in 
the opinion of the antients unforei^een changes, as 
well fortunate as the contrary, yet this is true only 
of comets in the strict sense of the word ; but tfa^^ 
motion of a comet, however anomalous and ecqen^ 
trie, can never be supposed to have coincided 
with that of this star, which certainly moved ill 
a. inanner conducive only to a particular end, and 
differently from any other heavenly body with which 
we are acquainted ; and therefore any hypothesis 
which assimilates it with any of these, will not 



• Grotii Annot. in Matt.«-Origen contra Celsum, lib. i.-A 
Maldon. — Seal* in Scultet. I 



aoaotint dki9iAfa0j:>phQBii0mM%^ licIKbeuOM^^ 

iMeA.-fcjfj thfti P^Hy W tbe medium ^isup^fliife^^fi,* 
coB >iftiiin«w^oB» ) wftft npt ^^e4 ^t^f W)^ ^pUmfrif^ 
$i9r A 09fM<^ but; «^>iiii«tooi% kindly H^ ,^ iowviran 
rQgi<ii% x)f,;^he iLtmosphcir^ a^d attend^ ;l)y*|iijK^ 
plbiE^iiQM>m€^a) M >us|ially accompany appearAPqw * oC 
tluM; do^i^tionS Fenh^ps with this fex^Qc^ti^iiii 
tbiitib^ing d^igaed^ under diviner super jiill^9de|[iaai> 
\ot attmtt. Ihe notice of Itbe Magi^^ jiqd> Iwiog. 
tl)»JP\ M jl«d8^5 it might assume some noyd^igA^ 
stnikiog i £prin» . and be madf^ to inave witjiii thali 
rf^larity which the occasion required. But v^ ; 
mm^ stiU : contend, that the cu^umstance, con- 
sidered in any point of view^ was certain]y miara^ 
cutois..] Perhaps those doubts whioh-seeniri'tQ 
pi^jvidil^the minds of some againrtfitj may^^ene- ^ 
lail^ luriiei from an indisdnct conoeptio» of tbe'^ 
reol^iiatare c^ dw^ events related; aod l)bere£BW 
nn^si^^ '<thal case be removed by^ mocc^imatiii^tj^ 
inpstetigi^Ui But 4f they Areto beatttilarutifliito.'^ 
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• iir the Encyc. Brit, article Meteoboldgy, cliag, r. '"N*. 77. 
wlif be fbun'df an account of several meteorsi Wh'idi Tieaf iW- IfeaV* •• 
a"^?Biihiblanc6'tb the appwrtfeice tfetr ulli^ ccftasWettftoia^fn*^ 
jclearly to shew that ^-belonged to that class df itaii^i^c^ 
phaenomena. w 
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tlttt ^KipMtttDn \ whicbnrbukl endetvMr to reduce 
aU Itfci evmta ^ the BiUe to a oonfohiiftf nitb^u 
own observation, and rid it <if ev^ thing^'thct 
cto be '' dettitied ' mWlNmlom^' we vrafi^wflMuiiestly ' 
depreoills -My siloli: (Mftmfjpl. y^lt^^^xMtlmkg Icm. 
than' to txX)p^te with themdBt.rabtk adveraaiietir 
of Ghri^ianit^ in undermimn^'one of its principals 
8<rpp6rtA \ ^' Vk ftuceess in thd present instance' 
wonM r^ndey utferly inexplicable the event under 
CNi^nsidSratioiiy and the design for which it is'' 
re6(Mded ; and woald derive us. at once of that 
cogent- and ' utiequivocal evidence whidi it would 
other^s6- affblx). It would indeed be a needless 
inconsistency in any believer of the Bible to attempt 
to ^^lain away the present miracle. An event is 
irecorxftd in the Old Testament equally 'wonderftil^^ 
aild "ndt far dissimilar. > For ^^ the Lord went 
before the Israelites by day \xi a pillar of a doud, 
to lead them by the way ; and by night in a {»lfaHr 
of fire^ to give them light; to go-by day and 
night •.** We find no difficulty in allowing that 
the guidance thus vouchsafed to ^ the Israelites 
Was miraculous, and seek not to explain it fa^ 
natural causfs. Why then hesitete to allow that 
tbbse siinilsir means, wbidi conducted the Mj^ 
td th^ Saviour, were also miraculous ; ' especsatly 

^ With respect to the appearance of the star to th«B|gi, 
Hie Iwned HiwiM obsenrcs ; '' Non diffitetar Juliano^Vad i ^ 
kmiMt naeahileB stell« oftm isusooinnodare studet.'' I>eiiit; \J 
Evang. Prop, iii* ^yf^ ' Exod. xiii. 21. ^-^ 



teridticks wliich distinguish them^ fiorat>ao wliMiUff 
a sotirce offss^l^c^ ,3,, j ,, ,,, ,: _ 

To tim^fopml^ikuh^ pii^tioa 

which was >f ^ tei^Kt^ "a^M^fMK 'i^^ 
almost ^^ re^pfeit to flSfferitom tt aftarf ^^ow 
we welt know whiatappearaiic^ any luminoiij^ jbody. 
beheld at a^ distance asi^uffiQs tb t^ isy^ of^^^spec- 
*tiM. Th&rtavS) nevw-seen exoept 9it,m invnense 
distance^ have to us always this app^urance. 
Hence in common language we are accustoined^ 
by a most natural metaphor, to deniCMninate that 
a star, whieh in its form, jind twinkling lustre 
resembles one : so that this heayenly lights from 
the general appearance which it assumed^ ipigh^ 
be properly thus designated, though many of its 
phsnomeaia were of a nature peculiar to itsel£f 
And in this usage of the word jSt. Matthew is 
justified, not merely from the common use of 
language, but even from classical authority, 
I would here refer to Virgirs second j9Bneid*; 
and since the passage contains a narrative bearing 
a great redemUance to that now under con- 
si^^tion, I shall conclude this section by quotipg 
it 'at length, at the same time remarking that the 
appearance there mentioned, and by the poet 

t 




I ,^ - ^£n. n. rvd9$-->701 ; abo Georg. I. S^; and Arift« la 
^etciorol. lib. i. c. 4 ; ia which pawget a dxJiibr ^oMg^,, majf 
"*•-* be found. ^^ 




deoiottmnted Stella, «». eifi^tlx natfaing.^be 
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Stdfh fh^in duod^ vfftqMl <mm luce i^ptttt|t. 1 

. I'^igoaDtemqiie vims; turn Ipngo jimite sulcus . ^ . 
' X>at lucenij et lati circum loca dulfiire fiunaiit. 
H!c vero victus genitor se tolUt lad auras, 
' Ailfiitunjue Deos, et sanctum sidns adorat ; 
' Jmn^JBm, nulla mora est SeqUor, et qui dntitis, acbnon. 
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*4^^ CHAP. II. 

OF THE- STAR. 



Sect. II. 



Whence did the Magi esteem it an intimation 
of the Birth of Jesus f 

JL HE means which the allwise God is pleased 
to use in order to efiect his most important dis^ 
pensations^ are frequently such^ as appear to the 
limited wisdom of man^ scarcely adequate to the 
end proposed. Even when the whole events have 
been developed, we are often unable to trace their 
connexion with each other^ and to comprehend 
how causes apparently so trivial, should produce 
effects of such magnitude and importance. Yet 
the true Christian does not hence take occasion to 
impugn the wisdom of his Creator, but, humbly 
acknowledging the narrow span which bounds hi3 
faculties in this present state, acquiesces in the 
government of that Being, whose ways, planned 
and executed by infinite and unerring wisdom, 
^^are not as our ways,'* but ** unsearchable, and 
past finding out.** 

' Reflections of this kind very naturally arise, 
when we turn a more particular attention to the 
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means whereby the birth of the Saviour was com- 
municated to the Magi. They had ^^ seen his 
Star in the East/' and were ^^come to worship 
him/* And it is^qbseffa||bl#9.) tj^at the sign ex- 
hibited to them had not produced a mere supposition 
that such an event XDigh^ic)ui|Ve qccunred, but an 
assurance of it apparently unaccompanied with 
doubt Hence^ upon their arrival at Jerusalem, 
their inquiry was not whether such a person as 
they sought really existed, but where they could 
find him ; ^' Where is he that is bom King of. the 
Jews ? *' And it is further remarkable, that their 
ideas of his character were by no means indefinite. 
They did not suppose in a vague manner^^ that 
a certain illustrious personage was born ; they did 
not, as might have been natural with men of their 
profession thus called to visit him, revere him as an 
infant who was about to introduce a new era.^iq 
philosophy; but with a wonderful accuracy^ 
atyled him the ^^ King of the Jews : *' and their 
whole behaviour to him was conformable to this; 
idea of his character. Here, therefore, a que^l^n 
manifestly offers itself for our solution* Can we 
explain in any probable manner how the M^j 
by the appearance of this Star, were so clear][y 
informed of the birth and character of Jesus ? 
. . The professors of astrological diviQ^tion . have 
divided the surface of the heavens into a ];mm,ber 
at coai^partaients, allotting one to each particular 
country, and from the phsenomena which take 
|dace in these, prognoaticating the &te ^ the 
: countries ta mhkh .tkfi|b i^eral}y ^belongi Cpn^ 
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opinion that tH^ Magi Ver^ astrologers^ suppc^e'th&t 
{he sti^ fe'ere* mentioned abpeated iti that ttortidfe 
of th6' neavl^ns m wKich die affairs bf Jijdaea tteHs 
exhibil-eij"! ' fiut, ' bektde^ 'that we havfe" freAl 
tfaem from ife li^tititfrf ^ of ittch i chkfectfef, 
this slippositfon W(feld lie ■iittferly iVrecortctli^ 
with what we have already establis^hed 'respfecfiftfe 
tlie nature of 'tb'e' star, nefthef 'could it stifSiitenfly 
account for the very accurate ideas which the 
Magi had attained. '' 

'We are teferred by others to iKie belief vefjr 
cbmmonty prevalent among the antients/thdt ^*t!fe 
rise of unusual stars, of comets, and the different 
shapes of blazing lights in the heavens, did teretel 
great changes upon earth, the birth of soifile eib- 
traordinary person, and the eifection of new erfi- 
pires\'* iThe existence of this belief it is not 
difficult to establish by reference to dintient 
writers *. But, allowing it every influence it 6otiId 
in this instance have upon the minds of the Magi, 
it was not sufficient to point out so predisely the 
person intended. Yet there are othef circum- 
stances which may. enable u» to account for their 
conduct upon the appearance of the star. 

It were needless to expatiate upon that vefj 
general expectisition which then prevailed in the 



* Grotius, Auuol. in M&U. ii. Compare Sp)inh. Bub. xxxiiK 4. 
^ Bishop Ohand. Vind. of Dtf. bock ii. p. 419. 
c See Chandler's Defence, chap* i. $ L p. 9, ; and Shuck* 
ford's Conn. vol. L book viii. p. HS, '440, ed.' 1 810. 



East, that a mighty monarch should soon arise ih 
Judeea. This is mentiotied ^ven by . ttisathen 
vmters^; and the same is clearly demoiiisfraMe 
from Josephus""^ and. the writers of the ' K^w 
Testament ^ It may be attributed, in some 
measure to early patriarchal^ tradition; bat prin- 
cipally to the prophecies delivered to the Jewin, 
the general features of which might very easily 
become known among the nations where they 
dwelt during the Captivity. And the Jews who 
remained in those countries after the return of 
their brethren to Judaea^ would contribiite to keep 
this opinion still in vigour^. Thus ihe Magi, 
4n common with all the inhabitants of the Easi, 
imbibed the knowledge of the great personage 
promised to tl^ Jews. And with respect to ihem 
we can trace it also' to another source, to the 
communications made to them by Zoroaster^ the 
founder of their sect. According to Abulpharagius, 
these were most express. ^^ Zeradusht" (i. e. 
Zoroaster) says he, ^*the preceptor of the Magi, 
taught the Persians concerning the manifestation of 
Christy and ordered them to bring gifls to him^ 
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* Tacit I£st. Kb. v. c. IS.— Suet, in Vesp. c. 4.— Cic. de 
DiT. lib. ii.— Viig. £cl. 4.— See also Suidas in T<k:e Av^ovvro^i. 

* Joseph, de Btllo, Tii. SI. . tub . . v .. , 

< Lukeii. 25. 3Sv*-xix. 11.— John vi. H, 15.— Actsxxvi.T. 
The same belief preyailed among the Samathans (John xir . 
25. 4S.) even with clearer ideas of his x:haracter. than among the 
Jews.— See also MaL iii. 1. and many pvtai of Oe Apocrypha^ 

s See this subject yery .folly and ably discussed in Bishop 
Chandler's Defence of Christianity, CXii^&c. 
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dMl^^^t^tii^ttUfi t)|<0^^4«HeF : days a > pure ^ Tirgtti 

ilniheftii, 'tBL-tvii^ we/^^-^^^petLV, 'UfttsiBg 4^ven nf: 
noonday t^ith^^ uildittaifyisbe<ft' hiit^ ' ' You ray 
$t)M,''«lclain^ %be tfenerirMe S^t, ^ will perceiw 
its rising 'before any 'Mher nations As* soon, Ibere- 
fere as yon shall beHold the star, litrflow it whitheh- 
Meverntiihallfead yont and adore that mysterious 
dnld, ofierihg your gifts to him with the pnS 
feundest humility. He is the Almighty Word, 
who created the heavens*."* Now whatever we 
inay think of the authenticity of this passage, we 
have sufficient grounds for believing that the 
general fact is indubitaUe. Hyde and Prideaux 
both agree in the opinion that he was formerly 
a servant to the prophet Daniel, and that from 
the religious knowledge he then obtained het.was 
much assisted in his subsequent reibrmatton^ 
Many traces of a pure religion are observable in 
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• QuQtecll^y laber^Hor, Mqs. vol. i. p. 100,—** Ab\)1phar^- 
gips, though an Arab writer, being by religion a Christian^ it is 
most likely> that what He tells us of this matter, was taken from the 
legendary wi-itings of the Christians." Prideaux, PartL bookir. 

^ Hyde, Rel. Persarum, c. xxiv. p. 313. — 315, from 
Arab writers ; and Prideaux's Conn. Part I, book iv. anno iSO, — 
Gibbon, chap. li. wishes to ridicule this' account.-: and Maurice, 
indeed, thinks it too great a violation of probability, , to suppose 
him a slave, considering his profound and various learning ; 
much less a Jew, as he would then have enforced the pecuUar 
ritef #f Jtidatsm: Probably residing in Babylon during the Cap- 
tivity, ' '^''Ife obttiined that intimate 4K;quaintance with tlia 
doctrines of the Hebrews, which appears so conspicuous in 
many parts of hii Zend.'^ lad., Ant^ vol. ii. p. 118. . 
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Uft. sJ9im^f^.whkk>r^r^w^ rfmtnhW tint} of 

|)0..(lid japt.pmit.rtbi9^t (iMting^iyhiiig f^toe ^t^ 

be. wa3^ Actually !iavou^4 w}^ 4A.iiQfn^i<4^ li^xSr 
k);ion from, God bio^fAf-4.}>ul;;i|t i^ UQi^eoesiary 
to svippoA^ tbis^ siQiee. he, WAS en^ble^^ frpm tb# 
9Qarc^ of iateUigeaoe to wh^ob be^iu^ acoeaiy 
tf>. beoome otberwise acquainted witb the J^mpb 
prophecies. From the prophecies of Dajiiel he 
might evea^ collect the time at which the MesfWib 
was to appear* i although the predictions, cpntaiued 
i)» the pacifage above cited^ are more dear and 
dcdinite than even a Jew would have ddivered. 
, i. From these considerations it is more than 
probable, that about the time of our Saviour's birtb 
the Magi were in expectation of a great prince soon 
to appear in Judsea. But still why should they 
suppose that the Star which now appeared^ doubts 
less with new and remarkable phaenomenay .vos 
the sign that this monarch was come into the world ? 
The common opinion respecting appearances of 
this kind may in some measure account fpr it. 
But among the {ux)phecies of the Old Testament^ 
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^ Hyde, c. ix. x. xxii, &c. ; Lord's Relig. of Peraees, c. viii. 
p. 42. and the other writers on the subject of the reh'gion of 
Persia. A summary of the principal points of resemblance is 
given by Graves on Pentaieiich, voL ii. 398 — 400. 

'^.ReL veL Persu cuxxxi. p. 382— 38Q» wh^re he quotes 
some pjropheciqs ^d by Eastern wdters to baye beep delivered 
by Zoroaster. 

* See Grot, de Verit. lib* y. sect. 14. et sMpra^ p. 34« 
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which,^ as'tm Inive vivify ^hewn; wem iaM)| iita^ 
knbwn lo'^tiiemf we find the following dcShretm 
by/Balaanii; wfaidi niiight confirm' tHjat bpimbni^ 
this lAstatkce^ ^and direct them to the meaohig of 
the Star. *f -There dbtH came a Steer out of Jaoob^ 
9jsd k do^tre shall rise out of IsAel^ and shail 
smite the comers of Moab, and destroy all the 
ehildren of Sheth ; and Edom shall be a possession^ 
Seir also shdf be a possession for his enenaies^ and 
Ishtei shall do valiandy ; out of Jacob shall come he 
that shall have dominion, and shall destroy him that 
remaineth bf the cityV* The modern Jews say, 
that this pffophecy was fulfilled in David^ who 
finally subdued the nations there spoken of ^ But 
the antient Jewish writers, as appears f^om Onkelos 
itnd Jonathan^ referred it to the Messiah. Mai- 
tnohides and the Rabbis^ agreeing with all the 
Christian Fathers and most Christian commentators, 
'Suppose David to be intended in the primary and 
Kteral meaning of the prophecy, yet refer it in 
a secondary sense to the Messiah, of whom David 
was the type and progenitor ^ If then the Magi 
•were at all acquainted with the prophecy, no 
wonder that they also should apply it to the 
Messiah. And there is no prophecy of the Old 
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» Numb. xxiv. 17 — 19. ^ See 2 Sam. viii. ?. 

^ '' It appears," says Bishop Newton, '' to ha,yQ b^enrgeoe* 
rally understood by the Jews as a prophecy of the M^iah, 
because the Mse Christ, who appeared in the tim^ of the Koman 
emperor Adrian, assumed the title ot'BarchockehaSj or Son ^ the 
Star, in allasipn to this prophecy /^ On. the Prophecies, 
Diss. y. p.'SO.'efcU 17S2.'4to.— See also Grot, in Matt. ii. I. 



%Bt$XMAt mth wHich it h mUM probodblr^kt 
iihejr Were acqaainled^. ' Some havie Aipp6sed lluA 
Balaam was hiniself d Magtfk ; perhafid Ifronl 
insufficient reasons ; but it ts certain that fae vrtJ^ 
a Genfile, dwelling at Pfethdf, wKidi wehavft 
iaiready shewn to have been, if not in Arabiit 
itself^ at least in a country immediately adjoining. 
Besides, the prophecy was not delivered to th^ 
Jews, but to the '^ Princes of M oab," and wheA 
^e reflect with what avidity every thing prophetic 
is' listened to by Heathen nations, we can scarcely 
conceive it possible that the predictions of so 
celebrated a prophet would be soon fbrgotteit 
among the neighbouring nations. — It is contended 
by some, that this prophecy, although knovim t6 
the Magi, could liot have informed them in thfe 
manner supposed, since the star is merely 
a metaphorical designation of the Messiah himslelf^ 
not a material star, which should declare his 
advent *. Now we are not to suppose' therh p&Sf- 



^Orotivs.and others^ endeavour to shew tha^ the prophecies 
were not known to the Heathen, because to the Jews were 
committed the Oracles qf God. The prophecy of Balaam was 
directly delivered to a heathen monarch, surrounded by I&b 
courtiers, and so were also those of Daniel : and Cyrus was made 
acquainted, perhaps by Daniel, with the prophecies concerning, 
himself. The Apostle meant no more, than that with the Jews 
they were handed down not merely by oral tradition, but by 
written documents, which, being every where dispersed, wouM 
preserve them entire and incorrupted. 

* "Nee in eo per stellam exorituram astrum materiale, sed 
ipse Messias designatur/' Spanh, Dab. xxiv.— Dr, Warbnrtoft, 

shewing 
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a knowledge of tbe^fi^ltt^iUt of the pn^ecgr 
gif^x^ W.« But.^; tjaking (be n^Qst unfavourable 
^Ujn^,! :^nd gEa^ji9g a)L.thajt ^ra^ be urged of that 
liVki^, .ivB must 8t;i91 .aUow, th^t.: the mention^ in 
%:<pr4{)ke<^y <^ tiie Messiah^ of a star to arise out 
of-^acpbi wouldf wJbren .combined with other, con- 
j^xfLtiom, undoubtedly assist them in understaiujU 
H^ ,tbe meaping qi that remarkable and unususi) 
§tar, which they observed to appear about that time, 
whfSB all the East was in expectation of the 
!||afsiiah. That which was used in the prophecy 
ai( metaiiihorically expressive of the Messiah, might 
be» supposed to be very naturally employed as the 
external sign declaratory of his advent. But it 
limy perhaps be remarked, that all these con-^ 
liderations were scarcely such as to produce that 
wry GOjafident assurance which the Magi possessed. 
It is not impossible, perhaps it is probable, that 
they had an express revelation made to them of 
ibe purport of the Star % or perhaps God might 
in such a manner influence their minds, as to 
{irodnce in them a firm conviction from that scanty 
evidence which would otherwise have been m- 
-sufficient Nothing of this kind, however; is 
even hinted at in Scripture, and it would be 

^presumptuous in us confidently to attribut^^ to 

■- — ■— >— -I — ^ - I , ^ , — .p^p— ^.p^p,„ — .1^ — - — — — . — . — -. — ....^■. ■ I ^ ^ -j , '-? 

shewing that a star, in the Eastern hieroglyphick language was 
3e«dtiptive not iiiet^ly o!^ •^^ a tenpor'al prince or ruler/* out also 
*' denoted God," (as in Amos v^ 25, 26 ) refers it " prmcip^Ify,'* 
or ''only to ^brist^ the eternal Son of God.*' Div. Leg. book iv. 
J 4. quoted by Bishop Newton, Diss, V. • 
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say may possftly have beeto ude(l\ ♦ ^"i » '*>J ' *' ^' fi 
No notice has been here taken' of sdilie^^SSMg 
traditions which assert, but i^IiUM«n5f^«utfiiMty]^ 
that the Magi had been Wiatchihg fof ^is l^tuf 
with longing expectation, being dirtx^ted t(if-do *8tf 
by the prophet Balaam ^ Ncithet* ttave' we rei- 
ferred to the Sibylline Orades; which somiet' 
learned men suppose to have been' the meauii 
whereby the Magi understood the meaning of th6 
Star*. The compositions extant under that tittey 
are manifestly of the number of those piooft 
frauds which the early Christians injudictously 
used for the conversion of the Gentiles. 
The real Sibylline Books were inaccessible, but 
these were every where in circulation; having 
indeed nothing of that rhapsodical -'and enthu« 
siastical style,- which characterized the produce 
tions of the Sibyls ; differing also from them in 
the subjects of which they treated: for they do 
not contain directions concerning heathen rites and 
ceremonies, but develop the peculiar doctrines of 
Christianity, and describe the birth, life, miracles, 
and death of our Saviour with such minute ac- 



* The opinion of aeyeral of the Fathers^ supported abo 
by IVl^lde/natiis, that the communication was made by familiar 
spirits, has been sufficiently noticed above, chap. i. § I. where 
the words of the Fathers are quoted. 

** The Aprocryphal Books of Seth, quoted by the Auct 
Op. Imperf. in Matt. 

^ Vide Corn. Jansenii Comment, in Concord. Evangel, in 
locOf et Luc. Brugensem in 4. Evaog. 



^ffgnm^ faiVfmdA pii to abame th«;gdtHiinei|»»; 
pheoiss^^of «fae CNdTesiamiEmt ^hieh €rod hims^C 

>. uWi^^ddiaHiXsondude i^» sotiitfmi 

oi^othe$ qamdhn luow 'ander discossioipprofmsed by 
JP^ Adito darke^V ' trhicfa ^ 4t9 !^^, tim^ 

of the Magi^ might be i^ppcoved ^itbdut hest* 
^OB^ could it be preriously eBtabUshed that they 
ipar^ aoqitionted with the divine ttatiire of Chri«t. 
It is well known^ how grcjat was tibe reveeetHSe 
which this ,seqt paid tp fire^ esteemiog^lt the..mQ3t 
|[j^i;fe$^ fepresents^tion pf the Deity, the mpst prqpev 
^B»blpft of the diidne. pijBseajce; %ugit i,t is jppj 
true that they were literally woriMppers x^ Jire^ 
From this distinguishing principle of their religion. 
Dr. Clarke accounts for the deduction they made 
respecting t|ie birth of Christ from the appearance 
of the Star; inasmuch as they, ^^ seeing- this 
unusual appearance, might consider it as a sign 
that th^ God they worshipped was about to maui* 
, 1 1 III 11 III ■ 

• See Pridcaux, vol, H. Part ii. book p. p. 626—635, who 
thinks that some loterpolatioiis only are thie work of the Christ- 
ians. *' The major part is justly condemned ; but Celsus« the 
greatest enemy Christianity ever had among the antients, charg- 
eth the imposture no farther than upon the interpolations.'^— 
But see this subject very fiiUy and ably treated by Dupin, Hist 
of Eccles. Writers, vol.L Cent. I. p. 17, who apposes that these 
forgeries first existed about the beginning of the reign of 
M. Aureliu^ or the end of that of Antoninus. See also Spanh. 
Dub. xxxiv, where many passages are quoted from them; and 
Lardner, Cred. vol. ii. p. 313. ed. 1788. 

^ Comment, in Matt. ii. 
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fiert himielftniong tbem^'* But: nnce-they nmefy 
ttylisd him.y King of iiieiJenfiB/^ t*d no empre8ik»| 
warrants ns in concluding 'that they had attain«i 
<d»if«^^efl».x)f the ehariKt^ of our Itnm»iuel, 
we iiiufl^> 1^ i comleBC > tn wave c all i tihofi^ opinioM 
W^h ^)^uppo$ip the fContniiyi and ratbte taki 
a 3c4\iiti9n .<i^ the qnsatiQa whidh may appear lea| 
satiafaotoryi thai^ by^ fspdrnvQlliing tx> he ^^ wii9 
fil^Tewhsit w written/* run the hazard of embp»cing 
OpiQlon^, whkh> while they are ttneupporlbdatiy^ 
$k)riptiiiW^ inayajbo he contrary to tru^ . 



j.^ 
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''<^'l>k>. Mfce 'tliiAtls it\fas «'ofi!he natiire of^kat t^i^JeW^ 
c£illediii6 SMMiiri^ mentkme^'ia cba{>. xrii; H cottipared^wkll. 
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'..,.^ .if v/JtliflL|ii\« XJ|>« ». ... , , '».;.:*,'*• 

OF THE ST.AA* ..■..,...»; .•-ivi 

- Sect. Ill; ^' ^'^'^ 

Of the ymrious Phoenamena of the, Star . a$, ^^ 
connected with the Visit of the Magi^,\.i ^^^ 

. XI AVIH6 been imformed of the ppetemataflak ^ 
appetranee of a Star^ the effects of whiob Mrere no s 
less than to bring the Magi from a distant oodirtrf' 
to Jerusalem, we are somewhat surprised to 
observe that their narration excited astonishment 
and confusion, as if no such phaenomenon had 
there attracted attention. It becomes, therefore, 
an obvious sulgect of inquiry, whether the Star 
were visible to the Magi alone. St. Ignatius, in 
his epistle to the Ephesians*, and the Protevwige- 
lion of James ^ declare in glowing language that 



* Affn^p €¥ ovpavf €\afx\l/€¥ ihrip wdm-a^ roik wpS dvrov, 
ica^ (epttrfAoy ^rap€Tj(€¥ tj KOiyoTti^ dyrbv, Toh 6pm0m dwrow 
rd a Xoiird wdura atrrpa, dfJM ffAiy koI 9€ki^9 X'^P^ iyiiHfv^ 
ro Tf da'ripi, — rapaj^ t€ ^w, irodev tl icaiMTifc tf ipaiMfnimi* 
Ign.Ep. ad Eph. p. 137.£d. Vossii. 

^ Chap, xxxi. of this Gospel, in Jones on Caoon, vol. It. 
p. 125. The Magi are introduced as saying; dio/iip dttripti 



tills luminous body eclipsed even the Sun and 
Moon by its unrivaUed ^Ptff^i ^d drew to itself 
the admiration of Aro wttcfl^^ world. Why then 
was the account of its appearance so novel to the 
inhabitants of firioi^Stnf^ xtiit diey and their 
monarch were troubled at the information ? Whence 
the need for Herod to inquire of them at what 
time the Star appearM,^ if ft hiid been before con- 
spicuous to the whole world ? These considerations 
certaitily n^gadVe the assertions of Ignatius ;' whic& 
are but^ftSeoly Supported by sayiiig, thit the Magi 
alone were endowfd with that mental revelation 
wllieh«' taught them to understand^ at welliat to 
notioes' ^^iB"S%^ from < heaven. The^ p ev da tic i i^ 
beiiig" intended only for the Magi^ l^iere appeam^ 
no necessity for supposing that its external sign Was > 
visiUe to- any others ; nor if what was said in 10 
piKeding section has justly determined the natitfp^x 
of die Star, could it be visible to any great extestt^ - 
For- we there concluded that it was a' meMorv^-^ 
which, guiding the Magi alcmg intricate raodss and^^' 
even pointing out to them a single house, eouM^^ 
not be much elevated above the sufiaoe^f tb(r'! 
earthi. and. therefore, most probably, waa seen- only- 
by a few individuals. 

^ Agam^ we are not clearly informed to wiiat^ 
extent it was "visible even to thetti. * Uifoil thdi^ ' 
departuf§ for Bethlehem, the Star we^i iSel^rg.^j 
th^^ aq4^;guyie4 tbem tp the pl^^ jf h|^>the '^ 
Sayioiir.vm^v iiiit< it shoukd^eem, £poos the man- ^ 
ner'ift vrhiebc St. Matthew speaks^j^^tiMt if^thear^ 
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reappeai^d lafter having formerly left them*; 
though he does not expressly declare whrther it 
guided thl^m in a similar manner during the fiormer 
paM:of their journey. Some have been pleased to 
say,- that it ceased to guide them only upo» their 
arrival at Jerusalem ^ : in order that these strangers^ 
seeking there the expected Messiah, might bis m^ 
nesses to the Jews of the coming of Christ ; and, 
drawing from the Scribes a testimony respecting 
ihe birthplace of Jesus, might themselves receive, 
an additional confirmation of his Messiahship* 
But this is to explain a fact Hbefore it has h^tk 
proved^ for that they were conducted firom th$ir 
own country by the Star, even till they came t<;^ 
Jerusalem, is not countenanced by any expression 
e£ Scripture. They themselves, speaking oply oi^ 
the Star which they saw *'m the East,' never hiijt 
that it guided them ; and when it reappe^ed an4 
went before them, it is not said to be the Star 
which had already gone before them, but only that 
^^i^hich they saw in the East^.^' Now hisiving sup^ 



\ \y t 



^ Ver. 9« JIO. " And lo^ the Star^ which they saw in the 
Past, went before them, till it came and stood over where the 
young child was.— 7F%en they saw the Star, they rejoiced with ex* 
ceeding great Joy,'* 

^ Chrysiat. Honi, 6. iii Matt. — ^Auctor Opevis lofiperf. Theo- 
phylacty and indeed the greatest part of the antients. Also 
Calmet in Diss, sur les Mages, prefixed to his Comment, on 
Matt. ^ ■'..■.. .. 

c '^ The meaning is not, tha€ they ^atw the Stat In the East 
quarter of the heavens, but that when t|iey thepnselvet were in 
the East, they saw the Star/' Campbell en Malt* ii, who, as 

well 



m 

posed them to undeMand from the Star that ih# 
Ring of the Jews was bom, they needed no aupef*^ 
natuml guide to conduct them to Jerusal^i % ^)iy. 
so well known ; and to- which, as the ses^t /glj 
government, they would naturally go to inquire'- 
afit^ the new-born King of the Jews^ Divine 
Wisdom might sufl^r them first to go therfe br tber 
reasons before alleged. But when, discovering: 
there no traces of the personage whom they apugbtit 
they beheld Jerusalem and its monarch confounded 
at the tidings, then indeed their celestial guide was 
acceptable, nay even requisite to revive their droop- 
ing spirits, and strengthen their weak fiuth ; and 
to lead them where the sacred books of the Jew* 
now informed them that Jesus should be bom» 
No one accompanied them to pay any homage to 
the new King ; and when they found him, there 
appeared little likelihood from his external circum^ 
stances that he was the illustrious personage, tQ 
visit whom they had travelled so far. But the 
celestial sign accompanying him was sufficient to 
remove all these doubts. 

Hence from the declaration of St. Matthew we 
are justified in saying, that the Star appearing to 
the Magi first induced them to undertake the 
journey ;• that in the very moment when their 
doubts might be supposed to arise, it reappeared, 
and. guided. them, till,, having come to Bethlehem, 
** it stood over the house where the young child 



well asCalmet^MaldonatuSyGrotius, and Haramoad,, defends this 
sense against those who would render, at its rising. See also 
Poll Synop. in loco. 

£ 2 



was."* 5iF<yr what -is here stated we «ee. evident 
reasMs * ; but that it was their actual, guide befiMre 
fliey Yeaehed Jeruaalem, no safficient reasooSiiH^e 
given a -priori/ and the words of St. Matthew 
Wither contradict than countenance the supposition. 
Thoee however who still choose to retain it^ may 
innocently do so; since it can be of no conse- 
quence, except as a matter of curiosity ; yet ey;^ 
thea it ia not advisable to embrace any thing 
which is not founded upon the strong ground of 
scriptural authority. 

St. Matthew states no more than we have 
already related ; and we should very naturally 
suppose that the Star, having served its intended 
purpose, now disappeared. But tradition is not 
content to leave the story so incomplete*. Accord- 
ing to Origen, since no mention is made of the 
disappearing of the Star, it was supposed ever 
afterwards to have staid about the person of Christy 
as a visible mark of his divinity. The Opus Itn- 
perfectum' also on this place, asserts that it resV^ 
over the head of the young child. This recalls to 
our minds an anak^ous circumstance related by 
Virgil of the infant lulus ; 

'* Ecce levis summo de vertice visas luli 

T^ndere lumea apex, tactuque iimoxia mollis, 
Lsuilbere flamma comas, ^t circum tempora pasci^/' 

* This opinion^ embraced by Spanbeim, Dub. xxix> 19 
found also in Basil de Hum. Christi Natl?. — ^Auct. de Mirab. 
jS« Script.^-Isidorus, and Cajetan. 

^ Calmet^ Comment in Matt. ii. Q, 

« JEn. ii. 682.— 68*. 



it is possible, that this passage of Virgil va$f 
faa?e suggested the idea to some of the antieafes ; 
especMdly sinee it comes in close eoniKSXioii widi 
that narrative to which we have above referred^ as 
resembling tl^ occurrence before us. i But in what 
mann^ soever it originated^ we must attribute to* 
it that custom of Painters, which depicts a glonry 
surrounding the head of our Saviour'. Some who 
do not go so far as to say that the Star rested on 
the head of Christ, yet tell us that it actually en- 
tered the house where he was* : but the Evangelist 
will not warrant us in asserting even this; he 
barely mentions that it stood over where the young' 
child was, i. e. most probaUy, being statioifaiy 
above the roof. — But the account given by 
Gregory of Tours surpasses every other in boldness 
and improbability'; according to him it was pre-^ 
dpitated into a pit, being there invisible to all, 
except the pure in heart Yet this strange trs^li- 
tion was prevalent in the time of Maundrell, to 
whom the identical pit was shewn ^ If w^ ^wm 
to believe that it remained at all after the arrival 
at Bethlehem, it were best to^ say, with the Gospel 
of the infancy, that it reconducted th^^m into their 
own country. Yet we may justly ask, wherein 
they needed a guide to lead them back into their 
own native land, with the name and situation of 



^ Dr. Adam Clarke, Comment 6h Matt. ii. 

* ChryscMt. in Matt. 

' Calmet^ in Matt. ii. and Spanheim, Dub. xxvii. 9. 

c Journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem, p. 87. ed* 1707« 
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ilfiich they were so well acquainted, and whence 
they had so lately come. Grod granted them 
a revetatioti indeed, but of tfiliffertot kind ; m^ely 
directing them, in a dream, to change their route. 
But this communication wag superfluous, if their 
former celestial mentor still remained to direct 

According to Toinard", Herod was not resident 
at Jenif^em when the Magi arrived, but ^t 
Jericho ; ill of that irifirmity which soon after 
carried him ofF^. There the chief Priests atfd 
scribes were gathered together : and if this 6^m\on 
be valid, the Star reappared at Jericho, not at 
Jerusalem, and thence guided them to Bethlehem. 
The Magi were directed not to tdJce a winding 
course by reluming to Herod (as the word avaKa/n^ 
ipm may signify*) but were probably directed to 
a nearer road^ pei^haps keeping near the Dead JSea, 
aiid thus tegaining the Deserts 6f Arabia. But 
whetber they were still under the guidance of the 
SN!&r it is fruitless to inquire, since the Evangelist 
has not used any expression which can enable ts 
to decide oti the subject. 

* Harm, Evangel, in loco. 

^ Joseph. Ant. xvii. c. 8. — De l^llo, I. c. 21. 

« See Dodd. Paraph, vol. I. p. '64. 



CHAP. III. 

Of the Date, with respect to the Birth of Christ, 
of the Appearance of the Star^ and the Ar* 
rival at Bethlehem. 

VV E have ascertained^ as far as seems possible, 
the circumstances attendant on the appearance of 
the Star. But. desirous to attain accurate ideas as 
well of the time at which the events happened, 
as of the events themselves, we are led further tQ 
inquire at what tijne, with respect to the birth, pf 
Christy we must place the appearance of the Stcar^ 
and the arrival of the Magi at Bethlehem under 
its gi^idance* 

On the first of these it will not be difficult to 
determine. Many writers hav^ agreed in the sup* 
position that the Star appeared before the birth of 
Christ, yet have differed in pointing out tht 
precise period. Some lekve it indefinite ; some 
mention two years, others one year before ; and 
the time of our Lord's conception, or that of John 
the Baptist, is suggested by others! But the 
propriety of the thing itself, as well as the words 
of the Magi, seem clearly to fix upon the birth of 
Christ as the time best suited for the appearance of 
a Star sent to declare his advent. The words of 
Lightfoot are expressive and satisfactory. ^^ That 
the Star aj^ared at the instant of his birth, can 
be concluded upon this consideration if no more, 
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that otherwise it left the wise men so uncertain of 
tfte tifeie whi^* he should be born, as that they 
could not tell whether he were bom or no, no not 
when they wtere come \x) Jerusalem*." Yet the 
ifka impressed on their minds as soon as they be- 
held it, was not that it portended the birth of 
Christ as yet future, but declared it to them as 
harinrg already taken place. Hence their confident, 
inquiry at Jerusalem ; " Where is he that is born 
Ktng oiF the Jews? '' 

There are however in this chapter two verses, 
which appear at first sight to countenance those 
WRo fix' the date a considerable time before Christ'a 
tiirth. Herod, perhaps already harbouring the 
tioody design which he afterwards perpetrated, : 
having privately called the Magi, accurately in- 
quired of them at what time the Star appeared : 
tHM'r answer was of course known only to himseli^. 
tli^ consequences which it involved we know too 
well. For when he found that the Magi did not 
nStScti to give him more full information, ^' he sent 
and slew all ihe children that were in Bethlehem^ 
and in atl the coasts thereof , from two years old 
and under, according to the time that he had. 
diUgentfy inquired of the wise men.** This passage 
is 'the pWncipal foundation on which we must also 
e8tlA>lish our opinion respecting the time of their 
arrival. We shall therefore, on these two 
acc(9iints, examine it minutely, and perhaps the 
restin will be such as by no means to invalidate 

t 

* Harm. Sect. vii. 
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what has been advanced respecting the fi>rmer 
question. 

The cruel decree of Herod for the murder of 
the infants of Bethlehem^ included^ as stated bf 
St. Matthew, those awo SieroSs kqI Karwri^w, — OoT 
authorized version^ in company with many biblical 
critics^ translates this as if every infant in Beth-* 
lehem^ that had not commenced its third year^ 
were butchered by the soldiers of Herod. Wa 
recoil with horror at the mention of a massacre so 
inhuman and undistinguishing. Acquainted as we 
are with the cruelties of the Jewish tyrant, we 
would fain here endeavour to soften the deep die of: 
so sanguinary a deed, and rejoice to find that the 
testimony of inspiration against him does not 
accuse him of a crime so heinous. The word 
&€T})9 is undoubtedly ambiguous ; and is not only 
used to signify that which has completed it^ 
second year, but that also which is beginning i^, 
This double sense given by Hesychius and Ph^-. . 
vorinus, who explain it as signifying that which, 
lives SioXov Tov eTou9, is also proved from the usage 
of Aristotle^. Thus we are not necessitated to. 
suppose that Herod extended his murders beyond 
those who had completed their first yearr and 

^ Hist. Anim. lib. ix. 5, He says, that Stags, when they 
become herelfs, first have horns ; which is known to happen to 
them in the early part of their second year. In another pjbce^ 
stating that they casit their horns yearly, he says, that the^ 
begin dwd Sterovf, recovering them rf rphf ireu — ^The word 
does not elsewhere occur in Scripture.— ^See Sir Norton Knatch* 
bull's Annotationsi in locum. , 
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periiapB vemi^ be enabled to acquit him to a stiU 
greater ^tent*^t^He dew those of that age, and m«^ 
der^'aooarding. Jo the tim^ which he had diUgently 
inquired of the\y)ise men. We many justly sup^ 
fo§e with Campbell %. that the commission of 
Herod's messengers^ though it bad for its highest 
limit those entering on their, second year, as we are 
e^cpressly told^ yet did not include all under that 
agp ; but had its limit on that side regulated by 
the information which the Magi gave respecting 
the time when the Star appeared. . Now none will 
date, this after the birth of Christy or suppose that 
Herod would ^ do so ; and therefore he would most 
pt^bably ;make that period the limit of his com^ 
mission vOn that side. Between this period, and 
the Biassacre at Bethlehem^ many events happened ; 
the Magi had conie from a distant country, ' bad 
jqpent.^sMie days at least in Judaea, had returned 
home, and th^ Holy Family had escaped into 
£gypt* It would, therefore, have been wanton 
und .useless cruelty to kill the infants born duni^ 
this,.spa^e of time, when Herod must be aware 
that np possibility existed that any of these should 
be ;their4!^ct.of his jealousy. He might extend 
bifl^. ' ordersr a little be}rond the period mentioned 
by the Magi, in order that his design might not 
fail, even if the information he had received were 
not exactly correct. But we have no reason to 
conclude, as some have hastily done, from this 
passage, either that the Star appealed two years 

* Campbell^ on Gospels, in Matt. ii. 16, 
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before the birth of Christ, and the Magi arrival 
at that very period*"; or that appearing at th^ 
Urth^ it brought the Magi two years afterwanb.ffr 
We are. still left at fell liberty to plaoe their, airiy^l 
9o soon after the i birth of Christ, as pdber caa*i 
sideratioBs may riender probable. - ^ . i > 

If it be allowable to reason a priori on thit 
iqpiestion^ we may remark how much the beauty 
and propriety of this event should seem to \» 
impaired, by supposing that their arrival was long 
deferred after the birth of Christ There appears 
iio reason why the manifestation to the Grentileb 
diould be long delayed after that to the Jews^r^^ 
But we find circumstantial evidence of thisea^ 
manifestation. It was at Bethlehem that. -the 
shepherds found the infant Jesus: it was ^at 
Bethlehem^ too, that the Magi still found hmv 
atbaided by Joseph and Mary*^. Now Joseph did 
not usually reside at Bethlehem; bu^ it >wa|i 
necessary for him, as being of the house aod 
lineage of David, to come there, on occasion of 
the taxing, from Nazareth in Galilee, bis usiMil 
residence. This call was not such as was likely to 
detain him long; probably he would have staid 
a very short time, had not the delivery of> Masjr 

■' ■ ' ' ' ' ' f ■ I I I J SfO t 

^ See Whiston's view of the Harmony, Prop.xir. p. 158, &c?. 
■who refers the words /row two years old and under, to the *' nrst 
appearance of the Star to the wise men, long before the I^ati- 
vity:'* and places their arrival so "little after" tbi birth of 
Christ, as to suppose that the Holy Family had even retui^ned 
from Egypt before the purification. 

« Epiphanius» Pearce, Beza, and Lightfoot. 

* Sec the remarks in proof of this pointy in init. Chap. iv. 
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(i&j^ned istt this critical juncture. This would 
iiecessarily d^t^in them' dome time, and sidce Mary 
^VEkt in f6rty'day8 go to Jerusaleiri for purification, 
^ need not wbnd^ that till that dme they should 
rtttiain at Bethlehem, so near f6 Jerusalem, rather 
'than return to Nazareth whence they must so soon 

, itetrace their steps. When, however, ** they had 
accomplished all things according to the law-^ 
the Lord, they returned to Gralilee, to their 6Wn 
city Nazareth*.** These words certainly warrant 
us in saying, that nothing detained them '' at 
Bethlehem, but the observances of the ceremonial 
law which required their presence in Judseat. Those 
fhttrefore who would make the visit of the Magi to 
have taken place some time after our SavioUt^s 
birth, have ingeniously endeavoured to disc6Ver 
reasons which may account in a probable manner^ 
for the long period, during which the Holy 
Family must, on this supposition^ have remained 

'kt Bethlehem. 

' Bishop Chandler supposes, that they had pro- 
jperty at Bethlehem **; but the accommodation 

'they there met with is far from oonsistetit with 

^i^ch ah hypothesis ^. Neither is it probable that 
they would return there to take leave of their 
friends ; or that they staid so long merely to settle 
their affairs '. And if they were induced to take 

* Luke ii. $9. *» See his Vind. p. 456. 

« "In Bethlehem Joseph nullum ho«pitium invenire potuif 
Calvin in Harm. 

^ These reasons are brought forward by Newcdme, in bis 

Harmony^ 
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up their lesidence ther^ from a belief that Betli- 
lehem was the place 4^igne4: fqr, Jthe education pf 
the Messiah, th^y must have t;ieep, better ap^uai?;^ 
with the . chfuractei;. «an4 destinatipn of ^ their spp^ 
thaa. we, h^v^,,|easioa to think thqjr werp at this 
early period ; tp say . nothing of the injustice lof 
thus pfdming upon them^^rom mere oonjectjLire, 
an .erroneous opinion. We can satisfactorily sheyr 
tbatthey remained at Bethlehem forty days, but 
Q^. scarcely do more; and hence an argument of 
considerable weight in fiivour of the early arrival 
o£ the Magi. ^f 

.. Put it b not the only one which can pfi 
brought forward. The words with which St. Ms(>r 
tbew introduces his narrative, countenance^^ j^t 
le^t, if not confirm this opinion. It has bee|i 
urged^ and not without reason, that the Aor^t 
yevnfievTOi here used, expresses the recent oquf- 
rence of the birth of Christ^; and since it^|s 
farther stated to have taken place ^^ in the days of 
Herod,** we are hence also induced to embn^ an 
early date. For shortly after the visit of the Magi, 
IJerod died. Qishop Pearce , places his de^ 
fourteen months after the birth of Christ^; an4 
Lardner, though he supposes it to have been lajt^i 
thinks that he died within a year and six mon^ 

Harmony, $ 13. — Compare also Doddridge, J 11. ^otes^and 
' and $ 12. note'': and Lightfoot's Harm, i^ \fjCQ. 

* Spanh. Dub. £v. xxv, 14. 

^ Dissert, on the year of Christ's births prefii^ed to his Com* 
meat on the Gospels. 



?8r 

aftecV Many other dates bate indeed been pro* 
ppsedy i ' and defended^ with much learning by 
dfiffivaat chronologers ; but though the question 
w»U never perhaps be fully set at rest, those cer^- 
tunlyseem the most probable solutions, and' agree 
best with St. Luke, chap. iii. ver. 1. 23, which 
place this event not later than the periods just 
mentioned^. Hence therefore, allowing time for- 
tJie stay of the Magi, and the massacre of the 
innocents which shortly after succeeded; as welt* 
as for the journey of the Holy Family into Egypt, 
and their stay there, we can scarcely fix the date 
beyond onr Lord's first year, and must deem it 
pitifoable that it happened in an early part of it. 

Supposing the necessity of an early date to be^ 
now! sufficiently established, we still find ia con-^ 
ttariety^ of opinions. Some place the event before' 
the purification of Mary, or within fofrty days 
after the birth, of Jesus ^; pthert subsequent to 
that period. — Upon a littfe reflection we shall find 
the 4brmer of these opinions pr^^ble. Not indeed 
that we shall- be able to Rx upon the precise day, 
jHAce we ha^^ no grounds upon which to establish 
fikic^ a decision. The event is commemorated by 

ji«<%dt^^j^<^1^pJ»l I > l i n I ( " w f ■> ^m^^m-^ ■»> ■ • I I ■ I n n ■■ i ■1 ^ 1.,. 

^ Cred. Part I. book ii. chap. 3. 

* See Usher's Annals ; Calmet's Diet, voce J. Christ ; Pri • 
deaux, Part II. book ix. anno 3. B. d and Macknight^ Harm. 
Prelim. Diss. ii. 

' « Scultetus, and Schmidius in Poli Synop. — Spanheim|, 
Dub. xxY. — Jansen, Chemnitz, and Calvin in Harm.— Grot. 
Annot. in Matt. ii. 9. — Also Whitby ; and Doddridge, though 
fie placed the purification first in his Harmony, (p. 53.), acknow- 
ledges it very possible that the other order is prdTerable* 
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the Church on the twelfth day after the Natititf^ 
and many Popish commentatorfei htV9 strenuaml3F 
endeavoured to convince their readers that< th»inpM 
the precise day^ Dr. Hammond 'wiU enaUe us te 
account for the. origin of this tradition ^ He 
states, that the Feast of the Nativity was cele* 
brated twelve days^ of which the first and last wera 
particulady sacred, and each was denominated 
iwi^uux, as . denoting the manifestation of Chrtal 
to. the world* Now since the Star was a remarkable 
cineums^tance attending the Nativity, it is not sur^ 
prising that the. twelfth, day should be chosen fof 
the celebration of that Epiphany, which was made 
to the Gentiles by the Star. For the bare oom^ 
memoration of the event any day may suffice ; 
accordingly the Latin charch celebrates on thia 
same day, the Miracle' of Cana, and die Baptism -of 
Christ ; while tY^ modern Greeks^ commemorating 
the coming of the Magi on the 35th of December 
along with the Nativity, celebrate on thils* day only 
the Baptism of Christ «. Thus, even if we^ were to 
allow that the usage of the Church had any weight 
in decisions of this nature, yet here, being m^ 
varied^ it cpuld render us no assistanee. But 
indeed the twelfth day is too early for the Magi 



^ On the New Testament in loco. 

8 Calmet, Diss, sur les Mages, referring to M. deTillemoat, 
Note 9. sur Jesus Christ. Also Wheatley, on Coaim. Prayer^ 
chap. V. i 7. Compare Marsh's Mich. vol. III. Part ii. chap. ii. 
§ 7. Note 8. All the events celebrated might be considered as 
peculiar mani/estatians of the glory pf Christ^ See John i. SI— 
34. and ii. 11. 
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to have come even froin Arabia after the Star 
appeared. But blowing the time necessary to 
prepare for their journey, for their journey itselj^ 
and stay in Judaea before they came to Jesus, we 
find DO improbability in supposing that they 
arrived at Jerusalem before the day of purification, 
perhaps not long before it. 

There are however certain considerations, which 
have induced some harmonists to place the visit of 
the Magi after the purification *. They urge, that 
Mary, having received their rich presents, wovld 
not have ofiered the ofiering of the poor. But it 
does not appear likely that these presents, which 
were merely intended as a testification of the good- 
will of the Magi, were laige; it is even impro- 
bable that they were so large, as to raise Joseph 
and Mary fiiom their former humble station to 
that state of affluence, which required from its pos* 
sessors the ofi^ng of the rich. They were, 
however, a seasonable relief, providentially arriving 
before their journey into Egypt. — It is ferther 
contended, that if the Magi arrived previously to 
the purification, the jealousy of Herod which was 
roused by the object of their journey, would have 
rendered very dangerous the presentation of Christ 
ID the temple ; especially since his character was 
there also declared by the inspired lips of Simeon 

•— — ^— ■ II — ^M^ I ■ il» I I ■■ I I ' ' 

* The arguments for this opinion are given by Spanheim, 
Dub. Evang. xxv. 3— 9. — See also Newcome, Harm. § 13. 
and Manne, on Birth of Christ, p*4], 42. These two writers, 
and Doddridge, suppose it happened about a year after the birth 
of Christ; Beza, Lightfoot, Pearce, &c. not till two years after. 
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and Anna. Was then the overruling protection 
of an omnipotent God not suffipijent.to counteracts 
every design <^ against the Lord^ and against his 
Anointed ? " Joseph and Mary wquld go to Beth-^ 
lehem in obedience to the ordinance of Go(||^ 
perhaps not aware of the danger that impended ; 
and might have left that city before the declarations 
o^. Sime^in and Anna were m^ade known to the 
^rant \ ^ Herodf however, perh^^ps beginning to, 
be, somewhat surprised that the Magi did not 
return to bim^ would soon be made acquainted 
with ^^e occurrences in the temple. His previous 
suspicjjpns of the departure of the Magi were 
npw confirmed ; and ^hat furious jealousy which 
befpre raged in his breast, having now become 
top violent to be restrained, broke out at Beth- 
lehem in that sanguinary act of vengeance which 
St Matthew has recorded. 

^ '* The Holy Family might go froqi Jerusalem to Egyp^ 
the very night after Jesus had been presented in the temple ; as 
Garthwait intimates, in hi^ excellent Harmony (chap. xi. xii.). "^^ 
Dodd. Sect. 11. — Herod» not knowing their usual residence, 
would soppose that they had retsmed to Bethlehem. 



CHAP. IV. 

Of the Circunistances which occurted mhsequerithf 
to the Arrival at Bethlehem. 

XT has been taken for granted in the preceding 
chapters, that Bethlehem was the scene of this 
visit. It seems almost superfluous to discuss the 
point, since the whole tenor of the Evangelist*s 
narrative is of such a nature, as to leave on ihfe 
tnind a clear conviction that this was the factt. 
Havitig mentioned the birth of Jesus "in Betti- 
lehem of Judsea," and informed us that Herod, 
from the declaration made by the Chief Priests 
and Scribes, sent the Magi 'to Bethlfehem, 
St. Matthew does not even hint that they found 
the Saviour in any other place. Yet some of those 
who have given a late date to their arrival, have 
supposed, and perhaps consistently, from the words 
of St. Luke, that it took place at Nazareth *. 
The difliculties attendant on this opinion are no 
W\t\\ confirmation of the early date. For besides 
its manifest contrariety to the apparent testimony 
of St. Matthew, we should find considemble 
difficulty in conjecturing why Joseph, avoiding by 
flight the fury of Herod, should be sent through 
thjfe heart of his dominions to Egypt, and thus 

-^ * Bed^d, Ghroii. p. 740, 741, and Piikington, Harm. Diss. \u 
referred to by Newcome, J IS. 
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rush through the very scene of danger, when he 
might have found refuge in countries so much 
nearer Nazareth. The relation of St. Matthew 
informs us that he did not go to Nazareth till 
after the return from Egypt ; and; this f)effeQtly 
accords with the account given ^ by St. Luke^ 
chap. ii. ver. 39. — For though the latter, not 
mentioning the flight into Egypt, seems toTelate 
the return to Nazareth as immediately following 
the purification, yet numerous examples of 
transitions similar to this, may be referred to in 
the New > Testament \ — It is however useless any 
longer to dwell on a subject, where the supposed 
difficulty arises solely from persevering in an un- 
tenable hypothesis, and overlooking the manifest 
tenor of St Matthew's narrative. 

Many Christian writers have found themselves 
supplied with a fine source of the pathetic from 
the idea, that the . Magi found the infant Jesus 
still lying in a manger. Thus the pious Taylor 
observes, how much the joy of the Magi would he 
abated on their first arrival, when thev found ^^ the 
throne of Christ, a manger, a stable his presence- 
chamber, a thin court, and no ministers, the King 



^ Compare Lake xxi. 6, 7, with Matt. xxiv. 3; or 
Mark xiii. 3. — Also Luke xxiv. 50, with Acts i* 3. --^ And 
Acts ix, 2Sr 96, with GaL i. 17. .In all these instanceS| ^e 
intervening circumstances omitted by one Writer, are supplied 
by the otfier. In the last example, the events of threle years are 
omitted; which, as Lardner observes, -^ is an-tiwtmctive in- 
stance, simct the omission is certain and undottbted#^« See 
Newcome, Harm, in loco. 

f 3 
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a baibe^ and but that he had a star over his head, 
having Nothing to distinguish him from a pbor 
'6lh][)ty fortune*." But though from the multitudes 
liollected at Bethlehem by the census, Joseph and 
Marj^ werfe bbliged upon their first arrival to lay 
the child Jesus ^'iti a manger, because there was 
iio room for them in the inn ; " yet we can have 
little doubt that before the coming of the Magi the 
tfiultitudes had dieparted, and left vacant thos6 
accommodations which could not before be pro- 
cured. Accordingly, St. Matthew expressly men- 
tions a house, as the place where the Magi found 
them. ^ And having entered into the house, they 
found the child with Mary his mother, and fell 
down, and worshipped him ; and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented to him 
'^fts ; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh." The 
' circumstances mentioned in this passage we shall 
Consider in the present chapter. 

Th6 word TrfxxreKvvtfaavy here translated worship^ 
'ed, is equivocal; yet it is of evident importance 
to determine, what was the nature of that homage 
Which the Magi paid to Jesus. Now the word 
here used may signify not merely religious adora- 
tion, but also that prostration, which from time 
Immemorial has been the token of civil reverence 
aad submission throughout the East. The am- 
'fbiguity of the original has been preserved also by 
our Ehglidi translators ; for the term wofship was 
j!,r^ their time used in both these senses, though 

-. * T" ^ , ^" 't »" " ' ' > l * ' ' " . " ' III ' d ' ' ' ' ■ 

^ Taylor's Life of Christ, Parti, sect. 4. 
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now expriessive only of religious adoration **. Now 
since the external cereipiony^^ould b^ t)i^ s^ip^e 
whether civil or religious homage ^were jgatem^i 
the act will therefore receive its comple;^on entirj^y 
fix>n) the inward intentions of the Magi ; and the 
question resolves itself into this, viz., What esti- 
mate did they form of the character of Jesus ?-r- 
We must here appeal to their own words ; *' Wheire 
is he that is horn King of the Jews ?'' Now it is 
evident that they did not themselves express 
any thing, which gives us reason to believe that 
they were then at all aware of the Divine nature 
oS Christ. They had very probably, from their 
proximity to Judaea, and their intercourse^ with 
th^ Jews, obtained much information respecting 
the expected Messiah from the prophecies of Jewish 
Scripture; but in all probability, Uke the Jews 
themselves, not understanding their spiritual 
import, were- expecting a temporal prinpe of 
great splendour and power. Hence it is natural 
to suppose, with Calvin % that upon thft appear- 
jance of the Star they came to Judaea^ in ordjpr that 
this early expression of their submissiqn niight 

^ See Campbell in loco. It may be remarked, that the mors 
antient usage of the word is a sufficient answer to an' objection 
made by the ignorant to a passage in our Matrimonial seh^ice, 
where the man thus addresses the woman i ." With jny kody 
I ^^ tvorship ; *' manifestly intending only fi tp)^ w of ciyil 

respect. 

c Fieri enim potest, ut voluerint ejus gratiam ainte tempui 
captare, qub sibi propitium ac faventem haberent, sr'fbrte con- 
tingeret Orientali imperio eum potiri. — Calvin. Harm. KTakig» 
in loco. 
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en^re to them the favour of him whi^m they ex- 
pdeted afterwards to obtain the sovereignty of the 
East. Their belief that Christ was this personage 
is sufficient to account for the homage they paid 
him. Spanb^im indeed endeavours to shew*, that 
their behaviour on this occasion betokens some- 
thing more than an acknowledgement of civil 
submission ;*siAce St. Matthew does not say simply 

TrpooTKuvfia'ap avrtp, but ireaopre^ Trpoo'eKvmfa'av ainfi. 

Now the very words, on which Spanheim insists, 
are used by our Lord when speaking of the servant 
who begged the forbearance of his master; trea-w 
dw^ 5<wXo9 TrpofrtKvvei avr^^. And certainly we 
shall not be disposed to allow any force in the 
argument, if we remember for a moment how 
extreme is the servility of Oriental submission. 
In the East, the person who is iii the act of 
reverence, kneels j and puts his head between his 
knees, his forehead at the same time touching the 
ground''. The prostration of the Magi was scarcely 
more submissive than this, which is at this day 
commonly paid to the great men in the East; 

» Dub. Evang. xlviii. 3. 
t ^ Matt, xviii. 26 : See also Acts x. 25. 
« Dr. Adam Clarke in loco; adding, that in Hindostan, 
religious homage is paid h^ prostrating the bodj/ at full length, 
s6" that the two knees, the two hands, the forehead, nose, and 
cheeks, all touch the earth at the same time: and that this reve* 
rence is also paid to great men.— Much valuable information 
may ^so be found on this subject in Harmer, vol. IL Obs. 
15. and 19. ed. Clarke. And it is worthy of our remark, (hat 
he particularly shews the existence of these customs among the 
Arabs. 
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in all probability it was of the same nature. For 
the most trifling customs remain there the sam^ 
now as they were a thousand years ago"^ ; and Uiei^ 
governments being uniformly despotick, there is 
yery little probability that the ceremonies used in 
pa}ang homage to the great should have undergone 
any change, at least so as to become less submissive. 
Thus, the homage paid by the Magi is by no 
means inconsistent with their belief in the simple 
humanity of Christ. We do not deny the possi^ 
bility that they were aware of his Divinity ; but 
no declaration is made of this in Scripture : and 
if they were so, they had attained to a higher 
degree of knowledge than Mary and others of the 
Jewish nation, although the latter were favoured 
with more express revelations. 

Those who have thought the Magi acquainted 
with the Divine nature of Christ, have endeaf^ 
voured to give an allegorical interpretation to th9 
presents which they ofiered. They are said by the 
frankincense to have signified their belief in tbe 
Divinity of Christ, by the gold his royal prero^ 
gative, while by the myrrh, a spice used in em* 
balming, they confessed his proper humanity. 
According to another interpretation, they expressed 
by these gifts the various feelings which actuate the 
real Christian, and the nature of that Hying 
sacrifice which we ought to oflfer to Christ \ But 

^ This unvarying nature of Eastern customs is accounted for 
by Montesquieu, Esprit des loix, liv. xiv. c. 4f, 

• " The myrrh signifying iaith, mortification^ chastity, conb- 

punctionj 
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iH refinements of this kind are groundless * ; and 
these presents were no other than are usually paid 
to great men in the East ; where, however incon- 
sistent with our ideas of propriety and dignity, 
none can approach a superior without carrying in 
his hand some present. Even in visiting an 
inferior, custom requires that some small present 
should be brought; commonly either a flower, 
or some odoriferous herb, or some fruit peculiar 
to the country. This, as Harmer observes, places 
in a strong and interesting point of view the vene- 
ration of the Magi for our Lord. ^^ In the circum* 
stances in which they found him, a flower, an 
orange, or a citron, or any such trifle, had been 
sufficient to introduce them to our Lord ; but, 
mean as his appearance was, they treated him as 
a royal child ; and even aflter they found the 
poverty of his parents, presented him with pre- 
sents of the richest kind, gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh, such as the Queen of Sheba presented to 
Solomon in his glory'*." This is perfectly con- 
sonant with the idea entertained by the Magi of 
the Messiahship of Jesus; but Harmer very 

pnnction, and ali the actions of the purgative life ; the incense 
signifying hope, prayer, obedience, good intention, and all the 
actions and devotions of the illuminative; the giving the gold 
representing love to God and our neighbours, the contempt of 
riches, poverty of spirit, and all the eminences and spiritual 
riches of the unitive life/* Taylor*» Considerations of the Epi- 
phany, in Life of Christ, p. 34. 

* Several- others equally visionary may be found in Span« 
heim. Dub. Evang. lii. 2. 

*» Harmer, vol. !!• Obs. 9. ed. Clarke. 



properly rejecto any thing more than this simpki 
explanation, as ^*a refinement that is certainly 
unnatural, and absolutely in the monkish taste/* ^ 
Another mysticism, of a nature somewhat ro^ 
markable, has also been introduced into this same 
verse. The Evangelist states, that the Magi 
" found the child with Mary his mother^* 
It has been remarked upon these words vnAk 
wonderful subtilty by commentators of some note''^ 
that this was so ordered by the overruling provi- 
dence of God, in order that Joseph might not be 
supposed. by. them to be the real lather of Jesii». 
Now from the words of St. Matthew just quot^dT^ 
to deny the presence of Jos^h» seems an infeFenac 
scarcely warrantable. But the endeavour thence 
to deduce a doctrine, which, resting on a true ^nA 
solid foundation, needs notthe assistance <^«udh 
&nci£ul criticism, can answer no other end, than 
give to its enemies an occasion of cavil and ridi- 
cule. , 

Having already spoken of the return of the 
M^^i into their own country, we shall have omitted 
nothing relative to the subject, if we conclude tibis 
chapter by noticing some traditions which pretend 
to inform us what afterwards became of them. 
The Opus Imperfectum tells us, that St. Thomas 
afterwards met with them in their own countiy, 
while propagating the Gospel, and having fuUy 
instructed them in that religion to which they had 
borne so early and remarkable a testimony, bap- 

^ Corn, a Lapide, Jan8en> and Calmet in Matt. if. 



90 

them, and received from them much assist- 
ance in the furtherance of the great*^ cause in 
which be was engaged. Chrysostom has retained 
the same tradition, which is by Chemnitz thought 
to be probable *4 but it seems to rely on very 
dender authority. Nor are those accounts better 
authenticated, which have been handed down 
respecting their martyrdom; which, according 
to some, they suffered at a town in Arabia; 
or^ as the Armenians tell us, at Maveg in Ar- 
menia^. — Calmet very gravely relates, that their 
]bodies were in his time shewn at Cologne, where 
tbe^y were visited by the zealots of Popery with 
great respect. Of those pretended relicks the 
fc41owing homely but striking passage from 
D«^ Fulke's Bible is a most satisfactory refutation* 
*^ They that feined their names, might feine the 
number, and the deportation of their bodies from 
the East, where they slept many hundred years, 
to Collen. Saving that it is too impudent a fiction 
to place them in two cities at once ; for Millain 
maketh as great a claim, and sheweth as good 
evidence for their bodies as Collen. But the 
monsters of Popish reliques passe all Ovid's 
Metamorphoses." 
■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ - - — — - — -^ — 

^ *' Verisimile est, quod Chrysostomus annotatur^ Thomaih, 
'ttan poAtea in eas partes praedicationem Eyangelii afierret, 
(egtificatioue Magorum multum fuisse adjutum/' Chemoit* 
Harm. Evang. in loco. 

^ Calmet, Diet, voce Magi. 



CONCLUSION. 



Of the Evidence and Instruction dedudblejrom 
the whole Occurrence, hy the Magi, the JewSp 
and ourselves. 

XXaving endeavoured^ amidst the obsco^ 
rities which have sometimes bewildered us, to 
avoid the rocks on which others have splits we 
have at length completed our undertaking; yiet 
we shall reap from the subject a benefit com- 
paratively small, unless we endeavour to ascertain 
the evidence which it affords to our holy Religioily 
and the instruction which it conveys. We shatt 
conclude, therefore, by considering briefly the 
relation of the events before us to the Magi^ thb 
Jews, and ourselves. 

Although the full extent of those desigmH 
which the supernatural call of the Magi might bfe 
intended to accomplish, must be unknown except 
to Him who contrived the wondrous plan of the 
Christian revelation; yet that it had a very 
important connection with the dispensation of the 
Gospel, both among the Gentiles and the Jews, 
must be obvious to every reflecting iiiind. In 
what precise ms^niier the Ma^ themselves were 
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afiected by occurrences which must have appeared 

to them very remarkable^ we can rather conceive 

with probability, than state with certainty ; since 

the Evangelist observes a profound silence on the 

'subject. Yet this at least may be advanced with 

confidence^ n that in spite of every circumstance 

which might have genemted doubt in their minds, 

they could not return into their own country without 

Ta firm conviction, that their journey into Judaea to 

worship him who was ^^ bom King of the Jews/* 

had not been undertaken in vain. It is possible 

that they had a more distinct conception of the 

exalted nature and character of their infant Saviour : 

4»ut eveni if this were not the case, they must have 

necessarily concluded from so strange an occurrence, 

4hat the womb of futurity was pr^nant with 

events of the greatiest importance. Th^ would 

spread the account of it among their countrymen, 

and thus strengthen the opinion which had already 

^become prevalent, that Judaea was soon to be 

'tile means d Meeting a surprising revolution in 

'the state of the world. This would doubtless 

facilitate the subsequent progress of the Gospel 

among the Eastern nations. They would find that 

the Saviour then preached to them, was no other 

than that same infant, to witness whose nativity 

their own contrymen had been so miraculously 

called. They would remember, that though th^ 

testimony of heaven, too p)ain to be mistaken, 

ecmvincingly manifested him to the Magi, yiet 

that even then his external appeaiance was ac- 

€omnanied bv no marks of royal Dreroaative ; thus. 
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while they received Jesus as the expected Messiah^ 
they would be enabled more easily to compre- 
hend that his Kingdom was not of this world ; and 
that the real source of his glory was, that he wa^ 
^^ the only-begotten of the Father, fall of grace and 
truth.** And if, as tradition informs us, it be true 
that the venerable Magi themselves lived to see the 
day, when the glorious truths of the Gospel-scheme 
Were clearly unfolded to the world; they would 
doubtless end their days " strong in faith ;'* and, 
having seen the Saviour in his real character, " re- 
joice in him with joy unspeakable^ and full of 
glory.'*. 

To the Jews this event was calculated to afford 
the surest evidence, that Jesus was the Christ 
foretold *^ by the mouth of God^s holy prophets^ 
since the world began." The seventy weeks of 
Daniel were now completed : the awful presage 
given by Jacob had come to pass, for ** the Sceptre 
had departed from Judah ;*' and the parents of 
Jesus were now undergoing that census which 
irrevocably fixed a foreign yoke on the Jewish 
nation. This precise period, the period which 
prophecy had marked out, ushered into the world 
the promised Messiah. That same act of sub- 
jection, while it falfilled the prediction of Jacob, 
effected also the fulfilment of that of Micah, which 
declared that Bethlehem was the place where the 
Christ should be born. For Joseph and Mary, 
though usually resident at Nazareth, were thus 
brought to Bethlehem their own city, and there 
did Maiy bring forth her first-bom son, in the 
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dty of David his royal progenitor. The appear- 
ance of the Magi at Jerusalem at this juncture, the 
consternation which seized Herod and his subjects, 
the memorable massacre which followed, the tes- 
timony of the Shepherds, and the inspired effusions 
of Simeon and Anna ; these circumstances marked 
the era of his birth in a manner which could not 
'be forgotten. The attention of the Jews was thiis 
icalled to the important fact, that the predictions of 
the prophets respecting the Messiah, were receiving 
an accurate fulfilment in the person of Jesus. 
The annunciation thus publickly given both of his 
birth, and of the time and place at which, con- 
formably to prophecy, it had happened, must have 
taken from the Jews all just pretence for rejecting 
that evidence which was thereby afforded to his 
Divine mission ; to say nothing of the direct attes- 
tation of it which resulted from the miraculous 
nature of the event itself. Yet all was insufficient 
to convince that faithless people, whose disappoint- 
ment in their darling expectation of a great tempo- 
ral prince, produced in them the most obstinate 
prejudices against the spiritual religion of the 
meek and lowly Jesus. 

Warned by that judicial blindness, which has 
happened to the once favoured people of God, 
. it becomes us carefully to consider the evidence of 
:^our holy Religion, and, all prejudice apart, to follow 
it whithersoever it may lead us. Omitting, ther^T 
fore, to consider further, how the event before us 
.ought to have actuated others, it remains only to 
inquire how it ought to influence (mr awn belief 
and conduct 
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It may in the first place be remarked^ that it 
manifestly tends to establish the Messiahship of 
Jesus. The arguments which wc have alleged as 
proving this to the Magi, and the Jews^ have 
equal force when applied to ourselves. Nay, the 
lapse of time has even rendered them more con- ' 
vincing ; not that they have in themselves greater 
force, but that they receive an additional confirma- 
tion, when, upon the contemplation of succeeding 
events, we compare them with those other consider- 
ations which are of themselves independent proofs 
of the Divine mission of Christ. He whose 
dignified character, while yet a helpless infant, 
was declared by a twofold revelation from heaven, 
and in whom the predictions of the antient Prophets 
were actually fulfilling, afterwards shewed by the 
signs and wonders which he wrought, that he was 
indeed the Christ of God. Proofs like these^ 
which as independent testimonies would have con- 
siderable weight, are in their union irreconcilable 
with the supposition of imposture. We must 
necessarily attribute to the Deity those testimonies 
which were vouchsafed to Christ in that early 
stage of his life, when imposture or collusion on 
his part was a physical impossibility ; which were 
continued during his whole life, and ended only 
with his residence on earth. 

But* another inference is deducible from this 
event of which the Magi could know nothing, at 
least not at the period of their visit in Judaea. 
Although it cannot be said to prove the Divinity 
of Christ, yet it is inconsistent with the contrary 
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lioetrine. Upon the Unitarian scheme Christ 
was simply a man, but, " because he loved right- 
eousness^ and hated iniquity, therefore God 
anpinted him with the oil of gladness above hitf 
fellows*.'* CoAsequently, when he came to the 
Baptism of John, the Spirit was poured upon him 
from on high ; and he was invested ..with that 
office for which his perfect obedience had fully 
qualified him. — But if this were the case, why 
were declarations made of his exalted official cha- 
racter while yet an infant, ere he yet knew the 
divine law, or could distinguish between good add 
evil. The Magi as well as the Shepherds were 
brought by Divitie direction to pay their homage to 
him, not as to one who had yet to earn the dignity 
ascribed to him, ^ but who was already invested 
with it. . He had been glorified with the Father 
♦* before the world was ;" and this glory, shinii^ 
superior to the obscurity which surrounded him in 
this world, shewed him to be tr_^i as he was 
through his whole life, the peci u ^r favourite of 
heaven. Declared by his subsequent Miracles and 
Resurrection, to be *^ the Son of God with power,'* 
he received from his heavenly Father the most 
unequivocal declaration of his exalted character, 
even amidst the poverty and humiliation which 
ushered him into the world. This Jesus, ^^ the 
brightness of his Father's glory, and the express 
image of his person, and upholding all things by the 
word of his power, when he had himself purged 
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our sina, tat down on the right hand of the ma^ 
je«ty on high^•• There "God hath highly ex^ 
alted him^ and given him a name which is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father V 

Such then being the estimate of the character 
of Jesus at which we arrive by means of this 
occurrence, how forcibly ought the recollection of 
it to influence our conduct ! The Saviour is made 
known to us, not by a Star appearing in the air, 
but by an express revelation written by the finger 
of God himself. Shall we then fall short of the 
alacrity which the Magi displayed in their vene- 
ration of Christ ? Shall we hesitate to ofier to his 
service our every treasure, every talent, every 
faculty of body* '^ soul ? But this feeble pen is 
utterly unable t6'*S justice to the subject; gladly 
therefore does it conclude its labours by transcrib- 
ing from the works of a late honoured Prelate the 
following eloquent appeal; recommended to us as 
well by the unaffected elegance of its language, as 
by the pure and lively devotion of the author. 
" If,*' says the venerable Porteus, " the great and 
wise men, whose history we have been considering, 
were induced by the appearance of a new SU^to 
search out with no small labour and fatigue the 
infant Saviour of the world ; if they disdained not 
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to prostrate themselves before him, and present to 
him the richest and choicest gifts they had to 
ofier; well may we, when this Child of the Most 
High, is not only grown to maturity, but has lived 
and died and risen again for us, and is now set 
down at the right hand of .Grod ; well may we not 
only pay our homage, but our adorations to the 
Son of God, and ofier to him presents far more 
precious than gold, frankincense, and myrrh, viz, 
ourselves, our souls, and bodies, as a reasonable, 
holy, and lively sacrifice to him : well may we 
join with that innumerable multitude in heaven 
which is continually praising him, and saying, 
^^ Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be 
unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever*.** 

• Rev. V. 13. — Porteus on St. Matthew, Lect. 2. p. 58. 
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P. 12« 1. 26. read irreconcilable. 
P. 29« 1. 6. for to, read more. 
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